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Mark  Lawson  on  the  Reith  by  Adrian  Searle  at  the  Tate 


Recriminations  after  tabloid  helps  to  get  fraudster  Guppy  out  of  jail 


Darias  Gappy:  threateniiig 
action  agait^  Mirror 


.Joanna  Colas 


David  Montgomery, 
chief  executive  of  the 
Mirror  Gronp.  was 
last  night  embroiled  in  an 
embarrassing  legal  rov 
after  it  became  clmu'  that 
one  of  his  senior  eacecntlTes 
on  the  Daily  Mirror  had,  in 
effect,  prompted  Darias 
Guppy’s  early  release  from 
jalL 

A mysterious  ftiend  paid 
£160,000  to  secure  Gnpi^s 
release  ftrom  Ford  open 


prison  early  on  Monday.  It 
is  thongbt  that,  having 
received  confirmation  that 
the  Daily  Mirror  woold  pay 
a large  sum  Ibr  his  story, 
Gnppy  felt  able  to  assore 
the  ftiend  that  he  would  be 
recompensed. 

When  Mr  Montgomery 
discovered  ftiat  a deal  had 
been  made  he  insisted  the 
paper  poll  oot  It  is  against 
the  newspaper's  own  code 
of  practice  fbr  a omvlcted 
criminal  to  profit  by  selling 
a story  abont  his  or  her 
crime. 


Piers  Morgan,  editor  of 
the  Daily  Mirror,  said  last 
night:  *The  Daily  ItGrror 
has  an  absolute  policy  of 
not  paying  money  to  con- 
victed criminals."  As 
Gnppy  is  bankrapt,  it  is 
thongbt  that  tbe  paper 
woold  have  paid  the  money 
to  one  of  his  creditors. 

Gnppy,  who  went  to  Eton 
and  ^cford  before  jail,  hu 
served  three  years  in 
prison  Ihr  staging  an  elabo- 
rate Insurance  swindle 
which  netted  him  £1.8  mil- 
lion ftom  Lloyds.  Together 


with  an  accomplice,  Bene- 
dict Marsh,  he  was  Jailed 
for  five  years  in  February 
1993.  X.art  jnly  he  was  sen- 
tenced to  a farther  three 
years  after  he  claimed  he 
was  onabie  to  repay  an  out- 
standing £227,000  to 
ZJ^ds. 

Gapi^  is  now  planning 
legal  action  against  the 
M&ror  fbr  breach  con- 
tract nnless  he  can  s^  his 
story  elsewhere  for  a com- 
parable sam. 

. Best  man  to  Biurl  Spencer 
_ though  he  was  too  dmnk 


to  deliver  the  best  man’s 
speech  — Gnppy  counts 
many  glamorons  and  influ- 
enti^  people  among  his 
friends.  He  and  his  wife  Pa- 
tricia. a former  model, 
were  last  night  firantically 
trying  to  find  another 
bi^r  fbr  either  of  their' 
stories. 

Stnart  Higgins,  editor  of 
the  Snn,  confinned  that 
two  agents  had  approached 
him  last  week  on  Guppy's 
behalL  “I  pretended  to  be 
interested  becanse  it  was 
always  onr  intention  to  ex- 


pose Guppy  for  trying  to 
sell  bis  story."  Negotia- 
tions stopped  because  the 
Daily  Mirror  then  ex- 
pressed a firm  interest. 

Gnppy  was  always  a high 
profile  prisoner.  His  appar- 
ent conversion  to  Islam 
while  in  jail  made  the  head- 
lines and  surprised  at  least' 
one  of  his  friends,  Boris 
Johnson,  assistant  editor  of 
Che  Daily  Telegraph,  who 
recaUed  in  a fond  article' 
that  Gupp>*  bad  been  con- 
firmed into  the  Church  of 
England,while  at  Oxford. 


The  Muslim  newspaper  Q 
News  broke  the  stor>’  about 
bis  conversion  and  claimed 
he  had  ^wuys  been  teeto- 
tal. In  fact.  Guppy  formed 
his  own  hard  drinking  club 
at  Oxford  called  tbe  Ran- 
ulph  Flambards. 

His  capacit>’  to  compete 
with  fellow  students  at 
drinking  competitions  was 
legendary,  as  were  his  ex- 
otic lies.  After  carrying  out 
his  Jewellery  fraud,  he  was 
unable  to  resist  boasting 
about  it  as  the  perfect 
crime. 
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Voters  back 
Harman  in 
school  row 


Hartin  Lmton 
and  Patrick  Wbitow 


eONSERVATTVE 
hopes  of 
rebuilding  the 
party's  popular- 
ity on  the  back 
of  Harriet  Har- 
man's decision  to  send  her 
son  to  a grammar  school  ap- 
pear to  be  dashed  today  by  a 
Guardian  poll,  the  first  to  ap- 
pear since  the  controversy 
broke  two  weeks  ago,  show- 
ing t^t  most  voters  think  her 
choice  was  the  right  one. 

R^jxmdents  in  ICM's  poll 
said  a majority  SO  to  38 
per  cent  that  she  was  ri^t 
Amcmg  Labour  voters  the  ma- 
jority was  52-36. 

People  also  said  — by  a big- 
ger majority,  of  56  to  34  per 
cent  — that  she  would  have 
been  wrong  to  resign  firom 
Labour’s  firat  bench  over  the 
issue. 

Hie  poll,  eagerly  awaited  at 
Westminster  by  all  political 
parties,  steady  Labour 
nerves  and  will  prove  a huge 
disappointment  to  ministers, 
many  of  whom  had  claimed 
that  the  Hannan  controversy 
had  finally  breached  the  line 
of  Tony  Blair’s  defences. 

The  issue  had  lifted  the 
morale  tfTory  badtbenchers, 
who  were  convinced  that  the 
Central  Office  slc^pua  “Labour 
says  one  thing  and  does  an- 
other” had  a popular 
resonant. 

Despite  their  support  for 
Ms  Hannan,  voters  believe  by 
a much  larger  majority  that 
all  state  secondary  schools 
should  be  comprehensives 
with  a mixture  of  abilities, 
the  poll  shows.  Hiis  is  sup- 


poll  htghKghiSr 


• Most  voters  Harriet 
Harman  wns  ri^  • 

by5Q%to38% 

• They  atso  back  her  refuaat 
tDTBsiTion'theiaBue-  ■ 
by,5«%te34%  - , 

• BA  al^  auppQrt  the 
comptApri3Me’^eiim>’‘.; 


ported  by  65  per  cent  and  op- 
posed by  only  27.  Eiven  among 
Conservatives  ttiere  is  a 50-45 
majority. 

Voters  also  believe  that  in 
general  Labour  politicians 
should  send  their  children  to 
comprehensives,  not  to  gram- 
mar or  private  schools.  In  Ms 
Harman's  case,  they  appear  to 
have  accepted  her  argument 
that  she  was  acting  in  tbe  sit- 
uation as  she  fbund  it 

This  helps  to  explain  why 
the  afEhir  has  inflicted  only  a 
email  dent  in  labour's  popu- 
larity, bringing  it  down  from 
48  per  cent  in  December  and 
January  to  47  per  cent  in 
February. 

Tbe  Conservatives  are  up 
five  points  from  26  to  31  per 
cent  but  this  is  mainly  at  tbe 
expense  of  the  Liberal  Demo- 
crats and  only  brings  them 
back  to  their  rating  before 
Eiinma  Nicholson’s  defoction. 

Labour's  adjusted  lead  of  16 
points  is  not  signific^tly  dif- 
ferent from  its  17-point  lead 
in  four  out  cf  tbe  last  seven 


months.  On  an  unadjusted 
basis  the  lead  Is  25  points  — 
again,  little  difi(ereDt  from  the 
24  points  in  December. 

The  most  plausible  wvplana- 
tion  Is  that  ^ Nicludsan’s  de- 
fection caused  a temporary 
dip  in  Tory  fortunes  in  Janu- 
ary but  Ms  Hannan  made  al- 
most no  difference  in 
February. 

. ICM's  respondents  were 
asked:  "Given  that  Idboor  is 
apposed  to  selective  educa- 
tion. do  you  ttiink  Harriet 
Harman  was  ri^t  or  wrosig 
to  let  bar  son  go  to  a grammar 
school  fiiat  selects  <mly  higli- 
abiUty  chDdren?"  Within  file 
majority  who  said  ^ was 
right  her  strongest  support 
was  among  Lib-Dras  (5&82}, 
with  Conservatives  on  46-45. 

Asked  whether  she  should 
have  resigned  from  Labour's 
front  bendL.  all  parties  said 
she  should  not 

ICM's  questimi  on  compre- 
hensive education  asked: 
"What  is  the  best  way  of  run- 
ning state  secondary  schools? 
All  schools  are  cou^Trehen-' 
slve  and  take  a mixture  of 
abilities,  or  some  schools  take 
only  hl^-abllity  childrmi  and 
others  take  only  lower-abOity 
children?” 

Some  recent  polls  have 
found  growing  sappart  for 
selection,  but  people  may  res- 
pond diftrently  when  the 
questions  refer  to  "grammar 
schools'’.  • 

Althongfa  Tony  Blair’s 
dBce  did  Uttie  to  di^uise  its 
huge  pleasure  at  the  poll,  it 
aiflrt  said  tbe  H*n*man  aSair 
might  be  taking  time  to  seep 
through  to  the  popular 
consciousness 


Letters,  pw9e  8 


Britain’s  £3bn  oil  ‘drain’ 


Tax  breaks  lose  the  Government 
equivalent  of  2p  off  basic  rate 


Richard  Thomas 


UP  TO  £3  billion  a year 
the  equivalent  of  2p 
off  the  basic  rate  of  in* 
come  tax  or  an  extra  £S  a 
week  on  child  benefit  is 
being  lost  by  the  Govemn^t 
because  of  generous  tax 
concessions  granted  smee 
1983  to  etanpanies  extractmg 
oil  from  the  North  Sea,  aca- 
demics claim  today. 

As  a result  of  chanses  to  the 
petroleum  taxation  sytem 
over  the  last  12  years,  the  UK 
has  "fre  weakest  petrols 
taxation  regime  in  the 
world."  according  to 
researchers  Ian  Ruti^ge  and 
Philip  Wright  at  the  Universi- 
w of  Sheffield.  The  Govern- 


ment just  33  per  cent  of 
the  cashflow  of  firms  working 
the  North  Sea.  compared  with 
54  per  cent  in  Denmaric  and  57 
per  cent  In  Western  Austra- 
lia, their  work  shows. 

These  International  difibr- 
ences  in  tax  revenues  explode 
tbe  argument  that  falling 
state  revenues  are  the  result 
of  lower  oil  prices. 

If  no  changes  bad  been 
made  to  tbe  1983  tax  environ- 
ment the  Treasury  would 
taa\’e  taken  £4.7  billion  In  1994 
compared  with  the  billion 

actually  received.  The  total 
shortlkll  over  the  test  el|(ht 

years  is  £12  billion. 

The  researchers  conclude: 
“The  UR  has  so  far  had  some- 
thing of  a raw  deal  out  of  ^ 

second  North  Sea  oil  boom. 


Jn  1993,  frie  State  received 
16P  for  each  £l  of  pi^t  made 
in  the  North  Sea,  compared 
wife  S9p  in  1986.  This  collapse 
in  tax  takings  is  the  result  of 
measures  to  cut  the  burden  on 
oil  companies  introduced  by 

successive  Tory  govermnenls. 

The  key  changes  have  been 
the  abolition  of  oil  royalties, 
the  introduction  cf  a 10  per 
<ynt  tax  subsidy  for  new  ex- 
plmtion,  the  scrapping  of  ad- 
vance petroleinn  tax  revenue 
for  new  firms,  and  a fall  in  the 
le^  of  emporation  tax  from 
52  per  cent  when  file  oil  fields 
were  first  opened  to  33  per 
cent  today. 

One  result  is  over-produo- 
tioD  in  the  North  Sea  as  firms 
scramble  to  take  advantage. 
In  the  Icaig  run,  this  means 
the  oil  will  run  out  earlier 
than  it  needs  to.  the 
researchers  warn. 


WB  Hatton,  page  9 
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TV  sports  vote 
blow  for  BSkyB 


■w — s-  

and  Andrew  Cuff 


■■DIE 
Tfere. 
■ feet 


Government  suf- 
fered a humiliating  de- 
feat in  the  House  of 
Lords  last  night  as  peers  in- 
flicted a severe  blow  on 
Rupert  Murdoch's  BSkyB  and 
voted  to  ensure  premier 
sporting  events  remain  freely 
available  on  television. 

Conservative  and  Labour 
peers  united  to  force  through 
an  amendment  to  the  Broad- 
casting BUI  which  prevents 
subscription  channels  from 
having  exclusive  access  to 
eight  of  Britain's  sporting 
"crown  jeweb". 

The  Government  was 
forced  to  admit  it  would  have 
to  rsks  the  peers’  views  Into 
account  after  earlier  rejecting 
tte  proposals  as  flawed.  They 
voted  233  to  106  in  fitvour 
of  the  amendment  moved  by 
Lord  Howell,  tbe  former 
labour  sports  minister. 

Tbe  Department  of  National 
Heritage  saM  that  it  mrold 
still  piteh  ahead  with  the  con- 
sultation exercise  announsed 
test  Friday,  which  the  Lords 
intaiireted  as  a delaying  tu- 
tlc  designed  to  stiCe  debate. 

The  prospects  of  overtom- 
ing  tiie  amendment  in  the 
Commons  appear  remote. 
Tory  backbenchers  such  as 
David  Mellor,  the  architect  of 
the  1990  Broadcasting  Act, 
Olympic  diampion  Sebastian 
Coe.  and  the  form^  home  sec- 
ret^, Kgnneft  Baker,  have 
said  tiiey  would  vote  for  tbe 
amendment 


Labour  heritage  spokes- 
man, Loid  Donougbne,  said: 
"Ibis  is  a tremen^us  victory 
for  the  British  sporting  pub- 
lic. It  helps  to  secure  access 
for  tile  85  per  cent  of  spurts 
lovers,  whom  Sky  have  shut 
out’’  ’ 

A BBC  spokesman  said  tiie 
declricm  was  "a  welcome  en- 
dorsemnt  of  the  widely  held 
public' view  that  these  great 
natioual  occasions  should  be 
available  ibr  all  to  see". 

It  was  a setback  for  BSkyB, 
which  bad  earlier  heard  that 
the  Office  ofFair  Trading  bad 
rrferred  Its  deal  wltii  tiie  BBC 
to  cover  the  Premier  League 
to  the  Restrictive  Practices 
Court 

The  double  blow  clouded 
BSkyB’s  announcement  It 
had  doubled  its  profits  to 
£1(8.6  million  in  1995. 

The  amendment  would 
mean  oontliiued  coverage  of 

eight  "listed  events”  oo  main- 
stream channels:  tbe  Grand 
National,  tbe  Derby,  tbe  FA 
Final,  tbe  Scottish  Cup 
Final.  Wimbledon  tennis, 
cricket  tests  in  Igng1«nil  the 
Olympic  Ctemes,  and  foot- 
ball’s World  Cup  finals. 

Discussion  of  an  amend- 
meat  to  "unbundle”  ^x>rting 
rights  — guaranteeing  access 
to  highlights  for  terrestrial 
channels  when  satellite 
stations  have  exclusive  rights 
— was  withdrawn  by  Lord 
Howell  after  the  broadcasting 
minister,  Lord  Inglewood, 
promised  to  C(»isider  it 


TV  deal  roforred  to  cour^ 
pago  2;  LaiterSf  poge  8 


Child  bride 
back  in  Britain 


Sally  Woale 

and  Chris  Nuttall  in  Ankara 


Tbe  long-awaited  return 
to  Britain  yesterdo}’  of 
Sarah  Cook,  tbe  l3-year-old 
girl  who  married  a waiter 
in  Turkey,  could  not  have 

been  in  gr^er  contrast  to 
her  departure  from 
IstanbuL 

She  left  her  adoptive 
country  a national  heroine 
in  a bl^  of  interviews  and 
publicity.  But,  four  hours 
later  at  Heathrow,  she 
looked  more  like  a fugitive 
recaptured,  a blue  blanket 
thrown  over  her  bead,  a 
police  escort  ready  to 
whisk  her  away  firom  wait- 
ing reporters. 

A month  and  several  hun- 
dred column  Inches  after 
her  illegal  ’’marriage*’. 
Sarah  arrived  back  aboard 
Turkish  Airways  Flight 
981.  Her  flight  touched 
turn  to  page  2,  column  3 
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Advertisement 

"Between  a third  and  a half 
of  all  cancers  are  caused  by 
eating  the  wrong  types  of  food" 


If  you  know  which  foods  to  eai  - and  which  to  avoid  - you 
can  dramatically  reduce  your  chances  of  developing 
cancer  of  the  breast,  cancer  of  the  prostate,  cancer  of  the 
colcHi,  cancer  of  the  ovary  or  cancer  of  tbe  uterus. 

Eating  the  right  foods  can  also  produce  a great 
inqiroveiiKni  in  your  health  if  you  sulTer  from  aslbma, 
rtieumatoid  arthriiis,  heart  trouble,  indigestion,  gall  stones, 
varicose  veins,  wind,  irritable  bowel  syndrome,  high  blood 
pressure,  insomnia,  allergies,  tinnitus,  ulcers,  restless  l^s 
syndrome,  fnemensinial  syndrome  and  many  other 
problems. 

A good  deal  of  nonsense  is  written  arul  broadcast  about 
food.  Finding  the  facts  can  be  difficult. 

Dr  Vernon  Coleman's  book  "Pood  for  Thought"  gives 
you  the  truth  about  foods  and  how  to  eat  for  g(»d  health. 

It  contains  infoimation  on  vegetarian  eating, 
microwaves,  drinking  water,  mad  cow  dtawB*  food 
irradiation,  food  additives,  vitaimns,  fals  and  many  other 
subjectsL 

There’s  even  a section  explaining  how  you  can  lose 
weight  and  stay  slim  permanently  and  easily. 

"...  a guide  to  healthy  eating  which  reads  like  a thriller" 
(The  Good  Book  Guide) 

"Hie  man  is  a national  treasure” 

(What  Doctors  Don't  Tell  You) 

"Dr  Vernon  Coleman  is  one  of  our  most  enlightened, 
trenchant  and  sensible  dispensers  of  medical  advice" 
(The  Observer) 


To  order  your  copy  send  a clieque  or  postal  order  for 
£9.95  (payable  to  Heaithbooks)  to:  Food  for  Thought 
Sales  OfTicc  GU30,  PublisbiDg  House,  Trinity  Place. 
Barnstaple.  Devon  EX32  9HJ.  Post  and  packing  is 
iniEE.  Your  book  will  be  despatched  within  21  days. 
Money  back  guarantee  - simply  return  within  28  days  of 
receipt  for  a full  refund  if  not  delighted. 


Published  by  the  European  Medical  Journal 


. V r 


2 NEWS 


The  Guardian  Wednesday  February  71996 


Sketch 


Girls  and  boys 
come  out  to  play 


Simon  Hoggart 


: Commons  discussed 

sex  yesterday.  The  first 
_ tt^ic  was  homosexuality 
tai  the  armed  Ibrces.  This  was 
raised  by  Michael  Brown,  the 
only  cunwnt  Tory  MP  to  have 

“outed"  himself. 

Then  Tony  Banks  inters 
vened  to  ask  if  it  was  Inconsis- 
tent people  were  not 

allowed  to  be  homosexual  if 
they  sen^  in  the  armed 
forces,  yet  it  would  be  pennis- 
sible  for  an  armed  forces 
minister. 

mis  is  what  Mr  Banks  is 
for.  He  is  the  jester,  licensed  to 
say  wbatothers  would  not 
Tony  Biair  would  never  dream 
ofaskingsutfo  a question;  nor 
would  David  Clark,  of  whun 
you  have  never  heard,  but 
who  is  presently  tbe  shadow 
defonce  secretary.  Mr  Banks 
is  the  parrot  in  the  Labour 
Party’s  cage,  shouting  out  im- 
precations while  his  owner 
serves  tea  and  cakes  to  the 
vicar. 

Mr  Portillo  listened 
silently,  but  shook  his  head 
slowly  from  side  to  side.  Nich- 
olas Soames  (nobody  has  ever 
suggested  tl^t  he  m^t  be  a 
homosexuat  Quite  ihe 
reverse.  A girlfriend  he  knew 
before  his  marriage  is  alleged 
to  have  said  that  makii^  love 
to  him  was  like  having  a ward- 
robe fall  on  top  of  you  with 
the  key  stickii^  out)  said  that 
he  was  not  aware  of  any  incon- 
sistency in  government  pol- 
icy, and  there  the  matter 
F^ted. 

Of  course  such  an  exchange 
could  not  have  occurred  on 
television.  There  one  dftbe 
multitudinous  Dimblebies 
would  have  been  on  hand  to 
reprove  Mr  Banks.  (Have  you 
noticed  bow  peevish  Jona- 
than gets  if  anyone  oittclses 
tiie  Evince  of  Wales  on  Any 
^estions?) 

But  then  television  still 
treats  politics  with  gravity 
and  respect,  something  w^h 
few  do  these  days. 

An  hour  or  so  later  we 
switched  to  teenage  smc  with  a 


First  night 


bill  moved  by  Peter  Luff  (C, 
Worcester).  Ibis  would  oblige 
young  girls' magazines  to 
state  on  tbe  cover  which  age 
group  they  are  intended  for.  • 
If  s supped  to  be  a warning 
for  parents  rather  than  an  en- 
ti^ment  to  tiie  girls. 

At  foe  moment,  Mr  Luff  said 
foe  covers  are  occupied  by 
ofoermateriaL  ''MbnUn- 
zboped  an  Intimate  guide": 
*1  Had  Sex  With  My  Ex":  ' 
“Three  steps  to  Sexual  Heaven 
— Bedrocan  Bliss  Starts  Here"; 
*1  Slept  With  100  Boys";  and 
“Loads  of  lechy  lads  looking 
for  a bit  of  skirt  action." 

I would  like  to  report  that 
middle-aged  MPs  leaned  for- 
ward like  customers  at  a Soho 
strip  club,  eyes  bulging,  lick- 
ing tiieir  dry  Ups.  But  every- 
one took  it  very  solemnly. 

Mr  Luff  concluded  In  the 
obligatory  fhshiou:  “Young 
pec^e  must  ieam  that  sex  is 
not  for  instant  gratification, 
but  is  a God-given  gift  which, 
in  a loving  r^tionship,  is  one 
of  tbe  best  reasons  for  being 
human.” 

Why  does  nobody  ever  add 
at  fols  point:  “And  if  s also  flm 
if  you never  met  the  other 
person  before’7 

Sandwiched  between  the 
sex  we  had  tibe  Prime  Minis- 
ter. For  the  first  time  in  a fbrt- 
ni^t,  itstrudsmethatMr 
Blair  won  the  exchanges  at 
Question  Time. 

Mr  Minor's  soundbites 
didn't  quite  wmrk;  endlessly 
listing  the  trade  unions  who 
have  shares  in  privatised  in- 
dustries is.  frankly,  not 
enou^  at  this  stage. 

And  you  know  he's  getting 
rattled  when  he  produces  a 
new  I^orism , one  of  those 
unique  verbal  constructions 
we  haven’t  heard  for  a &w 
weeks.  Yesterday's  was  “Do 
you  agree  that  the  (govern- 
ment should  not  sit  in  a board- 
rocon,  inametaidiysical 
sense?” 

"Metaphysical”  means,  as 
we  all  know,  “having  foefonn 
of  an  empirical  hypothesis  but 
in  foct  immune  to  empirical 
testing  and  therefore  mean- 
whidi  sounds  a fhlr 

description  of  most  of  tbe 
E*rime  Minister’s  replies.  I 
suppose  he  really  meant 
“metaphorical". 

He  was  so  shaky  that 
Labour  MPS  shouted  “More, 
more!"  at  him,  and  then  they 
cheered  Mr  Blair  ofisb^  In  a 
satirical  echo  of  tile  way 
Tories  treated  (heir  leader  in 
the  past  two  weeks. 


The  frustration  of 
dashed  dreams 


Michael  Billington 


VaflaySeng 

Royal  Court 

A THOL  FUGARD  has 
ijL  long  explored  the  inhu- 
# Vnan  absurdities  of 
apartheid.  But  how,  as  a dra- 
matist. would  be  react  to  its 
dismantling? 

The  answer,  in  Valley  Song 
at  the  Royal  Court,  is  with  a 
stark,  almost  Biblical  parable 
which  on  the  personal  level  is 
quietl>'  touching  but  which, 
on  foe  political  lev’el,  strikes 
me  as  strangely  hesitant. 

The  simple  story  is  told  by 
the  author,  played  by  Fugard 
himself.  It  concerns  an  oM 
coloured  tenant  former,  again 
played  by  Fugard,  who  lives 
in  a valley  in  the  Karoo  with 
his  17-year-old  granddau^- 
ter,  Veronica.  Buks.  the  old 
man.  dreads  losing  his  patch 
of  lovingly-tended  land  to  an 
incoming  Afrikaner  as  much 
as  he  does  his  granddaughter 
to  the  temptations  of  Johan- 
nesburg. where  she  dreams  of 
becoming  a singer.  The 
author,  who  is  also  the  pro- 
spective landowner,  Io(^ 
calmly  on  at  this  primal  battle 
between  age  and  youth,  stasis 
and  change. 

What  gl^  life  to  foe  story  of 
Buks  and  Vercmica  is  Fugard's 
compassion  fix'  both.  He  writes 
fondly  of  ihe  old  man  vrho  has 
lost  wife  and  daughter,  clings 
tenaciously  to  Veronica, and  is 
terrified  (^change.  But 
equally  Fugard  recognises 
Veronica’s  need  for  escape  and 
ftiifllmenL  The  clash  between 
age  and  youth  is  well  handled, 
not  least  in  the  cruel  scene 
whmT  Buks  scatters  to  the 
winds  the  rands  V^eroniea  has 
earned  from  singing  for  the 


white  man,  claiming  it  is 
“devil's  money". 

It  is  only  when  you  explore 
foe  story’s  political  implica- 
tloDS  that  doubts  b^in  to 
arise.  Through  the  character  of 
the  author,  Fugard  ackztowl- 
edges  Veronica’s  dreams  but 
points  up  their  difficulty  offtil- 
filmenL  And,  at  the  end,  admit- 
ting tile  future  belongs  to  her, 
he  wanly  wishes  thatthe  vall^ 
could  “stay  the  unspoilt,  inno- 
cent little  world  it  was  when  I 
first  discovered  it”. 

You  can  admire  Fugard's 
honesty.  But  it  is  disturbing  to 
hear  the  once-impassioned, 
angry  dramatist  of  Slzwe 
Bansi  is  Dead  and  The  Island 
lapsing  into  a dreamy  nostal- 
gia. Of  course  change,  as 
Soufo  Africa  fe  discovering,  is 
painful,  slow  and  problem- 
fraught  But  one  wishes  that 
Fuganl.  whose  earlier  plays 
exposed  foe  evil  of  apartheid, 
could  embrace  the  new  order 
with  more  enthusiasm. 

What  does  come  across  in 
Fugard's  90-minute  fable  Is  foe 
Biblical  fertility  of  the  land 
and  the  sbakiness  of  white 
entitlement  to  it  In  plas^^ 
both  the  author  and  tbyiatri- 
archal  Buks,  he  also  differen- 
tiates between  the  two  charac- 
ters, and  savours  each  crisp 
phrase  as  if  it  were  a nut  And 
Esmeralda  Bihl  movli^ly 
endows  Veronica  with  the 
r^t  bright-eyed  optimism. 

This  is  theatre  at  its  sim- 
plest a mythic  tale,  three 
characters,  a set  consisting  of 
a few  russet  curtains  and 
apple-boxes.  But  now  that 
South  Africa  has  finally  dis- 
carded a discredited  system,  it 
seems  pointless  to  evoke  some 
idyllic  rural  past  Idyllic,  one 
wou^,  f^  whom? 

This  review  appeared  in 
lotsreditionsyesieniay- 


Labour  plans  new  curbs 
on  social  workers 


Daitid  Brindle,  So«dal 


AL.ABOUR  government 
would  introduce  prof^ 
sional  regulation  ' of  social 
woiicers  and  other  social  se^ 
vices  staff  and  set  strict 
national  standards  for  their 
work,  Alan  Milburn,  a 
shadow  health  minister,  said 
yester^. 

Labour  would  also  establish 


an  independent  inspectorate 
for  all  coTTunuTiity  care  ser- 
vices, including  residential 
homes  and  home  hel^ 
Milburn  said.  He  called  for  a 
new  partnership  between  cen- 
tral government  and  local  au- 
thority social  services  depart- 
ments “not  based  on  major 
new  additional  legislative 
burdens,  but  built  on  agreed 
and  enforced  national 
sta^r&“. 


Road  to  the 
White  house 


Stato-by-etartB  voting  ever  five  BiotNhe  j 
taade  to  natienal  party  conventions, 
arhere  Demeemts  and  Hapublleono . 
seieet  nemineas  to  run  lor  pieatdanL 
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Buchanan  gets  his  claws  on 
Louisiana  voters  in  attempt 
to  pinch  an  early  lead  in 
Republican  presidential  race 


Martin  WaRcerbi 
Baton  RougOf  Louiaiana 


QAT  BUCHANAN  could 
I hardly  contain  his  de- 
light. Another  red  menace 
was  invadiiig  foe  United 
States,  and  as  the  first 
Republican  delegates  of  the 
presidential  election  year 
were  beii^  chosen  yester- 
day he  was  the  only  poUti- 
dan  there  to  stop  it. 


"These  cheap  Chinese 
crawfish  are  a scandal,"  he 
declared  at  Sylvester  Craw- 
fish Processors  in  White- 
vUle,  Louisiana.  *TPs  more 
of  this  foreign  trade  boon- 
d(^^.  more  of  this  ^ba- 
loney that  is  takhig  j&eri- 
can  jobs,  destroying 
American  industries,  while 
the  foreigners  sit  baOk  and 
laugh  at  us.” 

inis  kind  of  pcditics,  with 
presidential  candidates  and 


their  entourages  de- 

scending on  a small  cray- 
fish plant- or  a drug  treat- 
ment centre,  or  a school  or 
an  endangmed  local  park, 
had  been  foe  monopoly  of 
lovrai  and  New  Hampshire. 
For  the  past  40  years,  Iowa 
had  the  first  presidential 
caucus  race,  and  a week 
later  New  Hampshire  bad 
the  first  primary. 

Against  all  the  odds,  Lou- 
isiana’s attempt  to  pre- 
empt  them  both  Is  starting 
fo  pay  ofL  even  though  foe 
Republican  fkYmt-ronuers, 
Sector  Bob  Dole  and  foe 
mnlti-millionaire  Steve 
Forbes,  stayed  away  in  def- 
erence to  foe  jealousy  of 
Iowa  and  New  Hampshire. 
The  T^wtclawa  has 

won  national  attention  be- 
cause, despite  manipola-  1 


tion  to  fix  the  vote  for  the 
Texan  conser^ttve.  Sena- 
tor Phil  (Hamm,  all  the  mo- 
mentnm  appears  to  be  with 
the  conservative  underdog, 
Pat  Buchanan. 

Louisiana's  caucus  is  de- 
signed to  “give  the  south  an 
early  voice  In  the  presiden- 
tial election  year",  the 
state’s  attomey  said  after 
Iowa  and  New  Hampshire 
took  legal  action  to  defend 
their  privileges. 

iKniisiana  had  emother 
motive.  The  state’s  Republi- 
can Party,  dominated  by 
Mr  Gramm's  friends, 
wanted  to  ^ve  him  a safe 
and  guaranteed  victory 
early  in  the  process. 

They  limited  foe  vote  to 
registered  Republicans, 
scheduled  it  from  4 to  ^m 
on  a Tuesday  (Louisiana  in- 


variably votes  on  Satur- 
days), and  nominated  42 
ballot  locations  across  the 
state  that  had  never  been 
used  before.  Just  to  make 
extra  sure,  known  sympa- 
thisers of  Mr  Buchanan 
were  mailed  Incorrect  in- 
formation on  where  to  vote. 

“We  are  going  to  need 
every  pastor  and  every 
retired  policemen  who  sup- 
ports os  to  get  to  those  cau- 
cus stations  to  ensure  that 
our  votes  are  counted  hon- 
estly," Mr  Buchanan  said. 

More  than  most  other 
politicians,  he  has  the  vol- 
unteers to  man  tbe. voting 
stations.  He  has  little 
money,  spending  about 
gSmiltion  to  Mr  Forbes's 
$14  million,  but  through 
the  Churches  and  the 


"right-to-life'’  movement, 
and  even  through  some 
trade  unionists  who  back 
his  protectionist  stand,  he 
is  not  short  of  manpower. 

And  the  money  is  starting 
to  come  in.  Roger  MUliken, 
the  conservative  chairman 
of  tbe  second-biggest  US 
textile  group,  and  Tom 
Monaghan,  chairman  of  foe 
Domino’s  Pizza  chain,  have 
joined  his  campaign. 

Mr  Gramm,  who  claimed 
last  week  that  he  was 
“bound  to  win  all  21  dele- 
gates”, toned  down  his  opti- 
mism yesterday.’*A  majors 
ity  is  a victory”  he  said 
as  he  flew  into  Louisiana 
from  Iowa. 


GtKMeturing  president,  page 
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Club  TV  football  deal  referred  to  court 


Ian  King,  Paulkie  Springett 
and  ilohn  Duncatt 


Leading  football 

clubs  and  broadcast- 
ers united  In  friry  yes- 
terday after  foe  Office 
of  Fair  Trading  referred  the 
exclusive  TV.  deal  between 
the  Premier  League,  the  BBC 
and  BSkyB  to  the  Restrictive 
Practices  Court 
The  referral  — wfaidi  coin- 
cides with  grontii^  political 
unrest  at  BSkyB’s  rights  to 
certain  televised  sporting 
events  — could  prevent  other 
sporfoig  bodte,  induding  the 
fVxitball  League,  and  the  Test 
and  Ckiunty  Cricket  Board 
frx>m  selling  TV  rights. 

Premier  League  sources 
su^ested  the  move  was  polit- 
ically motivated,  while  BSkyB 
called  it  “bewilderix^. 

The  OFT  argues  that  the 
Premier  League's  rules  — 
which  allow  it  to  n^)tiate 
the  collective  televisioa 
rights  to  Premiership  soccer 
— restrict  congietltion  be- 
cause clubs  are  prevented 
from  individually  sailing  cov- 
erage of  games.  ' 

In  the  1992  deal,  the  Premier 
League  gave  exclusive  TV 
rights  to  its  matches  to  BSl^B 
and  foe  BBC  for  five  years  to 
the  end  of  the  1996/7  season, 
and  agre^  to  give  them  the 
ri^ts  for  the  next  five  years, 
flftgTiwiing  they  matched  bids 
flnrn  rival  broadcastms.  Tbe 
OFT  claims  this  also  restricts 
competition. 

In  court,  foe  Premier 
League  and  the  broadcastere 
will  have  to  prove  ttie  deals 
are  not  against  the  public  in- 
terest The  bearing  is  likely  to 
take  place  in  a yesiris  time. 

John  RrtrfgBmari,  the  Direc- 
tor General  of  Fair  Trading; 
said  foe  Premier  Lngoe  had 
a “major,  if  not  a unique  posi- 
tion”. He  added:  “By  selling 
rights  collectively  exclu- 
sively to  foe  hi^iest  bidder 


on  behalf  of  its  members,  it  is 
effectively  acting  as  a cartel 
“Any  ofoer  business  aefoog 
in  this  way  would  be  subject 
to  competition,  law  and  1 see 
no  reason  why  the  sellh^  of 
sport  should  be  treated 
differently.” 

But  the  Premier  League 
chief  executive,  Rick  Pa^, 
said  it  was  “odd"  the  referral 
had  come  several  years  after 
the  deal  had  been  signad,  add- 
ing that  by  the  time  foe  mat- 
ter came  to  court,  foe  deal 
might  well  have  expired. 

“The  Titning  seems-cztraor- 
dinary,  particularly  when 
Parliament  is  discussing 
future  legislation.  It  is  also 
odd  foat  the  OFT  has  decided 
to  use  foe  ^mier  League  as 
a whlppii^  boy,  since  nearly 
all  spo^  are  govmned  by  the 
same  principle  of  collective 
negotiation  of  TV  ri^ts." 

S^am  Chisholm,  BSkyB's 
chief  executive  and  managing 
director,  said  it  was  tbe  first 
time  anywhere  that  a regi^- 
tor  had  referred  a sporting 
body  to  the  courts.  “If  the 
agreement  is  ruled  iiiagai,  it 

win  onchrnw  thp  rirh  riubS 

and  impoverish  the  poor.” 

The  OFT  insisted  the  mat- 
ter had  been  under  investiga- 
tion for  over  a year.  A spokes- 
man said  it  had  talks  with  the 
Premier  League,  BSl^B  and 
the  BBC  last  May.  “We 
needed  to  take  a look  at  how 
the  deal  worked  tn  practice 
before  taking  action.” 
Meanwhile,  several  leading 
clubs  were  yesterday  ponder- 
ing foe  consequences  If  foe 
Premier  League's  rules  were 
overtnrned  in  court 
Michael  DunfonL  chief  ex- 
ecutive  of  Bverton,  said: 
are  the  OFT  getting  in- 
volved now?  Th^  never  got 
involved  when  nv  and  BBC 
picked  off  an  the  major  sports 
events  between  them." 
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Football:  Who  shows  what 


Premiar  Loagua 

Q BSkyB  and  the  BBC  are  currently  in  a joint  £304  reilflan  ftve-yaar 
deal  for  Premier  League  maldhes,  erhidi  runs  out  at  Ita  end  of 
199607. 

g BBC  shows  Mmch  of  The  Day  hlghOghts  on  Saturday 

O BSkyB  shows  live  matches  on  Sunday  and  Monday. 

PA  Cop 

O fTV  has  live  ootfsrage  of  Anal  from  1998. 

C BBC  screened  fhalsBve  from  1938  urrti  1997. 

O Under  new  1997  deal  nv  will  show  e live  FA  Cup  match  on  Sunday 
afternoon  from  roinds  3-6  and  one  sermHInal  Sve. 

O BBC  retains  Ttoed  to  Wamfaly' FA  0(8)  highlights  as  it  chips  In  £1S 
nUDon  to  psefcage, 

Endslai^  League 

9 BSkyB  has  £125  mflioniivsyev  deal  for  00  live  games. 

O rrv,  through  jokit  deal  with  BSkyB  screens  highIgMs  snd  Mso 
stseens  one  live  two  legged  plaQ^oll. 


I 

Earepoan  Champioiialilps  ' rrr 

C BBCandnVdiareDvematrdtes. 

9 rrv  wl  screen  hi^iDgMs. 

C BBC  has  Ive  coverage  of  EnspandVScottsndm^  in  June. 


ChanhM  Four  has  flve  cmerags  of  ItaOan  garriBs  for  estimated 
£2inilRon. 

BSlQfBandnVjoill  £130mniontouryeerdeBifrom1997wflhFA 
for  live  eoveraga  lor  England  horns  Intomational  matches  Including 
quafiljnig  matches  tar  World  Cup  and  European  metchss. 


Cbc^Ceia  Cite 

9 BSkyB  screens  final  Hve. 

C BSfqtSacraensBvematchesundardeai 
worth 

O BSkyB  screens  one  twploggod 
semMlnal 

Eutepean  Champions 
Leagua 

9 nv  has  live  coverage. 


BSkyB  profits  rocket  up  to  £1 06m 


Paulbie  Springett 


PROFITS  Rupert  Mur- 

doch's BSkyB  group 
nearly  doubled  in  the 
six  months  to  foe  end  of  De- 
cember to  £106.3  milUnn,  the 
satellite  broadcasting  c»m- 
pany  said  yesterday. 

The  results,  overshadowed 
by  the  eruption  of  the  Pre- 
mier League  TV  row,  were  fu- 
elled by  a laraie  jump  in  the 
number  of  subscribers  prior 
to  Christuias. 

Sam  Chisholm,  BSkyB’s 
cihitf  ^ecutive  and  managing 
director,  said  foe  last  three 
months  of  had  been  the 
emnpany's  best  ever,  with  net 
subscribers  increasing  by  a 
record  353.000. 

Be  added  that  the  first  half 
of  tile  company’s  finanniai 
year  was  typlc^ly  foe  peak 


period  for  new  suhscriben^ 
but  he  believed  there  was  po- 
tential fin:  increased  revenues 
and  profits  in  tiie  second  half 
of  the  year. 

Mr  rhighnim  said  the  com- 
pany's appetite  for  acquiring 
broadcasting  events  was  not 
diminisbed  by  the  Office  of 
Fair  Trade’s  action  over  the 
Premier  Leigue.  He  did  not 
tiiinic  the  ^air  would  ad- 
versely affect  the  cooteany's 
trading. 

BSkyB  now  has  5.2  million 
subscribes  in  the  UE  and  Bre- 
land — ai7  million  pay  for 
the  “Direct  to  Home”  satellite 
service  with  the  remainder 
signed  up  to  cable. 

The  company's  finance  di- 
rects. Richard  Brooke,  said 
th^  was  no  s^  of  a slow- 
(foro  in  HfltrianA  for  either 
anrvice. 

BSkyB  operates  In  more 


foan  20  per  cent  of  DE  homes 
and  <^rs  28  (Channels  with  a 
further  eight  due  to  be 
launched  this  year  under  a 
joint  venture  with  Granada. 

Sales  of  satellite  dishes  rose 
by  6 per  cent  over  the  last 
year,  and  wme  particularly 
high  during  the  week  before 
Christmas  when  they  reached 
a record  40,000. 

^le  ennpany  managed  to 
dovetail  this  with  a reduction 
in  the  number  of  eanceHa- 
tiODS  to  around  10  per  cent, 
cooteated  wifh  30  per  cent  in 
1992.  Mr  Brooke  claimed  this 
was  due  to  a sharp  improve- 
ment in  the  service  being  of- 
fteed  to  subscribers. 

"We  beiUeve  the  growth  in 
subscribers  is  drivmi  very 
much  by  programming,”  fifr 
Brooke  sa^  adding  that  next 
montii's  attractions  included 
films  surii  as  Ihe  Marie,  Ihe 


Hudsucter  Proxy,  and  Robo- 
cop  3,  plus  sports  events  such 
as  tile  cricket  World  Cup. 

Fbeusing  on  the  future,  Mr 
Chistaohn  said  BSkyB  could 
start  digital  satellite  broad- 
casting in  the  1997/98  finan- 
cial year.  Tbe  company  was 
thinking  about  moving  Into 
pay-per-view  television  al- 
thou^  he  declined  to  confirm 
whefoer  next  month’s  Bruno 
vs  Tyson  world  boxing  title 
fight  would  be  broadcast  in 
this  way. 

RowOTer  he  confirmed 
the  group’s  news  operation. 
Sky  News,  was  te  a con- 
sortium seekai^  the  right  to 
supply  news  to  the  ITV  televi- 
riou  netwwk.  The  consor- 
tium is  rfiallftfigirig  mx>. 
nopoly  status  which 
Indepriident  Television  News 
has  enjoyed  since  ITV  was 
launched  40  years  ago. 


Child  bride  Sarah  ends  long 
journey  home  from  Turkey 


continued  from  page  1 
down  14  minutes  early,  and 
the  schoolgirl  who  put  the 
Essex  town  of  Braintree  bn 
the  International  map  was 
led  down  steps  at  ihe  rear 
of  the  aircraft  to  a waiting 
police  car. 

Following  her.  her  39- 
year-old  mother  Jackie, 
who  flew  to  Turkey  to  try 
to  pmsnade  her  dan^ter  to 
return,  looked  weary. 

It  teas  understood  last 
nig^t  that  Sarah  was  to  be 
reunited  with  her  fotiher 
Adrian,  t«ed  42.  at  an  on- 
disrimed  destination,  nie 
family  are  totoected  to  be 
given  time  to  try  to  get  back 
to  as  normal  a life  as  poss- 
ible before  being  inter- 
viewed by  Esses  social 
services. 

Passengers  on  board  the 
fiigh*  said  that  Sarah,  her 
head  covered  accordl^  to 
Islamic,  sat  in  business 


and  seemed  happy 
and  relaxed,  chatting  to 
Turkish  journalists. 

It  was  the  final  1^  of  a 
long  journey  from  the 
Turkish  town  of  Kahra- 
manmaras.  Eaiiler,  she  and 
her  mother  had  been  be- 
skesei  by  cameramen  as 
she  took  a connecting  fil^t 
from  Ankara. 

Sarah,  who  has  denied 
reports  that  she  is  six 
weeks  pregnant,  married 
18>yearo1d  Musa  Eomea* 
gac  in  an  ill^al  Islamic 
ceremony  early  in  January 
with  foe  frill  consent  of  her 
parents.  He  is  in  jail  facing 
charges  of  statutory  rape. 

Sarah  has  told  the  Turk- 
ish press  that  she  will 
return  to  her  “husband**  as 
soon  as  possible. 

She  had  hoped  to  be  able 
to  give  evidence  at  his  trial 
but  is  expected  to  have  to 
surrender  her  passporL 


A 


An  Inaugural  Offer 

7 ni^ts  in  Costa  Rica,  the  Land  of  Wonders,  from  £525.00 


glorious  piimarp,  besutiful  landscapes, 
lakes,  riven,  two  coastlines,  exotic  flon,  wild- 
life. friendly  peorie,  national  parks,  sophisti- 
cated Iifesbfi&  peaceful,  beadies  b^od  be- 
lief anda  true  paraifise  on  earth.  Costa  Rica  is 
m'thoutdoubtthemostexcitingdestinationin 
travel  tO(to’. 

IheabcvewiUbemadeawulableto  the  British 
traveller  when  we  inaugurate  the  first  ever 
fliriit  series  to  San  Jose,  the  lovely  capital  of 
Costa  Rica.  Siiiae  the  counby  is  small  airi 
diverse,  most  places  cf  interest  can  be  visited 
in  Qie  course  d one  day;  these  include  the 
Pacific  or  Caribbean  coasts,  the  Turtle  chan- 
nels, tbe  natkxial  parks,  volcanoes,  coffee 
plantations,  orchid  arms,  botanical  gardens, 
lakes  or  San  Jose  with  its  lovely  squares,  thear 
tres  and  museums. 

With  tiwse  attributes  we  have  decided  on  Ok 
4-riarHoleITorFe(orsirm1ar)asourbasebotb 
k)  relax  and  e^re.  U has  fine  acooofunoda- 
tionwith  fullfedlities.bais,restaurant,gv- 
denairisu^rofningpooL  Extortions  are 
able  to  all  of  the  sights  mentioned  above. 

We  are  making  available  just  20  places  at  a 


DEPARTURE  DATES  & PRICES 
1996  per  person  in  a twin 
Pebl5,22.29JE525 
Mar7,lA21.28J535 
Apr4jQ6S-Aprll.  1S.25£54S 
May2,9,16.23,30JE545 
Singleroom5un2eirRnt£125 

Supplement  tar  the  4-star  Hotel  Fiesta, 
Puntarenas.£56  per  persem  per  week 
nmMoterMffll6tiit*,i^tnnsien,?nltiib'etthe 

0171-6161000 


spedai  inaugural  offer  on  a ftrst-oome  first-reserved 
batis  taoi»jusUS2S  feraseven-nightsby.  Remember 
that  Costa  RIca.aIihough  being  Qu  ttrird  most  prosper- 
ous country  in  the  western  hemisphere,  is  inexpensive 
and  unspoQt  by  large  lour  operators. 
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A fanner  rescues  his  sheep  fivm  a snowdrift  near  Eskdalemair.  Damfiies  and  GaUoway,  where  19  traveUers  had  to  be  airlifted  Grom  a train  in  14ft  of  snow  photograpmmurdomacleod  Birmingham:  A plastic  bag  givc^  shelter  photograph  mkesharp 


30,000  homes 
without  power 
as  snow  brings 
chaos  to  most 
of  Britain 


Alax  Banos 
Eiiand  douston 
and  Tom  Sharratt 


Almost  30,000  homes 
were  without  electricity 
yesterday  after  heavy 
snowfalls  caused  disruption 
throughout  the  country, 
brin^g  chaos  to  air,  road 
and  fail  networks. 


Southern.  Scotland  and 
Cumbria  bore  the  brunt  of 
blizzards  that  also  hit 
Wales,  the  Midlands  and  the 
North-East.  In  Dumfries 
and  Galloway,  19  people 
were  airlifted  from  a train 
stranded  in  14ft  of  snow. 
Roads  were  also  badly  hit: 

1 J200  stranded  travellers 
had  to  seek  shelter  in 
schools  closed  for  the  day. 


Dozens  of  power  lines  col- 
lapsed in  south-west  Scot- 
land and  south-west  Wales. 

Scottish  Power  said  al- 
most all  its  12,000  homes 
without  electricty  should 
be  reconnected  this  morn- 
ing, but  South  Wales  Elec- 
tricity fSwalec)  said  its  engi- 
neers were  having  trouble 
getting  to  damaged  cables 
serving  15,000  customers.  • 


A Swalec  spokesman  said 
they  had  been  unable  to  use 
helicopters  because  the  con- 
ditions were  so  bad , and 
many  homes  would  be  with- 
out power  overnight  as  tem- 
peratures fell  to  -3'C. 

With  the  cold  snap  pre- 
dicted to  last  until  the  week- 
end. motoring  organisa- 
tions advised  drivers  to 
avoid  using  cars.  Hundreds 


of  accidents  were  reported 
>’esterday  and  many  main 
roads  were  closed  in  the 
North  West  and  Scotland. 
Birmingham  Intematjonal 
.Airport  was  closed  and 
train  services  disrupted. 

At  least  two  people  died 
because  of  the  weather.  A 
driver  died  in  a three-car 
pile  up  in  North  Wales  and  a 
man  aged  72  was  found  fro- 


zen to  death  after  ho  left  a 
nursing  home  to  go  jogging. 

Despite  the  snow — eveir*- 
where  saw  at  least  two 
inches  apart  from  Com- 
walLEast  Angliaand  Kent 
— the  average  temperature 
of  around -2  Cwas  lUgber 
than  the  previous  cold 
snaps.  The  National  Grid 
said  demand  was  not  as 
high  as  before  and  there  was 


no  danger  of  enforced 
power  cuts. 

A London  Weather  Cen- 
tre  spokesmiui  sold  snow- 
falls would  be  getting 
lighter  from  today,  with 
sleet  spreading  from  the 
west.  The  temperature  will 
be  milder  but  there  will  be 
no  tbaw  until  the  weekend. 


Forecast,  G2,  page  16 


Bottomley 
‘framed’ 
surgeon 


VfvefcChaudhary 


The  then  Health  Sec- 
retary. Virgina  Bot- 
tomley. and  other 
leading  figures  in  the 
NHS  conspired  against  a hos- 
pital consultant  following  a 
patient’s  death  to  deflect 
media  attention  from  health 
cuts,  the  High  Court  was  told 
yesterday. 

“I  was  framed  and  set  op.” 
Anthony  Peiny,  a consultant 
orAopaedlc  surgeon  at  St 
Mary’s  hospital,  Sidcui),  Kent 
told  the  court  Mr  Percy  is 
suing  the  Daily  Mirror  for 
libel  after  an  article  pub- 
lished last  March  branded 
him  "Doctor  DoUttle”. 

It  suggested  he  was  guilty'  of 
gross  dereliction  of  duty  be- 
cause he  bore  some  responsi- 
bility' for  the  death  of  Mal- 
cohn'Murray,  aged  45. 

Mr  Murray  died  at  Leeds 
General  Infumary  last  March 
after  being  flown  200  miles 
from  Queen  Mary’s  hospital 
because  a neurosurgical  bed 
could  not  be  found  for  him  in 
the  South  East  region. 

Mr  Percy,  aged  55,  of  Bick- 
ley.  Kent  told  the  court  that 
the  hospital’s  chief  executive, 
Stephen  CoUinson,  had  sent 
him  a letter  after  the  article 
appeared,  saying  it  was  politi- 
cally inevitable  that  scape- 
go.’its  would  be  required. 

He  added  that  Mr  CoUinson 
had  told  him  that  someone  at 
the  Department  of  Health  had 
said  "Sack  the  doctor'’. 

Mr  Percy  named  those  con- 
spiring against  him  as  yi'U- 
liam  Wells,  chairman  of  the 
South  Thames  Regional 
Health  Authority  (STRHA): 
Mr  CoUinson:  Mrs  Bottomley 
aTid  a senior  civil  servant  at 
the  Department  of  Health 
named  HoUebon. 

He  told  the  court  "I  feel 
like  a criminal.  1 feel  like  my 
reputation  and  my  whole  life 
IS  in  question.  It  was  orches- 
trated in  my  view.” 

His  counsel,  Charles  Gray 
QC.  told  Mr  Justice  FTench 
and  the  jury  that  Mrs  Bottom- 
ley  had  caUed  for  Mr  Pereas 
role  in  the  affair  to  be 
•’highlighted". 

Daily  Mirror  clai^ 
that  its  story  was  a feir  and 
accurate  account  of  the  con- 


Anthony  Percy:  alleges  plot 
to  conceal  health  cots 

tents  of  the  STRHA  report 
which  criticised  Mr  Percy  for 
giving  advice  from  home  by 
telephone  rather  than  going 
to  the  hospital  when  Mr  Mur- 
ray u'as  brought  in. 

Mr  ^rcy  said  he  was  on 
call  but  was  not  asked  to  at- 
tend the  hospital  that  ni^t 
He  would  have  been  there 
"like  a shot”  if  asked.  He  gave 
what  administrative  support 
he  could  by  suggesting  neuro- 
surgery units  to  which  Mr 
Murray  could  be  moved. 

Mr  Percy  said  inquiries 
held  by  the  hospital  and  the 
STRHA  had  "manipulated  the 
fhets". 

George  Carman  QC.  for 
Mirror  Group  Newspapers, 
asked:  “And  are  you  saying 
Mrs  Bottomley  was  involved 
in  that  manipulation?” 

“It  seems  like  it  to  me,”  Mr 
Percy  replied. 

Mr  Carman  said  seniew  con- 
sultants, including  the  medical 
dlrectm'  in  the  NHS  executive, 
beliei^  Mr  Percy,  a consul- 
tant for  19  years,  should  not 
have  Idl  his  Soutii  African 

senior  bouse  officer  — who 
had  only  worked  in  the  NHS 
for  five  weeks  —to  cope. 

Mr  Percy  said  be  had 
“every  right  to  assume  and 
expect”  that  the  patient 
would  be  found  a bed  In 
Southampton,  a unit  he 
recommended,  but  knew 
there  would  be  “fiak"  when 
he  learned  that  Mr  Murray 
was  beii^  sent  to  Leeds. 

The  hearing  continues. 


Gas  ‘fat  cat’  gets  more  cream  in  £4m  pension  package 


Simon  Beams 
and  Chris  Barrie 


The  abrupt  departure  of 
Cedric  Brown,  the  Brit- 
ish gas  chief  who  became 
synonomous  witii  "fot  cat  " 
salaries,  caused  a new  politi- 
cal row  last  n^ht  when  it 
emerged  that  he  was  to 
receive  a pension  and  other 
perks  which  could  cost  as 
much  as  £4.26  million  to 
finance. 

His  early  retirement  from 
the  group  in  April  was  an- 
nounced as  British  Gas  un- 
veiled radical  plans  to  split 
the  groiq>  in  two,  with  new 
chief  executives  appointed 
later.- 

Mr  Brown,  aged  60,  will 
receive  a pension  of  £247.000  a 
year  but  will  also  be  paid 
£120,000  to  act  as  a consultant 
to  the  privatised  group  for  a 
year  after  his  departure.  In 
addition,  the  company  will 
provide  hfan  with  an  office,  a 
secretary  and  a chauffeur- 
driven  car  to  support  him  in 
his  new  but  unpaid  role  as 
head  trf'  the  Institution  of  Gas 
Engineers. 

The  scale  of  the  retirement 
package  reignited  the  row 


about  boardroom  excess 
which  b^an  16  months  ago 
when  It  emei^ed  that  Mr 
Brown  had  been  awarded  a 75 
per  cent  pay  rise  to  £475,000  a 
year. 

Pension  e.xperts  last  night 
backed  Labour's  claims  that  a 
£247.000  index-linked  pension 
would  cost  more  than  £4  mil- 
lion to  fund.  Equitable  Life 
said  that  an  annuity  for  that 
amount  would  cost  £4JI58  mil- 
lion to  buy. 

In  the  Commons  there  were 
clashes  at  Prime  Minister's 
Questions  when  Tony  Blair 
asked:  “When  customer  com- 
plaints to  BG  have  doubled 
and  the  company  is  being 
for^  to  split  in  two  today 
because  of  huge  losses  on  gas 
contracts,  do  you  think  that 
the  leaving  package  of  the 
chief  executive ...  is  justified 
or  not?" 

John  Major  said  that  the  de- 
cision to  split  the  company 
was  design^  to  increase  com- 
petition — something  Labour 
should  welcome  — but  be  was 
noD-commital  on  the  pay 
Issue. 

“Ihat.  in  the  private  sector, 
is  a matter  for  the  sharehold- 
ers,” be  said. 

Mr  Brown  earlier  denied  he 


Duke  died  from 
huge  overdose 


Qanr  Younge 


The  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland, renowned  as  a 
bon  viveur  amoog  Brit- 
ish high  society,  died  from  a 
massive  overdose  of  amphet- 
amines prescribed  to  combat 
a rare  illness,  an  inquest  was 
told  yesterday. 

A rare  gland  disorder 
caused  the  duke,  aged  42.  the 
Queen’s  godson,  to  gain  exces- 
sive wei^t  and ‘Suffer  from 
du^ic  insnwiTite  that  was  SO 
bad  he  used  to  foil  asleep  dm'^ 
Ing  die  day.  He  took  20  Dexe- 
drine  stimulant  tablets  a day 
to  counteract  the  effects  of  the 
sleeping  pills  he  took  at  night. 

In  October  last  year  the 
duke's  valet  found  him 
slumped  on  the  third  floor  of 

his  private  apartment  at  his 
stat^'  home  — Syon  House 
in  Brentford,  west  London. 
Pathol^Ut  Richard  Shepherd 
told  Hammersmith  coroner’s 
couri  he  died  of  amphetamine 
poisoning  — the  level  of  am- 


phetamine in  his  body  was  50 
per  cent  higher  than  a dose 
which  could  be  fataL  and 
three  times  the  normal  level. 

It  was  suggested  tlie  17- 
stone  duke  might  have  taken 
more  *h.^n  his  normal  dosage 
bemuse  he  knew  he  hsul  an 
estate  meeting  which  would 
require  his  fkiU  attention. 

“There  is  absolutely  no 
question  of  drug  addiction." 
said  his  GP.  Dr  Darid  O’Con- 
nell. He  told  the  inquest  the 
duke  had  been  taking  amphet- 
amines since  1973.  when  be 

was  diagnosed  as  suffering 
from  clinical  depression. 

In  1990,  his  excess  weight 
and  sileeping  problems  were 
found  to  be  caused  by  a rare 
gland  disorder.  He  was  taking 
the  amphetamines  to  "combat 
a genuine  pathological  condi- 
tion", added  Dr  O'Connell. 

The  coroner.  Dr  John  Bur- 
ton. recorded  a verdict  of  acci- 
dental death. 

The  11th  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland had  an  estimated  for 
tune  of  £255  million. 


O 


uTiini^partisan  to  their  side.  It^  overidealistic.  One 
protester  shouted:  ‘The  trees  love  us.’  And  I thought: 
‘How  do  you  know?  They  might  be  thinking,  ‘I’d  love 
to  be  a wardrobe.’  ” 

An  ex-security  guard  at  Newbury  speaks  out 


had  been  forced  out  or  made  a 
foU-guy.  A consequence  of  the 
demerger  was  that  his  job 
would  disappear  and  he  be- 
lieved it  was  time  to  make 
way  for  younger  managers. 

• But  he  admitted  that  the 
pay  controversy  had  wounded 
him.  “It  has  not  been  pleasant 
over  the  last  15  months.  But  it 
has  happened  and  1 prefer  to 
look  forward.  1 am  very  posi- 
tive about  my  own  future  and 


I look  forward  to  helping  the 
company  In  whatever  way  I 
can.” 

Observers  believe  that  Brit- 
ish Gas  chairman  Richard 
Giordano,  himself  paid 
£450,000  for  a part-time  role, 
has  been  manoeuvilxig  to  oust 
Mr  Brown  for  some  months. 
He  will  temporarily  act  as 
chairman  and  chief  executive 
of  the  two  new  compani^. 

But  yesterday  he  praised 


Mr  Brown  for  a "great  set  of 
achievements”.  Last  ntght  Mr 
Brown  found  support  from 
one  of  the  gas  industry's  lead- 
ing figures  when  Sir  Denis 
Rooke,  who  was  chairman  of 
the  company  at  privatisaUou 
In  1986,  said  he  had  been  un- 
fairly hounded  by  tlie  media. 

Sir  Denis  was  also  highly 
critical  the  Government  for 
chwging  the  rules  affecting 
British  Gas'. 


One  of  the  key  problems 
still  focing  the  company  de- 
spite yesterda!i’'s  demerger  is 
that  it  Is  saddled  with  £40 
billion  of  long-term  contracts 
for  gas  for  w^h  it  has  insuf- 
ficient customers  following 
the  rapid  onset  of  competition 
ordered  b>’  the  Government 


Leader  comment,  page  9; 
Split  fade  to  qweW  row,  end 
NetebDok,  page  1 1 


From  just  £30 


the  RAC 


vers 


From  [list  £30  (or  a full  12  months'  cover,  no  one 
offen  you  more  secunr/  on  the  road  than  the  RAC: 

M RAC  Rescue  covers  you,  not  your  cor.  So  now 
you  con  coll  on  us  whenever  you  need  fbst 
roadside  assistance,  even  vdien  you're  simply 
a possenger  in  someone  ebe's  air. 

I Roadside  Rescue.  In  more  ttian  8 out  of  10 
coses,  Our  potrols  con  fix  cars  on  the  spot. 
Othervrise,  they'll  tow  you  to  o nearby  garage, 
free  of  charge. 

■ Acodent  Service.  A ref^ocement  cor.  free  legol 
odvice,  plus  we'll  deal  with  your  insurers. 


PHONE  FREE  TODAY  ON 

0800  029  029 

. OR  INTERNET 
http://  www.rac.co.uk/ 


AND  QUOTE  SS1840/3/XX 


■ Theft  and  Vandalism  Cover.  If  your  car's  stolen 

or  can't  be  driven  of  vandalism,  we'll 

remove  it  to  a nearby  garage  or  secure  area. 

■ Battery  Assist.  A new  bottery  on  the  spot. 

Whatever  service  you  use.  callouts  and  our  labour 
are  free  - you  only  pay  lor  parts. 

You  can  oiso  toilor  your  cover  to  meet  your  needs, 
with  the  option  to  tal%  out  Joint  and  Family  Cover  or 
add  our  ‘Al  Home'  service. 

E)on't  wa'it  until  you  breol  dov.-n.  Rnd  cul  how  to  join 
the  RAC  today. 


Addc&s 


- 1 wait  lo  join  the  RAC. 

Pledse  toll  me  how  I con  from  just  £30* 

Mf/Mn/Mits/Ate 


F^fkode 


Wophana 


Send  IDS  RAC  Rescue.  FRB>OSl 
Bristol  BS38  7AU.  (M»itaiv  nwiiBd.) 

Vnciw  can  £30  e you  par  br  CentauDw  CmA  Cad  Mhtciy  w 

tew  DiUi.  Fvfl  prha  ii  £36  toid  £6  isetuM  gppllu  b ini  yaa 
nnniSenhTgnlr.AllpmiaKWBmanlncnliK  Ruiokaopat 
Madw  - Fnda  Ban  - 8pm.  StduilDr  ^ - S|Mn.  Suahir  lOan  - 4pn 
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44  Hatton  Garden,  London,  where  the  forerunner  of  the 
modem  projector  was  developed  CA-.'iDsiLUTcg 


Sex  swap  duo’s 
plea  to  court 


Clare  Dyer 

Legal  Correspondent 

TWO  transsey.uals  who 
were  registered  as  male 
at  birth  but  underwent 
“gender  reassignment"  sur- 
gery launciied  a hi^  court 
battle  yesterday  for  the  right 
to  be  legally  recognised  as 
female. 

The  two,  named  only  as  P 
and  G to  protect  their  identi- 
ties, are  cnailenging  the  “dis- 
tressing. humiliating  and  em- 
barrassing” refusal  of  the 
R^istrar  General  of  Births. 
Deaths  and  Marriages  to 
allow  them  to  alter  their  birth 
certificates. 

The  outcome  of  the  ease 
will  affect  thousands  of  trans- 
sejcuals.  There  are  estimated 
to  be  8,000  or  9.0iX>  in  Briuin. 
and  30  similar  cases  are  pend- 
ing. Without  the  right  lo 
change  their  birth  certifi- 
cates. transsexuals  cannot 
marry  in  their  chosen  sex  or 
adopt  children  with  a partner. 

In  Britain  the  case  of  the 
former  merchant  seaman. 
April  Ashley,  in  1970  laid 
down  that  an  indnidual's  sex 
is  a "historic  fact"  estab- 
lished at  birth. 

A similar  case  brought  by 
two  other  transsexuals  was 
ruled  admissible  last  month 
by  the  European  Commission 


Highland  peak 
funicular  hits 
environmental 
objection 


! oi  Human  Rights  in 
I Strasbours. 

Lsum  Com  OC.  represent- 
! ing  zh.e  tT/G  transsexuals,  told 
the  wurt  Uw  P.egistrar  Gener- 
al's ••urJar.-ful  and  Irrational" 
refusal  ’.vas  based  on  an  “out- 
dated" biological  tiew  of  dif- 
ferences between  the  sexes 
and  a failure  to  recognise  that 
P and  G were  bom  trith  “a 
female  brain". 

Though  registered  as  male 
at  binhu  each  had  “an  essen- 
tially female  personally  and 
psycholog>'“.  Ms  Cox  said. 

She  accused  the  Registrar 
General  rjf  mistakenly  relying 
on  “outdated  and  inappropri- 
ate" criteria  established  in 
the  Ashley  case.  She  said 
these  had  to  be  considered  ob- 
solete following  new  scien- 
tific evidence. 

She  cited  a discovery 
reported  in  the  scientific  jour- 
nal. Xature.  last  November 
th,at  n part  of  the  hypothala- 
mus !n  the  brain,  which  is 
smaller  in  women  than  in 
men.  was  also  “strikingly"  fe- 
male-sired in  six  male-to-fe- 
male  transsexuals. 

Tais  supported  the  hM»th- 
esis  that  gender  identity 
“stems  fivm  an  interaction 
between  the  developing  brain 
and  sex  hormones."  said  the 
• reporL 

I The  court  ts  expected  to 
! reser%*e  judgment  today. 


GPstoquit 
fundholding 
with  surplus 
of  £50,000 


Erlend  Cleuston 


*T“HE  attempt  to  run  a rail- 

I way  close  to  the  top  of  Brit- 
ain’s fifth  highest  mountain 
hit  an  awkwanl  set  of  buffers 
yesterday  in  the  shape  of 
Scottish  Natural  Heritage,  the 
body  chained  with  protecting 
the  Scottish  environment. 

It  announced  opposition  to 
the  Cairngorm  Chairlift  Com- 
pany’s proposal  to  replace 
a^lng  equipment  with  1.2 
miles  of  funicular  track  on 
the  4.084-foot  Cairn  Gorm. 

After  a lengthy  board  meet- 
ing in  Edinburgh,  it  said  it 
was  still  unhappy  about  the 
company's  ability  to  control 
the  290.UOO  smnmer  visitors 
expected  to  patronise  the 
£16.5  million  stiheme 

The  I'erclict  ivill  lawn  yet 
another  delay  to  a project  in- 
tended to  secure  the  long- 
term future  of  the  ski  and  rec- 
reational facility,  it  is  a 
serious  blow  for  the  companv. 
which  has  spent  the  past  15 
months  attempting  to  soothe 
environmentalisLs'  fears  that 
visitor  pressure  could  wreck 
the  habitat. 

The  company's  chief  execu- 
tive. Tim  Whittome.  said  last 
ni^t  “It  is  not  tiie  end  of  the 
road.  They  are  just  saying 
that  more  work  has  to  be 
done." 

However,  the  continued  ob- 
jections make  it  more  likely 
that  the  project,  due  to  be  con- 
sidered by  planners  on  March 
4.  will  now  be  decided  by  a 
public  inquiry.  E\ten  if  it  sur- 
vives that,  the  inevitable  de- 
lay could  threaten  the  compa- 
ny's access  to  £2  million  of 
European  Union  funding. 

The  comply  had  agreed  to 
restrict  tourists  to  conducted 
tours  of  the  summit  just  484 
i^t  above  the  funicular’s  fer- 
minus.  If  controlled  rambles 
still  posed  too  much  of  a 
threat  to  the  rare  plovers  and 
Arctic  mosses.  Mr  Whittome 
reserved  the  right  to  close  the 
terminus. 

However.  Scottish  Natural 
Heritage  described  the  agree- 
ment as  inadequate. 


David  Biindle,  Social 
Services  Corresp«ideiit 


ONE  of  the  first  practice 
of  fundholding  family 
doctors  is  quitting  the  scheme 
with  a £50.000  surplus  which 
it  made  in  previous  years, 
and  leaving  Its  health  author^ 
ity  to  meet  £60.000  of  its  esti- 
mated losses  this  year. 

'Hie  anomaly  benefiting  the 
practice  in  Pljinpton.  Devon, 
arises  because  the  Govern- 
ment's fundholding  rules 
have  no  provision  for  a sur- 
plus made  in  one  year  to  be 
set  against  a loss  in  another. 

Tlie  practice  is  voluntarily 
using  about  half  its  accrued 
surplus  of  just  under  £100,000 
to  pav  off  some  of  its  anticV- 
I p?ted  109.5416  losses  of  EllZOOQ. 
A spokesman  for  tiie  health 
authority.  South  and  West 
Devon,  said  yesterday*:  “Sixty 
thousand  pounds  may  not 
seem  a lot  in  the  context  of 
our  budget  of  almost  £236  mil- 
lion. but  it  must  be  compared 
w'itii  the  total  overspertd  we 
met  last  year  of  £17,000  fTom 
more  than  one  practice." 

The  Plympton  practice. 
Savage  and  partners,  was  one 
of  the  pioneering  fundholders 
in  1991.  Under  the  scheme, 

GPs  get  budgets  for  tteir  pa- 
tients' hospital  care.  From 
.April  more  than  half  the  pop- 
ulation of  England  will  have  a 
ftindholding  doctor. 

Chris  Westwot^,  the  lead 
partner,  says  he  and  his  col- 
leagues are  withdrawing  at 
the  end  of  next  month  be- 
cause fundhoiding  is  no 
longer  worthwhUe. 

“Fundholding  is  really  an- 
other form  of  privatisation, 
and  we  are  assumii^  more 
legal  responsibility  for  the 
provision  of  care  for  our  pa- 
tients" he  wrote  in  Fundfaold- 
ing  magazine. 

“This  becomes  unaccept- 
able when  there  is  insuffi- 
cient monev'  in  the  budget.  So 
we  have  decided  to  pass  this 
responsibilitv*  hack  to  the 
health  authority”. 

Dr  Westwood  was  unavail- 
able for  fuither  comment. 


Addressing 
the  balance 
of  movie 
history 

Helen  Nowieka  on  cinema’s  blue  plaqu^ 


Film  directors  D^tA  Jarman  (left)  and  Alfred  Hitchcock,  and  Trevor  Howiird  and  Celia  Johnson  in  Brtei  Knvounirr 


From  the  outside  the 
drab  ofBce  block  at 
44  Hatton  Garden 
seems  as  dully  fono 
tional  as  Its  neighbours  in 
London’s  diamond  mazicet. 
but  after  decades  of  obscu- 
rity tbe  Importance  of  this 
address  in  cinema  histoty 
is  about  to  be  tecc^nised. 

It  was  on  spot  in  1886 
that  cinema  pioneer  Robert 
Paul  perfbeted  the  technol- 
for  his  tbeatrograph. 
forerunner  of  tbe  modem 
projector.  Pan!  took  the 
machine  around  music 
halls  showing  his  own  50- 
second  movies,  and  was  a 
key  figure  in  launching  the 
British  film  industry. 


As  part  of  celebrations 
this  year  to  mark  the  cente- 
nary of  British  cinema,  the 
Batton  Gardoi  site  and  280 
othws  of  similar  import 
tance  are  to  be  decorated 
with  commemorative 
plaques. 

Hie  first  will  be  unveiled 
at  the  theatre  of  tbe  Unlveiv 
sity  of  Westminster,  Re^nt 
Street,  on  February  20,  ex- 
actly 100  years  after  tbe 
first  successful  public  film 
performance  in  Britain 
took  place  there. 

Other  plaques  will  mark 
out  such  significant  loca- 
tions as  Camforth  station 
in  Lancashire  where  Tre- 
vor Howard  removed  grit 


from  Celia  Johnson's  eye  in 
Brief  Encounter,  and  Fisb- 
gnard  harbour  where  John 
Huston  shot  Moby  Dick. 

Ealing  and  BIstree 
studios  will  be  remem- 
bered, as  will  the  Bristol  of- 
fices of  Aardman  Anima- 
tions, creators  of  PlasficSne 
stars  Wallace  and  Gromit. 
Less  high  profile  endeav- 
ours will  also  be  recog- 
nised. like  that  of  Gordon 
Richardson  of  Workington. 
Cumbria,  who  has  driven 
more  ♦haw  3 million  mites 
around  England  delivering 
fiiwic  to  cinemas. 

Phil  Walkley  of  Cinema 
100,  joint  OT^uisers  with 
the  British  Film  Institute  of 


the  £Sd,000  project,  said 
sites  had  been  chosen  from 
public  suggestions,  with 
dcesia  buildings  .ittreeting 
many  nominations.  *‘W‘c 
think  chat  was  because 
fiiey  are  dhappeaiing  and 
people  want  to  record  their 
affection.  Wo  have  bad  | 
worid  war  three  going  on  | 
over  which  is  the  oldest  | 
functioniag  cinema  in  Brit- 
ain. There  were  contenders 
in  Brighton.  Birmingham 
and  Torbay." 

One  sign  in  BrLstol  will 
commemorate  Cary  Grant's 
time  at  Fairfield  grammar  | 
school.  Grom  which  he  was  | 
expelM.  Had  he  stayed,  he 
mlsdtf  never  have  joined  I 


the  nav)-  and  travellMl  lu 
HoUywntMl. 

A constant  theme 
thronghont  the  iiisc  ecniao' 
has  been  the  lorn  of  Brithib 
film  Industry  talent  to 
America.  In  IMW  lv>'  Cto.><e 
of  Stockton-on-Tees  won 
the  world's  first  beauty 
contest  und  went  on  to  be- 
come a silent  movie  star  In 
Htdiywoud.  Her  photogra- 
pher husband  was  killed  In 
a car  crash  and  .she 
returned  to  England  virtu- 
ally destitute.  However, 
her  homecoming  was 
American  cinema’s  loss  — 
her  son  Ronald  Neame 
went  on  to  direct  a string  of 
successful  British  films.  In- 


cluding Thr  Prime  of  Miss 
jenn  ttrodle. 

On  Merwysidr  ll»  work 
of  triple 

Oscar  winner  George 
Groves  will  be  remembered 
70  vears  after  hr  left  hi* 
home  in  St  Helen*  for 
America.  Grove*  worked 
ftw  Warner  Brother*  dur- 
ing the  studio’s  drive  to  in- 

recorded  Al  Jolsoa  fur  the 
I'irsl  laikir.  The  .laf/ 
Singer. 

He  had  Academy 
Award  nomlnucliin*  and 
was  inv^dved  with  the  his- 
tory of  smtnd  in  flims  firuni 
tauslcals  in  the  IWW*  to  A 
Clockwork  Orange. 


Its  a matter 
of  taste. 


BETWEcN  HEART  & MfNp 

fwadela;MMisfcnrctv?ii'.te  "i 


M3 


Most  of  us  care  about  vdiat  we  eat.  but  don't  want  to  compromise  on  taste.  Introducing  Pact  and  Gaio. 

Pact  is  a reduced  fat  spread  made  with  buttermilk  to  give  it  a distinctly  buttery  taste,  it  is  also  enriched  vrith  Omega  3.  the  same 
essential  nutrient  that  is  found  in  fresh  fish.  Gaio  is  low  in  fat  and  comes  in  a range  of  delicious  flavours.  Gaio  contains 
Causido  Culture  which  means  that  it  not  only  tastes  good  — but  can  help  maintain  your  body’s  natural  bidance  by  lowering  cholesterol 
when  eaten  as  part  of  a low  fat  diet.  So  why  not  cut  out  the  coupons  below  and  taste  them  for  yourselves. 

FOR  FURTHER  PRODUCT  INFORMATION,  PLEASE  CALL  THE  FOLLOWING  NUMBERS: 

Pact:  0161  339  5584  Gaio:  0161  343  5774 


compliHentb 

Sec  bdow  for  detiEv. . 


TO  THE  CUSTOMER 

Thb  coupon  can  only  be  used  in  part  pqrmcnc  aplnx 
onepurdBseefaq)r4er8padicf  Cm  Please 
preMK  dlls  coupon  vwMi  die  produa  at  die 
dwekeuL  Oidjr  one  eoupen  per  pwdwM. 

VaMd  until  31  J.96. 

TOTHE  RE13ULER 

HO  Feeds  Pic  will  redeem  dils  cewpon  far  30p. 
phB  die  smndard  han^g  aBewanea.  provided 
that  k has  been  accepted  far  pare  pqencnc  far 
4 or  8 pack  e(  Gale  and  ne  oriter  kam. 

MO  raaerve  die  richt  to  refase  pqFineni  aphne 
nUsredeamed  eeupom. 

Redempden  adfraa 
HD  Foods  PI&Depc  513  (NCH).  Corby; 
NerdonisNNI7  INN. 


0443  03159 
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Pact 

3,  fM  -V  - 
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TO  THE  CUSTOMER 

(CufiOn  rjn  ;>ilf  Be  irxd  in  pj*l 
enr  purtrst'.-dl  i-inn-i  .|  J'Oq  r«  >'.*< 

r>A.*nt  ;itu  ccunun  with  dw  poduc:  at  dw 
Om,-  avf  noi^vt  piii(h.v.e 

TO  THE  RETAILER 

•'.O  fz^r.  F*c  ih.-.  raupni  for  vlji  phft 

tr.e  rjndr'J  hjritfirr.']  .liiuviinn:,  prA-'Ji.'.l  ihj?  >;  hjs 
Si-vi  ci-nn-t!  ^'!t  Pi'll.  »iii<  .’Uj  tH  ii4i  d 
P'.s:!  Pk-ruin  flin  toieian  nn  (jin  llkin  t-au 
'Twv>i<is  .Ai-r  |hr  (.rariinti  da-4*  d.rti‘  l.i 
f.CrjoJ-.  i"r.  Poft  51  Ji.'K'Mi.  c.vl'y. 
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News  in  brief 


Footballer  gets 
5 years  for  killing 

jailed  for  Qve  years  yesterday 
outside  a Liverpool  hotel  in 

slaughter  at  Liverpool  crown  court.  His  23-yeaw»ld  brother 
Joto  aM  a third  man.  Kevin  Atkinson,  who  admitted  assaolt- 
Ing  Mr  Dunphy,  were  Jailed  tor  nine  months.  Mr  Donphy  died 

almo6tmstanayafterthekik,thecourtwastold. 

Water  inquiry  challenge 

A CRT^  ofYorkshire  Water’s  handUngof  the  drou^t  in  the 
centra  Patmines  yesterday  called  ftffa  ton  partiaiwi>t^ryTrwtiifyy 
covemg  the  eCEbcts  of  privatising  the  industry  on  the  wat^ 

sumuy. 

Tte  can  came  foom  Fenny  Ward  GfWaterWatch,  one  of  the 
firm  smost  persistent  consumer  monitore.  as  a two-montb  in- 
quiry mm  Yoricshire  Water’s  handUngrf  the  dpou^  was 

launched  to  a lukewarm  reception  from  w»»ftnwwg|-^qpg  ibs 
compu^sdedsiontoiwyfbrfoelnqiziryandappointitsdiair- 
mi^  John  UCTQC.  led  to  caution  abc^  the  prospects  cf  a ton. 
unfettered  review.  Ms  Ward  said:  ‘TVe  naari  «w  mmiiTY 
covers  the  whde  country." 

Professta‘Uff.headoCengiHeeringlawatKing‘aroH^^,T<m- 

dofl.  defended  the  inquiry’s  Independence.  Atartbt  ■ 

Weamaright 


Boy  killed  holiday  doctor 

AHOSPTTALconsullantwasshotdeadoa&pntGfhiswzIebyalg- 
year-old  boy  as  they  stroHed  hand  in  hand  on 
in  Turkey,  an  IngiMst  at  Pnrtsmmifhhfta^-dyoctofrinj 

Ihe  boy  had  hSped  Michael  &tde,  61,  end  his  wife  pidt  flowers 
btfore  shooting  hhu  in  the  back  with  a shotgun. 

Mr  Kettle  and  his  wife  Frances,  57,  from  SmTthw»a,  Hampshire, 
had  been  <hi  hcdiday  in  Ula  Ma^a  in  June  199ft.  Coroner’s  officer 
David  Thomas  saM  the  boy  had  been  jailed  tor  24  years,  reduced 
to  five  years  after  be  confused.  A veidiet  of  nniawftil  killing  was 
recorded. 


(Solden  oldie  beats  Bond 

RICHARD  Wilson,  the  star  of  BBC  TV's  One  Foot  in  the  Grave, 
yesterday  received  the  Oldie  cf  the  Year  award. 

He  beat  the  former  James  Bond,  Sean  Connny,  to  the  title 
organised  by  editor  ofThe  Oldie  magazine,  Richard  Zograins. 

Prevmus  wiimers  mcliHfe  Judge  Stephen  Tumin,  Sir  Dads 
Hiatcher  and  ^Ose  Milligan.  Jack  Jones,  82.  rfiairman  oftbe 
National  Pensioners’  ConvaitioD,  was  nampH  Oldie  campaigner 
cf  tbeyear. 


‘No  collision’  before  sinking 

THERE  was  no  evidttxse  to  indicate  that  the  trawler  Pescado 
collided  wi  th  another  vessel  beflu^  she  sank  with  the  loss  of  he: 
six  crew  memb^.  salvage  espert  Robert  Mudtiaszewick,  who 
supervised  the  raismg  (f  the  boat  told  Bristol  crown  court 
yesterday. 

The  trawler’s  c^ierators,  Alan  Ayres  and  Joseph  O'Connar. 
ripny  rnflTvdangti^  Thp  jtiiry  hag  hfton  trtld  that  Ayran;  will  olahn 
the  100-tanne  trawls  was  hit  by  a submarine  before  she  sank  in 
February  1991. 

Mr  Micklaszewlck  said  the  damson  file  Pescado  was  caused 
by  the  vessel  hitting  the  sea  bed  whrai  she  sanln  ihe  prosecution 
has  alleged  that  the  vessel  was  unseawcxihy  and  unstable.  The 
case  continues. 


‘Eteiby  smuggler'  charged 

AKUnSH  aid  wcKker  accusedofsmugglinga  bailout  of 
Roniania  will  appear  in  court  on  Mardi  1 after  being  dharged 
yesterday  wifo  conspiracy  in  an  illegal  border  crossiDg. 

It  is  the  fhiiji  time  in  Hmcmtiistiiat  Bribms  have  been  accused 
by  the  authorities  of  smugging  babies  out  of  the  country. 

Police  allege  that  WiUian  Bo^  49.  took  a baby  £tom  a hospital 
viiere  it  had  been  abandmed  by  its  parwsts  and  smuf^ed  it  to 
Britain,  where  social  services  1^  yesw  began  an  investigation 
mto  bow  tite  baby  had  coiite  mto  the  care  tfa  coi^  in  Nortlheast 
Etegland.  The  couple  reportedly  said  th^  were  given  the  baby  by 
a man  at  the  WatGcatl  Gap  sovice  station  m the  Ml. 


Airline  pays  for  crash  stress 

A WOMAN  is  to  receive  eompeaisatiaii  tor  stress  after  a plane  hit 
her  iKHise  beAxe  crashirig,  killing  its  five  crew  inembers. 

Kargn  England  Cflwrftly  h-aiimatispd  hy  the  flnr.ident. 

for  which  Air  Algerie  has  admits  re90nsibility.‘7he  Boeing  737 

clip^  the  nxf  of  her  bouse  before  craffihingat  vmienhall  Wood, 
Coventry.onDecemba-21,l994,andhasofiisedberca(mpeEiBa- 
tioD  believed  to  be  afour-figuresum. 

An  air  accident  report  blamed  pilot  error. 


'Boycott  Canadian  fish’ 

SUPERMARKETS  should  stop  buying  fish  ttmn  Canada  in  pro- 
test against  seal  culls,  MPs  saidyesterday.FecQlB  iubotb 
countries  felt  revulsion  at  fishmneD's  crusty  in  shooting  and 

clubbing  the  animals,  said  Labour’s  Tony  Banks  suppcotl^a 
campaign  the  International  Fund  FOr  Animal  Welfere  <uAW). 

LabourisDiane  AbbottandEmotMorl^.  Conservatives  Peter 
Bottomley  and  Andrew  Bowdmi.  and  Liboal  Democrat  Simeon 
Hughes  also  signed  the  early  day  nKfkm.  — JamesMeiltk. 


Advertisement 


How  to  become  a 
proofreader 

bvYVwverHorwood  publishing  industry  and  the 
. ...vTi....,-  freelance’s  role  in  it,  together 


Do  you  envy  people  who  love 
(heir  jobs?  I oid  too,  so  a few 
years  ago  I looked  for  a way 
to  combine  my  love  of  books 
with  the  need  to  earn  a living.  I 


was  a successful  sales  manager, 
so  1 oeoded  something  that 
paid  well. 


I discoN’eied  that  every,  year 

thousands  of  new  titles  are 
proofre^  and  copy-edited  by 
freelances  woilcing  frmn  home 
throughout  the  country.  1 also 
discovered  that  neither  a quali- 
fication in  publishing  nor  a pub- 
lishing background  was  neces- 
sary to  become  a freelance. 
Tciiy  I earn  over£20.000 a year 
as  a freelance  proofreader  and 
copv-ediior.  and  I love  every 


ilance’s  role  in  ft,  together 
with  a series  of  fault-fmcfing 
exercises  with  precise  answers 
and  explanations  tbar  provide 
ail  you  need  to  complete 
straightforw^  proofreading 
assignments. 

A list  of  101  potential  clients 
and  their  ad^sses  is  also 
included,  and  my  step-by-st^ 
advice  will  enable  you  to 
approach  them  with  confidence 
and  maxinuze  your  chances 
of  success. 

With  this  manual  as  your  wide, 
you  too  can  enjoy  a gratifying 
and  rewarding  fr^lance  care^ 
in  publishing.  Proofreading  is 
paracularly  rewarding,  as  is 
mn\'-edith^  What’s  more,  you 
save  and  money  by 


copy-eaiwr.  aiiu  » ^ 

minute  of  «•  .My  avoiding  the  mistakes  made  by 

now  IS  deciding  which  assign-  tSainnm  - mvself  in- 

nsscarch  on  the  w^*.  idenbfying 
iteniiai  sources  of  work 


Etmlilg  the  language  of  pub- 
lishing jargon...  discoyej^ 
Uirouch  trial  and  error  the  best 
way  to  piocecd...  and.  hardest 
of  all.  how  to  break  into  the 

world  of  freelancing. 

Now  voii  can  learn  from  my 
experience  (and  my  mistakes) 
InanewpubiicaiitHir  'frertince 

This  manual  provides  a clew 
and  concise  owrview  of  me 


CIUUCU9  Qfc  UJW  Miar^a 

Tb  oKlw  your  c^y  of 

ndyour 
£bok  title  and  your  pay- 
ment (cheque  or  ^Hsa/Acc^ 
with  exp.  dale)  of  £1 5 indtistve 
of  postage  and  handbttg  to 
Carnell  pic.  Dept  CE27 
Alresfoiti,  hr.  Cokhester,  E^x 
C07  SAP  or  telephone  their 
24  hour  order  line  on  01206 
825600  (quotingref.  CE27  ), 
allowing  up  to  14  days  for 
delivery.  You  may  return  the 
manual  any  time  within  three 
months  for  a .fiil!  re- 
fund if  not  satisfied. . 


Condon  calls  for  members  of  public 
to  ’pabol’  suspect  police  stations 


Duncan  Campbel 
Crtme  CoiTpapondeirt 


EMBERS  of  the 
public  could  be 

permanently  at- 
tached to  “sensi- 
tive” police  stations  in  an  at- 
tempt to  .reassure 
communities  about  police  be- 
haviour, the  Commissioner  of 
the  Metropolis  pediee,  Sir 
Paul  Condon,  said  yesterday. 

He  also  advocate  the  use  of 
video  cameras  in  police  cells 
to  demonstrate  that  his  offi- 
cers had  nothing  to  hide. 

He  teid  the  Met  dealt  with 
about  500  civil  actions  a year 
alleging  impropriety,  of 
which  about  140  were  dealt 
with  promptly  with  average 
payments  of  £7.500  [a  total  of 
about  £1  million].  Of  50  that 
went  to  coart  last  year.  28 
were  won  by  the  Met  Many  of 
the  others  were  mischievous. 


Sir  Paul  also  announced 
that  60  per  cent  of  those  ar- 
rested so  fer  for  street  rob- 
beries In  the  controversial 
Operation  Bye  had  been 
black.  He  said  the  next  big 
police  initiative,  in  April, 
would  be  aimed  at  cocaine 
and  heroin  dealers. 

In  his  “state  of  the  nation” 
session  with  journalists  after 
Monday  night's  Commons  de- 
bate on  the  Met  Sir  Paul  an- 
nounced that  criioie  was  genu- 
inely falling  in  the  capital 
with  a drop  of  30  per  cent  in 
armed  robbery  and  30  per 
cent  in  motor  vehicle  crime 
in  the  past  two  years. 

Burglaries  had  dropped 
from  190JHI0  a year  to  170,000. 
The  total  of  offences  bad 
apparently  been  moving 
remorseles^  to  the  million 
mark  in  19^  he  said,  when 
they  stood  at  970,000.  They 
now  ran  at  632.000  a year  and 
were  felling. 


He  said  pet^de  who  had 
been  scepti^  about  Opera- 
tion Eagle  Eye  because  he  had 
stated  that  many  of  those  in- 
volved were  black  youths, 
now  accepted  that  it  had  been 
a success.  “Anyone  who  says 
that  people  commit  ci^e  1^ 
cause  they're  black  is  a bigot 
or  a fool,”  said  Sir  Paul 
There  was  now  an  underclass 
of  alienated  young  people,  ex- 
cluded fixim  school,  involved 
in  drugs  and  with  little 
respect  (br  their  fellow  citi- 
zens. The  police  did  not  have 
the  “luxury”  oT  deal^  with 
the  causes  of  this  alienation 
but  had  to  handle  its  results. 

He  acc^ed  that  the  police 
did  not  have  the  confidence  of 
some  communities.  To  try  to 
win  this,  he  said,  he  had  sug- 
gested that  lay  visitors  could 
be  attached  24  hours  a day  to 
police  stations  about  which 
there  was  concern.  At  present 
lay  visitors  are  entitled  to 


visit  unannounced  but  n» 
where  are  they  present 
permanently. 

Video  cameras  could  also 
be  placed  within  stations,  in- 
clutong  cells.  'Xhis  would  pro- 
tect a police  officer  from  false 

accusations,  it  would  encour- 
age correct  procedure  “so  the 
few  foad  apples'  we've  got 
would  fear  exposure",  and  it 
would  cut  down  on  bureau- 
cracy because  it  would  in- 
crease the  number  of  guilty* 
pleas.  Already  the  use  of 
video  cameras  in  drug  opera- 
ti<ms  was  leading  to  more 
convictions. 

He  also  reaffirmed  that  be 
was  in  fevour  of  a folly-oper- 
ating police  authority  — at 
present  Londmi  has  a commit- 
tee with  fewer  powers  than  in 
provincial  areas.  He  said  he 
expected  sudi  an  authority  to 
grow  out  of  the  existing 
arrangement 

Sir  Paul  cited  the  BBC2  tele- 


vision  drama  series.  Our 
Friends  in  the  North,  as  illus- 
trating how  corrupt  the  Met 
had  once  been,  and  pointed 
out  that  at  that  time  it  en- 
joyed an  alrnosi  unblemished 

reputation.  Now  that  the 
force  was  more  open  and  hon- 
est than  e\'er  it  was  under 
greater  Scrutiny. 

In  any  or-.*anlsation  of 
45.000  people  there  would  be 
racism  and  corruption,  he 
said,  but  he  belie\'ed  tlint  was 
probably  more  within  jour- 
nalism than  the  police  ser- 
\ice.  which  was  makuiy  at- 
tempts to  deal  with  it. 

Ethnic  minority  officers 
now  totalled  BOO  tout  of 
28.0001,  and  9 per  cent  of  new 
recruits.  The  qualit>'  of  all 
recruits  had  never  been 
higher,  he  said. 

The  average  age  of  rerniiLs 
was  27.  They  were  streetwise 
and  no  longer  “19-year-olds 
from  the  country*". 


•V  .. 


Sir  Paul  Condon  . . . wants 
video  cameras  In  cells 


Colleges  seek  mergers 
in  struggle  for  survival 


jefon  .Tmicing  and  Patrick  Bogue  of  Onslow’s  anctltmeers  sort- 300  railway  posters  from  the 
1930s  for  sale  in  London  on  March  21  in  aid  of  children’s  charities.  Found  under  a former 
railwayman’s  bed,  they  are  expected  to  fetch  more  than  £100,000.  PHoroGrwpHt  framcmartin 

English  rules  are  ‘not  OK’ 


Andrew  CuH 

Mnitia  rnrrirrTTm** — t 


Rnpert  Murdoch 
professor  of  language 
and  communication 
last  night  rejected  the  no- 
tion that  spoken  English 
was  in  need  of  hospital 
treatment. 

Jean  Aitchison,  deliveiv 
ing  the  opening  1996  Relth 
Lecture,  spoke  np  for  Infor- 
mality and  phawgB  in  lan- 
guage and  defended  sweaiv 
Ing  as  increasingly 
acceptable. 

Posilig  the  question  “Is 
our  language  sick?”,  Ms 
Aitchison  scr^it  to 
frequently  raised  objec- 


tions about  a decline  in  the 
standard  of  speech  and 
pronunciation. 

In  the  first  of  five  lec- 
tures being  broadcast  on 
BBC  Radio  4.  entitled  The 
Language  Web,  she  said;  “A 
wide  web  of  worries,  a cob- 
web of  old  ideas  ensnares 
people  as  they  think  ahont 
language  — any  language — 
and  tbts  must  be  swept 
away.” 

Being  “matey”  in  conver- 
sation was  often  regarded 
as  more  important  than 
being  proper,  'resnltixm  In 
increasix^  approval  of  in- 
fonnal  styles  of  speech,  in- 
eluding  swearing.  Appro- 
priately, for  an  O:^ord 
nnlversity  jwofessor  spon- 


sored by  a media  baron,  she 
also  drfended  the  role  of 
newspapers,  radio  and 
television. 

“Newspapers  can  popu- 
larise new  words,  such  as 
bonkj  yomp  and  wimp,  and 
radio  and  television  can  in- 
flnence  attitudes  towards 
language.  These  days,  they 
send  the  senMble  bat  direct 
message  that  it’s  all  right  to 
talk  in  different  ways: 
Lenny  Henry,  Janet  Stiiret- 
Porter . . . and  others,  show 
tiiat  variety  is  the  s^ce  of 
linguistic  lifo.  Their  dffifer- 
ent  accents,  like  their  dif- 
ferent clothes,  are  a mark 
of  individuality.” 


Ptom  *ara  to  split  G2 


Modem  asthma  therapies  could  save  lives 


Chris  HfoUl 

MecHcal  Correspondmt 


lORE  than  100,000  lives 
Icouid  be  saved  world- 
wide each  year,  including 
1,000  in  tile  UR,  if  all  asthma 
patients  received  modem 
therapies,  international 
specialists  said  yesterday.  A 
programme  by  the  World 
HeeJfo  Organisation,  backed 
by  asthma  societies,  across 
the ' .world,  aims  to  promote 
etCective  treatment  of  the  'dis- 
ease and  fbcus  rnearcb  on 
why  it  is  rapidly  increasing 
and-wbat  can  be  done  about 
il 

. Doctors  said  while  the  pro- 
gramme  would  increase  pre- 
scribing costs  for  anti-asihma 
!dru^,  it  would  reduce  the 
heed'  for  hospital'  emergency 


treatment  and  improve  pa- 
tients’ health. 

Romain  Pauwels,  chairman 
cf  the  Global  Initiative  for 
Asthma  ((^Ina),  told  a press 
conference  in  London:  ‘'Be- 
tween 60  and  70  per  cent  of 
deaths  from  asth^  may  be 
prevented  with  mo^m  treat- 
ment and  we  are  confident 
that  100,000  lives  a year  could 
be  saved  by  our  prt^amme." 

The  prt^tanune  encourages 
use  of  “controller”  drugs  — 
inhaled  corticosteroids  — 
rather  than  relying  on  the  tra- 
ditional Ventolin-type 
“reliever”  drugs,  which 
should  be  kept  for  sudden 
attacks  of  breatitiessness. 

Prof  Pauwels,  head  of  respi- 
ratorj’  at  University 

hospital.  Ghent,  Belgium, 
said:  "More  than  150  million 
people  In  the  world  suffer 


from  the  disease,  and  num- 
bers are  increasing  in  every 
part  of  the  wcx'ld.”  Although 
the  cause  of  tiie  increase  was 
unknown,  research  would 
focus  on  environmental  or  in- 
door pollutant  particularly 
house  dust  mitte,  to  see  if  it 
was  possible  to  prevent 
people  from  developing 
asthma. 

Tim  Claik,  of  the  National 
Heart  and  Lung  Institute  in 
London,  said  adult  sufferers 
lost  on  average  around  six 
work  days  a year  and  chil- 
dren missed  30  days  of  school- 
with  many  parents  tak- 
ix^  time  cS  work  to  look  after 
them  or  pay  for  home  help. 
“The  costs  of  effective  treat- 
ment will  be  more  than 
recouped  by  the  benefits  to  in- 
dividuals and  society,”  he 
said. 


DeraM  MacLeod 
Education  Correspondent 


ORE  than  50  universi- 
ties and  colleges  have 
merged  or  are  holding 
merger  talks  as  financial 
pressures  threaten  to  drive 
some  institutions  to  the  wall 

The  talks  are  giving  rise  to 
hybrid  “colliversities",  with 
students  ranging  from  16- 
yearolds  in  courses  such  as 
plumbing  to  postgraduates. 

In  tile  largest  scheme,  the 
University  of  Derby  is  negoti- 
ating with  six  fltrfher  educa- 
tion colleges  to  create  a 
50,000-student  r^onal  uni- 
versity offering  a ladder  firom 
further  education  to  degree 
courses. 

The  trend  is  causing  alarm 
at  the  Further  Education 
Funding  Coimcil,  which  fears 
an  “academic  diift”.  with  in- 
stitiitioins  neglecting  basic  vo- 
cational trainii^  in  favour  of 
higher  education  courses. 
The  council  is  also  said  to  be 
wenried  about  losing  control 
of  parts  of  its  empire.  It  has 


Strength  in 
numbers 


Mergers  completed  betwemi: 
Lancaster  universitir  and 
(Charlotte  Mason  school  of 
education,  Ambleside,  Cum- 
bria; Portsmouth  university 
and  Portsmouth  college  of  art; 
Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  col 
leges.  Mid  Glamorgan;  De 
Mbntfort  university  and  Lin- 
colnshire con^  al  art,  Lin- 
colnshire coU^  of  agricul- 
ture and  Bedford  college; 
Epsom  school  of  art  and  West 
Surrey  college  of  art;  Long' 
lands  college  and  Marton 
sixth  form  college,  Middles 
terou^  Kirby  college  and 
Acklam  sixth  fbnn  college, 
Middlesbrough. 

Mergers  agre^  between: 
Monkwearmouth  and 
Wearside  colleges,  Sunder 


Refugees  win 
first  round 
ill  council 
housing  fight 


Alan  Travis 


A JUDGE  last  night  granted 
a High  Court  injunction 
against  Southwark  council 
after  it  refused  to  provide 
tempmmy  housing  for  a roto- 
gee  couple  ftum  the  Ivory 
Coast  b^use  they  could  no 
longer  claim  housing  benefit 
Ihe  legal  action  taken  by 

the  Refugee  Council  and 
backed  by  Shelter  is  expected 
to  be  the  first  of  many  such 
Court  cases  following 
the  Government's  decision  to 
withdraw  welfare  benefits 
frxim  up  to  30,000  asylum  seek- 
ersayear. 

The  change  which  affects 
those  who  fail  to  claim 
asylum  on  arrival  or  who 
have  lodged  an  appeal  came 
into  effect  on  Mtxiday. 

The  Ivory  CMSt  couple  ar- 
rived in  Britain  at  the  end  of 
last  week  and  lodged  an 
asylum  claim  on  Monday. 
'Rie  man,  referred  to  In  court 
as  Mr  K,  bears  the  physical 
eBbets  of  torture  and  has 
spent  three  months  in  prison. 
Both  his  fefhw  and  uncle 
have  been  murdered. 

Kate  AUen,  ^puty  director 
of  the  Refugee  Council,  said; 
“The  couple  should  have  had 
priority  housing  because  they 
were  vulnerable,  did  not 
speak  English  and  had  been 
tortured.” 

'Hie  High  Court  yesterday 
agreed  that  the  Refi^ee  Coun- 
cil had  an  arguable  case.  'Ihe 
injunction  instructing  Soufo- 
wark  to  house  the  married 
couple  was  granted  pending  a 
full  hearing  nest  Monday. 


set  up  a working  group  with 
the  Higher  Education  Fund- 
ing Council  for  England  to 
study  the  problem. 

Roger  Waterhouse,  vice- 
chancellor  of  Derby  imiversi- 
t>‘.  said  a study  by  manage- 
ment consultants  KPMG 
showed  that  a merger  would 
be  “financially  sensible",  and 
an  academic  feasibility  study 
had  been  carried  out. 

The  colleges  and  the  uni- 
versity’ insist  that  the  motive 
for  seeking  closer  links  is 
educational.  But  financial 
survival  is  becoming  a more 
pressing  concern,  and  pros- 
pects for  next  year  are  even 
worse  than  for  this. 

Further  education  colleges 
will  be  directed  to  take  in 
more  students,  while  the  sec- 
tor's budget  is  frozen.  The 
National  Association  of 
Teachers  in  Further  and 
Higher  Education  predicts 
thousands  of  Job  losses  in  the 
coming  year. 

Derby  university's  policy  of 
rapid  expansion  has  been 
halted  by  the  GovernmraFs 
freeze  on  numbers  in  higher 


eUucntion.  It  must  now  look 
to  local  pni't-tuiic  .dutlimts 

Institutions  with  fewei* 
than  Cl, non  tiill-iiine  stu(!i.*nts 
are  vtUnerable.  and  small  art 
and  agricultural  colleges  an* 
looking  for  shelter. 

The  Epsom  ami  Wesi 
Surrey  colleges  of  art  have 
merg^.  PortsmouUi  college 
of  art  has  joined  E^>l‘ts^10uth 
uni\*ersity.  Winchester  school 
of  art  is  talking  to  Soiithamii- 
ton  universitj*.  Lincolnshire 
agricultural  college  h.is 
si^ed  up  with  De  Montfort 
university*  and  Warwickshire.' 
agricultural  college  i.<  talking 
to  Mid-Warwickshire  college- 

A report  by  KPMG  ut  De- 
cember 1994  predicted  that 
100  colleges  w*ould  merge  or 
close  once  they  left  local  au- 
thorit>’  control,  but  the  Pui‘- 
ther  Education  Funding 
Council  has  discouraged 
merger  unless  strict  condi- 
tions are  met 

Ihe  vocational  emphasis  of 
collies  must  be  presetted, 
and  they  must  show  they 
have  explored  alternatives  to 
merger. 


land;  Hinkley  college.  Leices- 
tershire, and  North  Warwick- 
shire college,  Nuneaton: 
Humberside  and  Lincobishire 
universities;  Mid  Warwick- 
shire college.  Leamington 
Spa,  and  Warwickshire  col- 
lege of  agriculture;  Brunei 
and  South  Bristol  colleges, 
Bristol 

Merger  talks  between: 

Derby  university  and  sue 
FE  collies:  Broomfield  a^- 
cultural  college,  Morley;  High 
Peak.  Buxton;  South  East  Der- 
byshire; Mackworth:  Burton 
upon  Trent:  and  Derby 
Wilmorton. 

Teesside  university  and 
Cleveland  college  (already 


marged  with  William  Turner 
sixth  fonn):  Salford  uni\*ersiO’ 
and  University  college,  Sakonl 
Crewe  and  Alsager  colleges: 
University  of  Wales  and  Coleg 
Normal,  Rvigor:  Tile  Hill  and 
Henley  colleges,  Co\*entTj'. 

Staffordshire  university* 
and  Newcastle-under-Lyme 
collie;  University  of  Central 
England  and  East  Birming- 
ham college;  Reading  college 
and  Berkshire  college  of  art: 
Southampton  university  and 
Winchester  school  of  art: 

Leeds  Metropolitan  univer- 
sity and  Airedale  and  ^’harf- 
dale  collie:  St  Philip’s  sixth 
form  and  South  Birmingham 
colleges. 
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As  the  leadership  race  gets  under  way,  Martin  Walker  in  Metairie,  Louisiana,  witnesses  the  conversion  of  blacks  to  Rejaublicanism 

Praying  for  a God-fearing  president 


.y 


Behind  the  lines 


ELECTION  USA 

All  250  pounds  of 
^tricia  Anderson. 

40  and  black, 
are  shaking  gener- 
ously OS  she  waves 
the  golden  Jesus  banner  and 
prances  down  the  nave  of  her 
church  ci^'ing  “Sweet  sweet 
Lord".  Tliese  clip's  the  nils  of 
white  fiddler  and  organist 
and  black  Oauiist  is  not  un- 
usual, nor  is  the  thoroughly 
intcgr.'iied  congregation,  even 
in  iho  Deep  South  in 
L^lsinna. 

\Miat  is  unusual  is  the  huge 


button  advertising  Pat  Bu- 
chanan for  president 

Mr  Buchanan  calls  himself 
"the  angry  white  male"  and 
promises  that  the  first  thing 
he  would  do  as  president 
would  be  to  “put  an  end  to  the 
discrimination  against  white 
people  with  all  these  racial 
quotas  and  set-asides  and  af- 
firmative action  progzammes". 

Mrs  Anderson,  a mining 
aide,  grandly  shrugs  that 
aside.  Mr  Buchanan  is  her 
candidate  because  be  is  com- 
pletely against  abortion,  and 
that  is  God’s  cause.  She  has 
spmt  weeks  at  a time  on  her 
knees,  praying  and  singing 
outside  abortion  clinics. 

"The  other  thing  I like 
about  Buchanan  is  the  end  to 
welfore.  Just  cut  it  off.  the 
worst  thing  that  ever  hap- 
pened to  black  folks.  Welfare 
takes  the  man  out  of  your 
house,  the  pride  out  of  your 
life,  and  God  out  of  your 


heart,  that's  what  I say.  The 
Lord  wants  us  to  be  respon- 
sible Cor  our  own  selves.” 

Something  very  odd  is  hap- 
pening in  black  America.  It 
began  in  the  Reagan  years, 
which  produced  a sudden 
flood  of  black  intellectual  con- 
servatives who  cmdemned 
welfbre  and  food  stamis  and 
affirmative  action  as  liberal 
devices  to  keep  black  folk  in 

their  place. 

Now,  through  the  anti- 
abortion  mo\'ement  and  the 
Christian  Coalition,  black 
conservatism  is  spread^  far 
beyond  the  intelligentsia. 

Blacks  are  no  longer  a reli- 
able vote  for  the  Democrats. 
In  1994,  Ohio’s  Republican 
governor  won  40  per  cent  of 
the  black  vote,  and  24  of  the  62 
black  candidates  In  the  last 
congressional  elections  were 
running  on  the  Republican 
ticket. 

Louisiana  is  a cruelly  In- 


structive place  to  witness  the 
fiiiBHiHia  of  black  polities  in 
America.  Cleo  Fiel^  a pen- 
cil-sUm  black  congressman 
and  disciple  of  Jesse  Jackson, 
decided  to  run  for  governor 
last  year.  At  28  per  cent  of  the 
electorate,  the  blac^  vote  was 
enough  to  give  him  the  lead 
over  the  other  Democrats  but 


Atwater,  a brilliant  Southmm 
vdilte  Republican  strategist 
for  President  Bush,  devised 
his  devil's  pact 
If  blacks  helped  the  Repub- 
licans redraw  the  con^iu- 
eacy  boundaries,  they  coold 
hm  their  own  guaranteed 
coogresskmal  seats,  two  or 
thm  in  each  Southern  state. 


‘Republicans  are  loading  two  bullets: 
Hillary  Clinton  and  affirmative  action’ 


not  enough  to  prevent  his 
dictable  defeat  by  the  white 
R^nibUcan. 

Democrats  could  always 
win  in  Louisiana,  or  any- 
where in  the  South,  as  long  as 
they  were  white  and  put 
together  a coalition  of  blacks 
and  white  moderates.  But 
there  was  not  much  in  that 
for  blacks,  until  the  late  Lee 


Of  course,  all  those  blade  vot- 
ers incorporated  in  redrawn 
black  constituencies  meant 
that  of  once  marghiaT 

seats  became  safely  white 
Republican  strongholds.  A 
century  of  Democratic  coitrol 
of  the  South  was  destroyed  in 
less  than  a decade. 

James  Carville,  the  politi- 
cal strat^ist  who  mwTingeri 


Bill  Clinton's  1992  election 
campaign,  is  already  predict- 
4ig  this  year’s  Repnblican 
strategy.  "Th^  are  loading 
Just  two  bullets:  Hillary  Clin- 
ton and  afOrmative  action.”' 

There  is  litQe  the  CUntOD 
canqi  can  do  about  either.  The 
president  xs  committed  to  his 
wife,  and  despite  his  readi- 
ness to  eompreuBise  on  almost 
every  ofoer  pdicy  issue,  he 
has  his  colouzs  to  the 

belief  that  America’s  racial 
divide  is  as  wide  as  ever  and 
this  is  no  rime  to  stop  trying 
to  heal  it 

It  is  an  honourable  stand, 
and  it  might  Just  work.  Ihe 
blade  turnout  in  elections  has 
been  routinely  10  percentage 
points  below  the  white,  and 
the  turnout  is  even 

lower.  That  may  change  be- 
cause of  the  Motor  Voter  Bill, 
one  President  Clinhm’s 
first  acts.  It  allows  peoide  to 
register  to  vote  when  they  get 


awri  renew  their  driving  li- 
cences, and  there  are  now 
9 mtiiinn  more  registmied  vot- 
ers tiiere  were  in  199S, 
mostly  black  and  Hispanic. 

If  Jesse  Jackson  can  ener^ 
gisH  them,  and  the  DmOOCnitS 
nij  build  a grassroots  ma- 
/-hina  to  gst  them  to  the  polls, 
ffiey  may  represent  the  win- 
ning mazgiD. 

But  that  is  the  Democratic 
diTartiTTia!  the  more  depsidmit 
fiiey  become  on  the  vote  of  the 
poor  tbs  minorities,  the 
harder  it  Is  to  conqiete  for 
middle  VOteS,  V^Ch  Whl' 
elections. 

More  than  45per  cent. of 
households  now  have 
incotnes  above  $35,000  a year, 
and  29per  cent  have  above 
$50,000.  This  expanding  black 
wilddTa  rfaaa  is  Still  tenUOOSly 
bound  to  the  inner  city  pom* 
by  the  duxrebes.  however. 

Martin  Luther  King’s  old 
ronstitoengy  in  the  churches 


Is  wonderlng-Just  what  a gen- 
eration' of  Democratic  loyalty 
has  bron^  it 
Analysts  see  a growing 
strain  as  the  Democratic 
Party  forces  black  churo 
goeia  into  a coalitum  with 
“gays  feminists  and  radi- 
cal secularists”. 

f^sw  white  men  are  better 
than  Bill  CUntoD  at  attending 
churches.  He  knows  the 
hymns  and  adopts  a special 
pose,  like  a polite  and  willing 
gnest  He  knows  that  he  going 
to  sing  and  dap  and  have  a 
good  time,  a^  he  is  used  to 
meeting  loyal  Democratic  vot- 
era  there.  But  increasingly  he 
finds  women  like  Patricia  An- 
derson. with  their  Rl^-To- 
T.ife  and  Buchanan  buttems. 

“I  used  to  be  a Democrat, 
when  I didn’t  vote  much."  she 
OTpiotriB  *TIow  I do  vote.  I’m 
a RepublicazL’* 
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Bic>‘cle  thieves . . . Chinese  police  parade  a group  of  men  canght  stealing  bi^lesbeforea  crowd  outsideadepartment  store  in  They  w<ere  sentenced  in public  to  terms  of  op 

xo  two  years'  re-education  in  labour  camps.  Such  humiliation  of  criminals  is  commonly  used  in  China  as  a deterrent 


Nigeria  accuses  Ogonis 
of  acting  for  foreigners 


Chris  MeGreal 

In  Port  Hareourt,  Nlgerta 


The  NigiTkin  military 
regime  l.s  tr>’in{;  to  snub 
om  .itti>mpL*i  by  the  vxo- 
cut«?d  Kt'n  S.vo-Wiw.i's  Move- 
ment for  the  Sur\i\’al  of  the 
Ogoni  Penplo  (Mosop)  to 
maintain  intenuitional  pres- 
sure on  Genonil  &ini  Atncha. 

Tht'  milit.'u^’  iTovumor  of 
Ogonil.iml.  Colonel  Dauda 
.Muivi  Romo,  has  claimed  (h.it 
foreign  governments  .am  pay- 
a*j!  Ogoni  ‘‘merwn.anes"  tens 
of  Xhi.n:vinds  nf  dollars  to  \*il- 
'Sy  .and  de.si.ibtli*K*  Nigeria, 
and  ha.s  ordered  an  inquiry. 

Col  Komo.  who  supervised 
S.in>\Vlwa’s  etmillcin  in  No- 
vember. I'spressed  n»}ax't  tiiat 
Mosop's  deput>’  presidenL  Le- 
dum Mitee.  b.id  e.sc,*ip^  the 
gallows.  Mr  Mitoc  was  the 
onlv  Ogoni  le.ider  arquitted 
in  kist  ye.ar'ii  trial.  He  h.is 
taken  control  of  Mosop.  but 


says  that  In  honour  of  Saro- 
Wiwa  there  are  no  plans  to 
name  u new  president. 

Mr  Mitee  has  been  banned 
from  returning  to  his  home  in 
Ogonikmd  eiecept  under  mili- 
tary guard.  Last  month  he 
ViBs  detained,  in  an  effort  to 
prevent  an  Ogoni  rally.  Last 
week  Col  Komo  accused  him 
of  .accepting  $20,000  (£13,000) 
fkT»i  foreign  go%'emments  as 
p.*irt  of  .in  international  con- 
spiracy to  wreck  Nigeria. 

"He  is  junketing  from  em- 
bassy to  emboss}’,  living  the 
same  life  for  which  Im  es- 
caped judgment,"  Col  Kmno- 
said.  "He  Is  trading  on  lies, 
'nuit  is  the  raw  materi.il  with 
which  the}'  function." 

Hie  following  day  Mr  Mitee 
was  questioned  by  the  head  of 
security  forces  in  Ogonikmd. 
Mqjor  Obi  Abe]  Umahi.  Mr 
Mitee  admits  that  he  visits 
embas.sics  to  press  the  Ogoni 
cause  and  keep  diplomats 
aware  of  the  fate  of  29  other 
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men  expected  to  go  on  triaL 
But  he  denies  accepting  cash. 

Mosop  has  been  driven 
underground  b}'  the  harass- 
ment and  arrest  of  its  mem- 
bers. although  the  movement 
is  not  legally  banned.  Mr  Mi- 
tee.  a lawy-er,  does  not  have 
Saro-Wiwa's  charismatic 
style.  He  was  badly  shaken  by 
the  executions  of  his  friends 
and  his  own  close  escape. 

But  the  militar}'  authori- 
ties. who  thou^t  they  bad  es- 
tablished control  of  Ogoni- 
land.  were  disturbed  to  find 
that  "Ogoni  Day”  on  January 
4 was  openly  supported  by 
protests  against  pollution  by 
the  Shell  oil  company  and 
speeches  in  memor}'  of  Saro- 
Wiwa. 

TO  discourage  the  rally.  Maj 
Umahi  placed  Mr  Mitee  tinder 
house  arrest  and  later  bad 
him  arrested.  But  people 
gathered  in  the  capii^  Eiori 
and  village  squares,  and 
blodced  roads  to  show  their 
continuing  support  for 
Mosop. 

Riot  police  di^rsed  them 

with  tear  gas  and  shotguns.  In 
some  areas  the  security  forces 
were  reported  to  have  been 
restraint  but  in  others  they 
showed  their  brutality. 

Maj  Umahi  was  anxious 
that  the  world  should  not 
know  what  was  happening. 
Nigerian  reporters  were 
banned  fhmi  the  area  and  a 
Financial  Times  journalist 
was  arrested. 

Mr  Mitee  was  released  after 
the  rally  was  broken  up.  Ma) 

Umahi  drove  him  home.  Two 
days  later  he  was  picked  up 
again  and  warned  not  to 

return  to  Ogonlland  without 
permission  «'  military  escort. 

The  remaining  Mosop  lead- 
ership is  cautious  in  its  criti- 
cism of  the  military  regime, 
but  Mr  Mliee  says  that  Mosop 
is  not  broken. 

"It  has  not  been  passible  to 
operate  openly  because  of  the 
govemment's  attitude  toward 
the  organisation.  But  one  of 
the  things  that  we  got  out  of 
January  4 is  the  message  fiiat 
Mosop  still  has  the  support  of 
the  people,”  he  said. 


Gulf  rulers  seek  to  rein  in 
Qatar’s  maverick  emir 


A democratising 
sheikh  is  under 
pressure  for  bucking 
the  regional  trend, 
writes  Kathy  Evans 

new  emir  of  the 
tiny  Golf  state  of 
Qatar,  Sheikh  Bamed 
bin  Ehalifa  al  Thani,  is 
under  pressure  fn>m  other 
ruling  families  in  the  Gulf 
to  “see  the  error  of  his 
ways'*  and  lau  into  line 
vritti  “traditional"  foreign 
and  domestic  poUdes. 

'The  prlrclpM  pawn  In  the 
hands  of  the  Golf  states  is 
the  emir’s  father.  Sheikh 
ichanfa  al  Thani.  whom  be 
overthrew  last  summer. 
Since  then  Sheikh  Khalifa 
has  toured  Arab  states 
seeking  support  for  his 
efforts  to  return  as  emir. 
He  has  now  been  offered  a 
home  In  Abu  Dhabi,  less 
than  200  miles  from  the  Qa- 
tari border. 

According  to  high-level 

sources  in  ^tar,  the  de- 
posed emir  still  controls  an 
estimated  $3  billion 
(£1.98  billion)  of  the  emir^ 
ate’s  financial  reserves, 
which  be  refuses  to  hand 
back,  ^tar  is  having  diffi- 
culty paying  its  bills  and  fi- 
nancing the  huge  invest- 
ment required  to  develop 
Its  extensive  gas  reserves. 

It  is  not  only  the  content 
but  the  style  of  Sheikh 
Hamed's  rule  that  has  upset 

hls  Gulf  allies. 

TTnlilca  other  Gulf  Iringe 
and  emirs.  Sheikh  Hamed 
regularly  talks  to  the  press, 
explaining  hls  policies  and 
ideas.  The  aOuer  keep  aloiff 
from  their  people  and 
rarely  feel  the  need  to  ex- 
plain policies.  Sheikh 
Hamed  has  also  nndi^  cen- 
sorship of  the  media  and.  to 
the  alarm  of  other  emirs, 
talks  of  allowing  the  elec- 
tion of  a national  assembly. 

Sheikh  Hamed.  aged  ^ 


has  soi^t  better  relations 
with  Iran  and  Iraq,  both  of 
which  are  viewed  with  sus- 
picion by  other  Gulf  states. 
Despite  public  warnings 
firom  the  Saudis,  he  has  also 
sought  closer  relations 
with  Israel.  Other  Gulf 
states  want  the  question  of 
commermal  ties  with  Israel 
put  on  hold  until  a compre- 
hensive peace  treaty  is 
agreed  by  all  Arab  states. 
Bnt  Sbei^  Hamed  wants  to 
sisto  an  Important  gas  deal 
withlsraeL 

The  last  straw  for  his  al- 
lies came  at  the  Gulf  sum- 
mit two  months  ago  when 
Sheikh  Hamed  walked  out 
in  protest  at  the  appoint- 
ment of  a Sandl  aational  to 
bead  the  regional  Gnlf  Co- 
operation Conncil.  Sheikh 
Hamed’s  protest  was  the 
first  effective  challenge  by 


This  guy  in  Qatar  is 
pushing  rt.  We  want 
him  to  see  the 
error  of  his  ways’ 


any  Golf  state  to  the 
Brother  role  played  by 
Saudi  Arabia  in  the  re^n. 

Last  week  the  emir's 
"sins’*  were  compounded 
by  his  decision  to  let  the 
Rahrain.1  opposition  move- 
ment apjpear  on  Qatar  state 
tMevision.  The  interview 
coincided  with  an  opsuise 

in  unrest  in  Habra  hi  and 
tiie  detention  of  hundreds 

Of  relj^ons  leaders  and  ac- 
tivists pampaigtiing  for  the 
renewal  of  parllameaitary 
democracy. 

“This  gay  in  Qatar  is 
pushing  it,"  a prominent 
Saudi  information  official 
said.  *Tt*s  not  that  we  want 
to  overthrow  him  — that 
would  be  too  much  of  a pr» 
cedent  •—  but  we  Jnst  want 
him  to  behave,  and  see  the 
error  of  his  ways.** 

The  Gulf  states  now  ap- 
pear to  be  getting  back  at 


the  yonng  emir  by  fevomv 
ing  bia  father.  Sheikh  Qia- 
lifk  is  ensconced  in  Abu 
Dhabi’s  lavish  Diterconti- 
nental  HoteL  But  according 
to  local  reports,  two  new 
palaces  In  the  Abu  Dhabi 
cdty  suburbs  have  been  eaz^ 
marked  for  the  former 
ruler,  who  is  still  treated  as 
a bead  of  state. 

Qatari  officials  play 
down  snggestlons  that  the 
loss  of  financial  reserves  is 
affecting  the  economy. 

“Hiere  is  cash  in  the 
name  of  the  prevlons  emir, 
bnt  this  can’t  affect  our 
pit^ress  and  projects.  Oar 
country  is  a rich  country," 
the  foreign  minister. 
Sheikh  HOnted  bin  Jasslm, 
said. 

Yet  business  sources  in 
the  Qatari  capital  Doha 
said  contractors  were 
iTiowthg  behind  in  receiving 
payment,  and  civil  servants 
were  being  paid  out  of  the 
local  telephone  eompany*s 
receipts.  In  October  the 
emirate  had  to  take  a loan 
of  $300  million  0Sl98mU- 
lion)  from  international 
banks  to  pay  Its  bills. 

“The  liqmdity  problems 
have  been  around  for  some 
time,  bnt  foey  ere  com- 
pounded  by  the  need  to  put 
up  about  $1  billion  for  the 
gas  develoinnent  project,"  a 
Western  (tiplomat  in  Doha 
said.  “Any  outside  money 
would  come  in  extremely 
useftal  now." 

Under  the  old  Gulf  tradi- 
tion, however,  fiiere  is  no 
distinction  between 
national  income  and  that  of 
the  mnir.  AH  oO  inoHne. 
goes  to  the  ^nir  before 
being  distributed  to  govern- 
ment ministries. 

• A first  round  of  talks 
began  at  the  United  ZVations 
in  New  York  yestnday  on  a 
scheme  to  permit  li^  to 
sell$2  bilUon(£l.32  biiilon) 
worth  of  oil  over  six 
months  to  buy  food  and 
medicines  for  its  sanctlons- 
crippled  economy.  The 
talks  are  eagpected  to  last 
aboutaweek. 


News  in  brief 

American  exports  of 
plutonium  revealed 

THE  United  States  bas  shipped  nearly  a tonne  of  plutonium  to 
39  countri^  in  the  past  50  years,  induding  Ai^entina,  India. 
Iran,  haq,  Israel,  Japan.  New  Zealand.  Pakistan,  South  Africa, 
Swedmi.  Turkey,  Uruguay  and  Venexuela.  And  it  bas  acquired 
n^rly  six  tmnes  of  plutonium  from  Canada.  Taiwan.  Britain 
and  elsewhere. 

Allhoi^  tiiese  transfers  were  all  l^al,  details  have  not 
hitherto  been  made  public,  ffigures  showing  the  volume  of 
tradeinplutonium— used  in  reactors  and  nudear  weapons — 
were  disdoeed  yesterday  when  the  federal  dqiartment  of  enei> 
gy  unveiled  records  of  aU  the  plutonium  that  has  ever  passed 
riirnngh  ITS  hnnHs. 

infonriatlon  was  released  foDowlng  promises  by  Presi- 
dent niinten  and  file  enei^  secretazy,  Hsusel  OTieery,  of 
greater  openness  now  that.the  cold  war  is  over. 

Xt  fodiidpa  fhfl  amoimts  and  locations  in  nine  states  of  g)0 
tonnes  of  plutonium  and  h^hly  enriched  uranium  that  Mr 
(3inton  last  year  were  not  needed  for  national  security. 

The  accounts  put  the  total  plutonium  inventory — including  all 
nuclear  weapons  and  stodges — at  99.5  tonnes,  about  what 

private  experts  estimated. — Neio  Yoiii  Times.  Nob  York. 


Peres  goes  to  top  of  class 

SHlMnVPCTUgrS  finmmanflmglRftd  in  fht»  Tgrggli  npmlori  polls 
was  undiraiined  yesterday  when  the  l^dxnir  prime  minister  won 
by  a landslide  in  a mock  vote  at  a Tel  Aviv  high  sdiool  which  has 
accurately  predicted  dections  for  20  years. 

In  the  BLkh  ballot — lOtenedto  tite  New  Hmnpshlre  primaries 
and  broadcast  live  on  lisradi  radio Mr  Peres  won  61  edit 

and  the  IJkad  opposition  lead^.  Betqaibln  Netanyahu,  99  per 
cent 

ButMr  Netanyahu  is  plnniDg  his  hopes  on  an  audacious 
electoral  pact  be  has  engineered  wifo  rightwing  rivals  in  the  run- 
up to  Ifae  general  dection  now  expected  in  May.  His  Likiid  fection 

i^foriTn  a jftTntli«d-nf«iTw1iHateg  'Hrit?i  t-hpharrilfnprtaHnna1i«dsnP 

dm  Tbcnnet  party. DereA-BnKon, 


UN  to  cut  staff  by  10  per  cent 

THEtc^financfelcfficialofthellriitedNaticinssaysfoeorgaiusa' 
tion  is  sliding  toward  bankruptcy  and  will  have  to  cut  its  perma- 
nent steff  cf  more  than  10.000  pei^  at  ite  lieadquiulexs  in  New 
York  and  in  seven  other  cities  by  10  per  cent  in  the  next  two  years. 

Joseife  (>3OD0r,  ihe  undoaectetaiy-g^seral  for  administration 
and  management  told  a General  Assembly  wortmg  group  that  by 
the  end  (f  tills  year  tile  organisatioQ  was  exptoted  to  be  about 
$420  minion  in  debt  for  nunial  budget  expeases  alone,  not  count- 
ing peacriseeping  r^ioatimis. 

The  persomiel  cuts,  made  necessary  by  a combination  of 
reduced  budgets  and  the  feilare  of  member  countries  to  pay  dues 
on  tiine,  wouU  bitog  about  foe  first  reduction  in  the  UN  biu'eau- 
cracy. — New  Yotic  Times,  New  Ywk. 


Seventh  divorce  for  Elizabeth  Taylor 


SLIZABE^US  TAYLOR  has  filed  for  divorce  from  her 

seventli  husband,  coostructioii  worker  Larry  Fortensl^, 
20  years  her  Junior  and  pictured  above  in  happier 
She  cited  irreconcilable  differences. 

H«*  lawyer,  NbUPapiano,  said  the  divorce  would  be 
amicable.  “She  and  Larcy  have  great  affection  for  earii 
othor.  It’s  just  not  woridng  oxzt  and  they  felt  It  would  be 
bert  to  ffle  s«  this  time,”  he  said.  “Thfey*re  stUl  good  friend 
and  very  food  of  each  other.** 

The  couple  met  in  1988  at  a clinic  where  Uiot  were  beine 

treatedforsubstanceabnse.Theymarriedinl991  hat 
separated  lastAngnst  — AP.LosAngeles. 


China  appoints  blunt  genera 

CMlNAhaspromotedatrenchaTithwrdlinM-todgniitvffhtafnf 

ittefTandsatnfhim  tna  . • 
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Adela  Gooch  in  M«Khifl 


SPAIN  recalled  Its  am- 
bassador to  Brussels 
yesterday,  signalling 
ftirther  anger  at  Bel- 
gium’s refbsal  to  extradite 
two  allied  members  the 
Basque  separatist  group  ETA. 

TensioD  between  the  two 
European  partners  was  exac- 
erbated by  tbe  shooting  at 
lunchthne  <^a  Socialist  politi- 
cian and  lawyer  in  San  Sebas- 
tian, the  Btisque  capttaL 
Two  ETA  gunmen  raced  up 
to  Fernando  Mugica  Herzog 
as  he  was  leaving  the  city 
court  with  his  son,  ahopHTig 
him  in  the  head.  **Don’t  lotdc 
at  us,"  the  gunman  screamed 
at  witnesses.  “Or  well  ghonf 
you  too." 

Mdgica,  aged  61.  was  promi- 
nent in  the  Basque  branch  of 
the  Socialist  Party.  His 
brother  Enrique  was  Justice 
minister  in  Madrid  from  1988 
to  1991.  He  was  takffl  to  hospi- 
tal alive  but  died  soon  after. 

The  two  men.  members  (rf 
Spain’s  tii^  Jewish  commu- 
nity, were  Insfrumental  in  es- 
tablishing diplomatic  rela- 
tions between  Spain  and 
Israel  in  1986.  More  ^an  20 
politicans  have  been  assasfn- 
ated  by  ETA  since  it  began  its 
camiwign  of  violence. 

This  latest  attack  comes  in 
tbe  run  up  to  the  general  elec- . 
tion  on  March  3.  ETA  habit- ! 


uaHy  carries  out  high-pn^le 
attacks  during  election  cam- 
paigns. Its  support  has  rallied 
as  a result  of  tiie  judicial  in- 
vestigatims  into  the  “dirty 
war"  against  its  membm  in 
the  mid-1980s,  which  have  led 
to  charges  being  brought 
aginvt  tbe  Ibnner  interior 
minister  Jose  Barrionuevo. 

Earlier  yesterday  the  for- 
eign ministry  called  in  Bel- 
gium’s envoy  to  espress  “pro- 
fbund  dissatis&ction”  with 
his  country’s  decision  to  free 
ttie  suq>e<^  ETA  members 
Luis  Moreno  Ramajo  anrf  Ra- 
quel  Garcia  Airansa. 

Spain's  attitude  reflects  a 
mistrust  among  European 
countries  of  one  another's  ju- 
dicial systems,  especially  in 
the  auM  of  politically  sensi- 
tive crimes. 

nie  1993  Idaastricht  TVeaty 
envisaged  stronger  ties  in 
legal  and  police  matters  but 
members  have  proved  reluc- 
tant to  relinquish  Judicial 
independence. 

Sirin’s  protest  to  Raigiytn 
I tails  short  of  severing  diplo- 
matic  relations  but  it  still  sig- 
I nals  indignation  on  tbe  part 
of  Madrid,  which  is  suspi- 
cious c£  Belgium’s  erratic  re- 
cord on  extradition. 

The  couple,  accused  In 
Spain  of  providing  back-up 
and  support  to  an  ETA  unit 
based  in  tbe  Basque  province 
of  Vizcaya  and  of  co-operating 
in  at  least  one  attack,  in 


I which  a policeman  was  killed. 
' fled  to  Be^um  in  1992  and 
were  arrested  there  a year 
later.  Two  weeks  ago.  after 
protracted  Spanish  eObrts. 
Belgium  granted  tiieir  extra- 
dition.  But  tbe  justice  wiinig. 
try’s  decision  was  overruled 
the  day  befbre  yesterday  by 
Belgium’s  top  coort 

The  couple’s  defence  law- 
yers claimed  successfully  t^t 
the  chaiges  were  political 
rather  than  criminal.  The  Bel- 
gian Justice  ministry  added 
yesterday  that  Spain  had  for- 
muJated  its  extradition 
request  incorrectly. 

'nu  council  of  state  will 
make  a final  decision  on  the 
extradition  in  six  months 
time,  but  the  distinction  it 
has  drawn  between  member^ 
ship  of  a terrorist  orgiml^ 
tion  and  actually  Pairing  part 
in  an  attack  lias  infuriated 
Spaniards. 

“This  casts  a slur  on  our 
legal  system,  which  is  just  as 
good  as  theirs,'*  said  the  oppo- 
sition leader,  Jose  Maria  Ax- 
nar,  who  is  expected  to  win 
tha  general  election. 

’’This  situation  should 
never  arise  between  membm 
of  the  Union.** 

The  court’s  decision  is  also 
an  embarrassment  to  the  Bel- 
gian government,  which  had 
supported  Spain’s  request  A 
Belgian  statammt  said:  “The 
state  most  respect  tbe  deci- 
sions of  tbe  courts.*' 


Friendly  Are  ...  US  soldiers  in  Bosnia  hnrl  snowballs  into  a tent  yesterday.  Meanwhile,  Bosnian  Serb  leaders  said  they  had  suspended  talks  with 
Muslim-Croat  authorities  and  would  no  longer  attend  meetings  on  federation  territon^  until  Serb  captives  were  released.  Tbe  government  captured 
two  senior  Serb  ofBcers  and  several  other  men  around  Sarajevo  last  week  and  is  holding  them  for  investigation  of  war  crimes  photograph  andy  clark 


Auf  Wiedersehen  Pet 
workers  say  farewell 


Eye  surgeon  sets  sights  on  Yeltsin  challenge 


John  Pahnar  in  Bniaaols 

The  days  of  British 
labourers  working.  Auf 
Wiedersehen  Pet  style, 
as  casual  wcxkers  in  Ger- 
many and  other  European 
Union  countries  may  be 
numbered. 

TbB  EU*s  new  Italian  presi- 
dency believes  it  has  enough 
support  — despite  British  op- 
position — for  a law  ensuring 
that  workers  Rppking  jobs  in 
other  EU  countries  receive 
tbe  same  pay  and  conditions 
as  local  employees.  - 
Tbe  European  Commisaion 
originally  propoaed  tbe  con- 
troversial directive  governing 
people  aeftking  work  abroad 
more  than  four  years  aga 
It  has  been  blocked  until 
now  by  Britain  and  a minop 
ity  of  otiier  countries.  But 
after  an  informal  meeting  of 
employment  ministers  last 
weekend,  some  of  Britain's 
former  allies  are  now  ready  to 
change  sides  and  approve  the  : 
law.  j 

The  German  government  in  I 
particular  has  come  under  I 
heavy  pressure  to  outlaw  ca- 1 
sual  labour  schemes  which  ' 
recruit  workers  from  Britain,  1 
Portugal,  Greece  and  other  I 
low  wage  countries.  j 

A German  diplomat  said  | 
yesterday;  “We  believe  in  &ir  : 
comp^tion  but  not  in  the 
exploitation  of  foreign  work- 
ers in  Germany,  pai^olarly 
by  fbreign-based  employment 
agencies. 

“We  have  had  too  many 
/»aAo8  of  British  workers,  for 


Unions  go  on 
the  offensive 

INTERNATIONAL  onion 
leaders  said  yesterday 
they  were  lannching  an  of- 
fien^ve  to  ensure  that  freer 
world  trade  benefited  all 
vroricers  and  not  jut  big 
business. 

Bill  Jordan  of  the  Inter- 
national Confederation  of 
Ftee  Trade  Uniozis  said  he 
and  coDeagnes  freon  the 
United  States,  France  and 
Japan  had  been  putting  the 
message  to  company  ctaieEs 
and  bankers  at  the  Davos 
world  economic  fanxm. 

’^International  trade 
unionism  is  gcdng  on  to  tbe 
olTenrive  . . . We  ara  going 
to  argue  for  standards  in 
the  new  world  trade 
order,*’  he  said.  — Renter. 


instance,  who  have  ended 
wltiwut  any  proper  provision 
being  made  fM*  payment  of 
their  tax  or  social  security." 

Under  EU  voting  proce- 
dures. Britain  needs  the  sup- 
port of  two  other  larger 
countries,  as  well  as  some 
wiwlter  ones,  to  TnaintaiTi  a 

veto  cm  tile  directive.  But 
Spain,  whidi  held  the  EU 
presidency  until  the  end  of 
last  year,  and  Italy  have  indi- 
cated tiiat  they  will  join  Ger- 
many, France  and  other 
countries  which  have  been 
pressing  for  action  on  the 
problem  <£  exploited  foreign 
workers. 


A Commission  ofBcial  said 
y^terday  that  there  was  a 
good  chance  that  the  directive 
would  be  passed  under  the 
Italian  presidency  in  tbe  next 
six  months. 

“The  idiea  is  to  set  some 
mitiiTTnim  standards  so  that 
employers  and  employees 
know  where  they  stand.  It 
will  not  prevent  the  free 
movement  of  workers  but  ft 
will  make  ft  harder  for  cow- 
boy employers  to  undercut : 
local  competition  because  of 
the  poor  tenns  on  which  they 
hire  wockers."  . 

TTte  directive  is  primarily 
aimed  at  «mstructkm  workr 
ers,  who  are  recruited  by 
agencies  in  their  own 
, countries  to  work  to  Ger- 
I many,  France  and  the  better 
paid  states  for  much  lower 
wa^  and  with  little  or  no 
I soc^  security  cover. 

The  Italian  draft  directive 
will  exclude  certain  Job  cate- 
I gories  and  profestions  and  is 
not  intended  to  cover  praple 
I going  to  other  EU  countries  to 
I seek  jobs  on  their  own  — such 
j as  au  pair  work  or  sh<xt-tenn 
' seasonal  jobs. 

I British  ofliciala  in  Brussels 
I admitted  that  a qualified  ma- 
jority in  support  cf  the  direc- 
' tive  was  more  likely  now. 

But  the  Government  still 
<^jposes  the  directive,  which 
it  believes  will  make  ft  haider 
for  Britons  to  take  low-paid 
jobs  in  Germany,  ft  reserves 
the  light  to  challenge  the  1 
base  of  toe  propo^  law 
in  the  European  Coort,  even 
if  Britain  is  outvoted  in  tiie 
Council  of  Ministers. 


Monster  haunts  Florence 
again  after  legal  doubt 


John  Hooper  bi  Rome 


The  city  of  Florence 
gave  an  immense  col- 
lective sigh  of  relief 
when  an  elderly  Tuscan 
farmer  was  led  weeping 
frt>m  coort  16  months  ago 
to  begin  a lift  sentence  for 
murder.  The  jory  had  de- 
cided that  Pietro  Pacciani. 
aged  69,  was  the  Monster  of 

Florence,  the  serial  killer 
responsible  for  at  least 
seven  double  murders  b^ 
tween  1968  and  1969.  . 

But  a senior  prosecutor 
told  an  appeal  court  yester^ 
day  tbat  the  state  no  longer 
believed  the  evidence  on 
which  Pacciani  was  con- 
victed. "As  things  stand, 
the  adequacy  of  the  evi- 
dence is  neither  certain  nor 
even  probable,**  Piero  Tony 

s^d.  . 

Be  asked  the  appeal 
judges  to  authorise  new 
tests  on  a vital  pfeoe  of  ba> 


listic  evidence,  but  added 
that  unless  the  tests  proved 
Facdani's  guilt  they  should 
miderhis  tounediate  release. 

Providing  the  ‘’Monster" 
has  not  died  since  he  last 
struck,  one  possible  conclu- 
sion to  be  torawn  frxan  yes- 
terday’s about-turn  is  chill- 
ing: the  serial  kiUer  who 
stalked  one  of  the  wm'ld*s 
most  popular  tourist  desti- 
nations is  still  at  large. 

PaceiaBi  was  tried  for  the 
murder  of  I6  people,  mostly 

courting  couples.  aU  shot 
with  a .22  Beretta  pistol  in 

the  around  norenra. 

The  kiUer's  gruesome  trade- 
mark was  to  cut  off  tbe  pu- 
bic and  part  of  one 
breast  of  his  wmnen  vic- 
tims. Facdani  was  acquit- 
ted (tf  two  murders. 

Mr  Tony  said  he  wanted 
farther  tests  on  an  ex- 
ploded baUet,  of  the  same 
calibre  as  the  murder 
weapon,  which  was  found 
on  Paceiani’s  property. 


Facciam's  lawyers  main- 
tained that  tbe  tests  were 
iiTiifVaiy  to  ^eld  anything 
new  and  said  they  would 
ask  the  court  to  firee  their 
client  immediately. 

Paeciani's  trial  split 
Itsily.  He  tearfully  pleaded 
his  Innocence  and  tbe  evi- 
dence against  him  was  al- 
most wholly  circumsian- 
ijai-  A key  reason  for  tbe 
prosecution’s  change  of 
heart  was  that  Pacciani  did 
not  fit  the  psychiatric  pro- 
file provided  1^  experts. 

Mr  Tony  conceded  tbat 
Pacoard  "combined  a good 
deal  of  the  worst  in  human 
nature”.  Be  had  served ' 
prison  sentmices  for  raping  i 
botib  his  dau^ters,  and  for 
gftCTaiiy  assaulting  a worn- 1 
an  friend  and  stabbing  her  j 
lover  to  death.  Yet  psyebol-  j 
oglsts  giving  evidence  at 
his  trial  agreed  that  tbe 
"Monster"  was  sometme  In- 
cap^le  of  having  sexual 
relations  of  any  sort 


Money  and  fame  may  not  be  enough  for  the  latest  candidate  to 
join  the  presidential  race,  writes  David  Hearst  in  Moscow 


A MILLIONAIRE  eye  sur- 
geon. the  former  Soviet 
Union’s  favourite  entre- 
preneur, declared  this  w.eek 
tiiat  he  would  stand  for  presi- 
dent But  many  doubt  Svya- 
tt^av  Fyodorc^s  ability  to 
become  the  “third  force"  to 
Russian  politics. 

Bolstered  by  his  relative 
success  in  Deramber’s  parlia- 
mentary elections.  Professor 
Fyodorov  will  present  himself 
as  an  opponent  d tbe  commu- 
nists a reasonable  alter- 
native to  President  Boris 
Yeltsin. 

His  Party  of  Working 
People's  Self-gnternment  ad- 
vocates a wooUy  concept  of 
“people's  capitalism”  and 
condemns  the  high  tax 
regime  of  the  monetarists  and 


News  in  brief 

Picasso  theft 
at  airport 

Three  prized  works  of  art  — 
two  Picassos  and  a Pissarro 
— were  stolen  from  New 
Yoik's  JFK  airport  last  week 
after  a baggage  bandltog  com- 
pany allegedly  neglect^  to 
arrange  security  for  them, 
urUes  Ian  Eats  in  Nao  Ywl^. 

Tbe  two  paintings  and  a 
drawing,  raiued  at  £10  mil- 
li<m,  itare  brought  into  the 
, United  States  by  a Mexican 
businessman  last  Thursday. 
Told  at  the  airport  that  be 
needed  q>ecial  documents,  be 
left  tbe  works  with  an  Aero- 
mexico  agent  who  reportedly 
passed  them  to  a bag^ge  han- 
toer  for  storage. 

Killer  blizzards 

Seveie  blizzards  oo  China’s 
remote  Qtoghai  plateau  have 
killed  at  least  42  people  and 
injured  40,000.  an  official 
report  sato  yesterday.  — AP. 

Haitian  handover 

Port-au-Prtoce  took  on  a carni- 
val air  as  Haiti  prepared  for  tts 
firat  txaraitioD  from  one  demo- 
cratically elected  p^dent  to 
anoto^  today.  Rene  Freval  is 
to  succeed  Jean-Bertrand  Aris- 
tide, on  the  loth  anniversary  of 
the  foB  of  Jean-CIaude 
Doe"  Duvalls.  — Reuter. 

Robbing  the  rich 

Algeria’s  prime  minister. 
Ahmed  Gtoyahla,  said  yester- 
day that  tbe  pay  of  better-paid 
civil  servants  would  be 
docked  tin  the  end  of  the  year 
to  give  several  months'  back- 
pay to  200,000  lower-income 
oaployees. — Reuter. 

Dolphins  in  danger 

Fewer  than  100  Yangtae  river 

dolphins  remain,  and  they 
will  become  extinct  — owing 
to  poUutitm,  boat  traffic,  fish- 
ing and  damg  — unless  given 
greater  protection,  Chinese 
experts  say.  — AP. 
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lowest  premium? 
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TO  c53mtoorboad^  PUAse  ougreRS 


But  — oh,  by  the  way,  it^  all 
right  to  start  sentences  with 
prepositions  — I decided  to 
conduct  my  own  check-up  of 
the  language,  as  spoken  and 
written  across  TV,  theatre, 
literature,  pop,  newspapers, 
politics  and  radio. 


^ A 


the  central  state  controls  of 
the  old  regime. 

The  party  won  2.7  million 
votes  but  to  reach  the 
5 per  cent  of  votes  cast  nation- 
ally needed  to  enter  the  state 
Duma  (parliament). 

Prof  Fyodorov  has  been 
proposed  by  one  of  tbe  38  so- 
called  “initiative'’  groups,  but 
there  are  already  29  other 
candidates,  many  more  char- 
ismatic and  richer  than  he. 

The  competition  for  “third 
place’’  will  be  fought  between 
the  extreme  nationalist  Vladi- 
mir Zhirinovsky;  General  Al- 
exander Lebed,  the  charis- 
matic former  commander  of 
tbe  14th  Army;  Grigori  Yav- 
Unksi.  the  liberal  economist; 
and  Sergei  Mavrodi,  tbe 
wealthy  founder  of  the 


MMM  pyramid  share-selling 
scheme. 

Even  Viktor  ChernomiT- 
din,  the  prime  minister,  has 
been  proposed  by  a group  to 
St  Petersburg  as  a rival  candi- 
date to  Mr  Yeltsin. 

Prof  Fyodorov,  aged  68.  rose 
to  national  fame  almrutt  10 

years  ago  by  designing  a con- 
veyor-belt for  delicate 

eye  surgery,  reducing  tbe  cost 
at  laser  technology  on  opera- 
tions for  myopia. 

His  woik  became  so  famous 
that  the  former  communist 
state  allowed  him  to  tise  hard 
currency  earnings  from  fo^ 
eigb  patients  to  subsidise 
erations  on  Russian  patients. 
He  built  an  enormous  list  of 
patients  in  Moscow,  and 
opened  a network  of  hospitals 


in  12  Russian  cities.  He  con- 
verted an  aircraft  and  a pas- 
senger ship  into  peripatetic 
operating  theatres. 

But  his  brand  d Yugoslav- 
style  capitalism  has  been 
ov’ertaken  by  events,  and  his 
potential  rivals  for  the  cen- 
trist ticket  have  much  more 
powerful  financial  backers. 

Georgi  Karasin,  a foreign 
ministry  spokesman,  added  to 
the  pre-election  intrigue  yes- 
terday when  be  upbraided 
Vyacheslav  Kostikov,  tbe 
president’s  former  press  sec- 
retary, for  remarks  about  Mr 
Yeltsin. 

Mr  Kostikov  is  the  Russian 
ambassador  to  the  Vatican, 
and  has  given  a series  of  out- 
spcAen  interviews  on  televi- 
sion and  in  tbe  press  to  boost 
sales  ofhis  memoirs. 

to  tbe  book,  Mr  Kostikov 
remains  essentially  loyal  to 
his  former  master,  portraying 
Mr  Yeltsin  as  a democrat  who 


has  fallen  into  bad  company. 

I Be  said  on  NT\’  television; 

I “Yeltsin  is  a man  of  power. 

' Power  is  his  ideology,  his 
friend,  his  concubine,  his 
' mistress,  his  passion.  Every- 
thtog  that  goes  bej-ond  that, 
beyond  the  struggle  for 
power,  concerns  him  much 
less." 

But  in  his  book  Mr  Kosti- 
kov makes  digs  at  General  Al- 
exander Korzhakov,  Mr  Yelt- 
sin’s bodyguard,  and  Mikhail 
Barsukov,  head  of  tbe  Feder^ 
Security  Service. 

He  writes  that  he  received  a 
statue  of  a Franciscan  monk 
from  tbe  two  men  when  be 
took  up  his  appointment  at 
the  Vaticau. 

“But  triien  you  bend  the  fig- 
ure sUgjitly  backwards,  an 
enormous  penis  of  strong  vio- 
let colour  appeared  from 
under  tbe  figure's  cloak.  I 
laughed  together  wito  the  do- 
nators. They  also  laughed." 
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Forget  the  small  change 

British  Gas’s  problems  go  deeper  than  perks 


CEDRIC  BROWN'S  premature' retire- 
ment as  chief  executive  of  British  Gas 
will  doubtless  grab  most  of  the  head- 
lines today  following  all  the  “fht  cat" 
allegations  about  bun.  But  it  should  not 
disguise  the  much  more  serious  state  of 
the  entire  energy  market  as  we  ap- 
proach the  tenth  anniversary  of  privati- 
sation. The  electricity  industry  is  being 
for^  by  public  outr^e  to  return  to 
shareholders  and  customers  some  of  its 
monopoly  profits:  the  nuclear  industry 
has  stopp^  building  nuclear  plants 
because  they  are  uneconomic:  the 
second  biggest  privatised  coal  comply 
was  yesterday  put  into  administration 
and  the  Confederation  of  Coal  Produc- 
ers complains  that  “take-or-pay"  gas 
contracts  have  caused  the  unnecessary 
closure  of  many  collieries  and  the  loss 
of  thousands  of  jobs.  To  cap  it  all 
British  Gas  said  that  following  the  long- 
term contracts  it  had  entered  into  (with  , 
potential  losses  of  up  to  £1.5  billion)  it , 
had  decided  to  split  the  group  into  two 
— one  part  containing  its  assets  (explo- ' 
ration  and  pipelines)  and  the  other  its  I 
liabilities  <gas  trading  and  supply).  It 
presumably  hopes  that  by  plopping  its 
huge  liabilities  into  one  company  it  will 
negotiate  a better  deal  with  its  suppli- 
ers from  a position  of  weakness.  Maybe. 

British  Gas  must  carry  the  can  for 
the  appalling  state  it  has  got  itself  into, 
but  the  Government  itself  bears  a big 
share  of  the  responsibility'.  In  1986  it 
privatised  BG  with  its  monopoly  pow- 
ers intact  Some,  including  this  news- 
paper. argued  for  it  to  split  into 
smaller  parts  and  exposed  to  competi- 
tion. Hie  Government  was  talked  out  of 
it  by  6G  and  it  was  sold  as  a single 
monopoly.  In  this  way  the  Treasury'  got 
a bif^er  price  than  it  would  have  if 
competition  had  been  introduced.  BG's 
n^tiation  of  contracts  compelling  it  to 
take  gas  at  a fixed  price  even  if  it  didn’t 
want  it  was  crazy  economically,  but 
safe  Tmancially  as  long  as  BG  kept  its 


monopoly  of  purchasing  and  distribu- 
tion. But  when  the  Government  reacted 
to  public  outra^  by  removing  BG’s 
monopoly  it  left  a time-bomb  in  its 
accounts  in  the  form  of  £40  billion 
worth  of  supply  contracts  stretching 
over  20  years.  The  Government  intro- 
duce competition  on  the  commercial 
side  — which  resulted  in  BG’s  domestic 
market  share  slumping  from  90  per  cent 
in  1990  to  only  35  per  cent  in  1994.  More 
recently,  it  has  decided  to  open  the 
domestic  market  to  competitioa  (from 
April),  which  may  lead  to  price  cuts  of 
10  to  15  per  cent  with  goodness  knows 
what  effect  on  BG’s  domestic  market 
share. 

The  (^vemment  has  achieved  the 
unlikely  double  of  enraging  stockhold- 
ers. whose  shares  fell  by  34  per  cent  last 
year  relative  to  the  FI  index,  and 
consumers  who  have  been  upset  by  the 
boardroom  perks  snapped  up  by  top 
executives  as  a reward  for  getting  the 
industi'y  into  serious  diSlc^ties.  One 
consequence  of  the  take-or-pay  gas  con- 
tracts is  that,  since  they  have  to  be  paid 
for  anyway,  the  supplies  have  been 
accepted  and  fod  into  the  national  elec- 
tricity pool  at  the  expense  of  coal-ffred 
supplies  thereby  triggering  unneces- 
sary pit  closures. 

This  is  the  price  we  have  had  to  pay 
for  the  complete  absence  of  an  energy 
policy  other  than  privatisation.  It  is 
still  not  a free  market  ’The  National 
Grid  (which  has  problems  of  its  own 
arising  from  excess  proffts  and  short- 
age of  capacity)  accepts  supplies  first 
from  nuclear  stations  (because  they 
have  to  be  operated  around  foe  cloc^), 
second  from  gas  (b^use  of  the  take- 
and-pay  clauses),  third  from  foe  under- 
sea link  from  France  and  only  as  a last 
resort  from  Britain’s  much  riiminishfid 
coal  industry.  Compared  with  these 
problems  foe  (justifiable)  furore  over 
Cedric  Brown's  salary  is  merely  fid- 
dling around  with  foe  small  diange. 


All’s  Right  with  the  welfare  state 

Kenneth  Cfarke  scores  high  on  politics  but  low  on  vision 


LET  foe  Chancellor  be  judged  by  his 
own  yardstick.  According  to  his  keenly- 
anticipated  speech  on  foe  welfare  state 
yestenlay,  Kenneth  Clarke  spoke  of  the 
social  support  that  is  needed  in  a mod- 
em flexible  econoray:‘‘People  need  to  be 
reassured  more  than  ever  before  that, 
forough  thick  and  thin,  their  health 
will  be  looked  aRer,  their  chli^en  edu- 
cated. and  a safet>'  net  provided  for 
their  old  age  and  periods  of  involuntary 
unemplo>'ment" 

Well  is  it?  The  health  headlines  over 
the  last  three  montlis  show  how  far 
short  his  ambition  falls  in  the  NHS: 
ministers  suggesting  people  should 
budget  for  £40.000  to  co\'er  the  cost  of 
residential  or  nursing  home  care  in 
their  old  age:  more  than  one  in  three 
cardiac  rehabilitation  centres  operates 
an  age  limit:  and  a cutback  in  routine 
screenings  as  almost  one  in  three 
health  authorities  shut  explicit  ration- 
ing of  treatments.  Yesterday's  annual 
report  from  tlie  Chief  Inspector  of 
Schools  shows  children  are  not  being 
adequately  educated:  half  of  all  primary* 
schools  and  two-fifths  of  secondary' 
schools  are  failing  to  teach  children  to  a 
s:uisfnctor>‘  standard.  Last  month’s 
report  ri*oni  foo  .\nson  Committee 
sImuvs  the  degree  to  which  foe  basic 
pension  has  shrunk.  It  is  now  worth 
only  15  per  tvnt  of  average  earnings 
requiring  almost  two  million  of  the  10 
million  pensioners  to  turn  to  income 
support.  And  unemployment  pay  has 
just  been  cut  from  12  to  6 months. 


minister  might  have  been  promising  to 
improve  on  this  level  of  provision.  Cer- 
tainly Sir  Keith  Joseph  us^  to  doso  in  his 
term  at  Health  and  Social  Security.  But 
not  any  more.  Billed  as  a major  dtfence 
of  the  welfare  state,  foe  Chancellor’s 
speech  was  mostly  devoted  to  the  need 
to  reduce  public  expenditure  below  40 
per  cent  — and  his  expectation  that  this 
will  be  achieved  by  1997/98.  ’There  were 
no  new  ideas,  new  options,  or  new 
welfare-to-work  models  set  out  There 
were  not  even  the  detailed  statistics 
which  Peter  Lilley  has  used  to  justify 
reining  in  welfare. 

For  the  record  it  is  worth  repeating 
that  foe  UK  was  seventeenth  out  of  21 
OECD  member  states  in  foe  last  inter- 
national league  table  in  the  proportion 
of  GDP  si^nt  on  social  protection 
(health,  social  security  and  education). 
It  was  the  UK  which  took  the  lead  in 
Europe  in  cutting  benefits,  a move 
which  left  the  poorest  tenth  17  per  cent 
worse  off  in  real  terms.  No  other  indus- 
trialised state  has  suffered  such  a 
regressive  redistribution  from  poor  to 
rich.  In  the  words  of  another  Conserva- 
tive. Sir  Ian  Gilmour  “the  sacrifice 
upon  the  poor  produced  nothing  mirac- 
ulous except  for  tlie  rich”.  And  yet.  far 
f^rom  saying  these  regressive  moves 
must  be  reversed,  the  leading  liberal 
Tory  spent  most  of  his  time  yesterday 
protecting  his  back  from  the  right:“Big 
government  is  out  — limited  go\*em- 
ment  is  in."  Or  put  another  way:  la^ 
\*ision  is  over,  stick  to  narrow  ambition 
and  limited  horizons. 


In  an  earlier  era.  even  a Conservative 


Politics  at  the  popping  crease 

Aussie  refusal  to  go  to  Colombo  is  but  the  start  of  the  problem 


THE  .'\USTR.\L1.\N  decision  to  ask  for 
their  World  Cup  fixture  to  be  moved 
away  from  Sri  Lanka  was  nut  particu- 
larly wimpish.  It  is  less  than  a week 
since  a massive  bomb  attack  in  Co- 
lombo showed  the  deadly  power  of  the 
Tamil  Tigers  to  evade  security.  Official 
assurances  that  the  World  Cup  teams 
will  be  given  foe  protection  normally 
afforded  to  heads  of  state  are  not  con- 
vincing. Suicide  bombers  have  shown 
their  ability  to  penetrate  such  cordons, 
and  the  Cup  offers  a tempting  target 
Cricketers  expect  to  face  hostile  action 
at  the  crease  rather  than  outside  it. 

But  Colombo's  unhappiness  is  under- 
standable. Australia's  Foreign  Minister 
Gareth  Evans  has  been  ill  advised  to  get 
himself  involved,  bringing  down 
threats  from  his  Sri  Lgnkan  counter- 
part that  any  official  action  by  Can- 
berra will  be  regarded  as  a “hostile 
act”  Mr  Evans  has  denied  any  interfer- 
ence while  siding  openly  with  foe  Aus- 


tralian Cricket  Board's  decision.  The 
West  Indian  Cricket  Board  of  Control 
has  upset  Colombo  further.  Their 
request  for  rescheduling  is  based,  they 
say,  on  “reliable  intelligence  informa- 
tion". ’This  can  only  heighten  Sri  Lan- 
kan feelings  that  there  is  a conspiracy 
against  them. 

The  World  Cup  is  about  money  and 
prestige  as  well  as  about  principle:  the 
decision  in  1993  to  locate  in  foe  sub- 
continent was  swayed  by  foe  finance  on 
offer.  The  Aussies  and  West  Indians 
should  be  prepared  to  pay  compensa- 
tion for  foe  loss  which  Colombo  will 
suffer.  They  have  also  offered  to  forfeit 
points,  which  may  give  Sri  Lanka  in- 
stant access  to  foe  quarter-finals.  This 
will  not  be  on  easy  contest  anyhow. 
Hindu  extremists  in  India,  encoura^ 
by  leaders  of  foe  extremist  Shiv  Sena 
party  in  Bombay,  are  denouncing  Paki- 
stan’s participation.  Any  disturbance  on 
that  axis  would  mean  disaster. 


i 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


The  politics  of  jargon 


AD  you  not  explained 
in  a footnote  to  his 
article  that  Philip 
Gould  is  a "key  Labour  strate- 
gist”, I believe  I would  have 
gues^  as  much  (Class  worr- 
iers, February  5).  For 
example: 

In  authentic  New  Labour 
style,  not  a mention  of  policy 
— and  foe  word  itself  used 
only  twice,  and  then  with  am- 
ative connotations. 

Management-speak  incon- 
tinence much  in  evidence: 
(jould’s  prose  is  awash  with 
purpoM.  values,  trust,  convic- 
tion, vision,  listing,  partici- 
pation. etc.  etc.  A pious  fbl- 
lou*.  being  much  given  to 
platitudinising.  he  probably 
does  not  realise  the  offence 
that  even  the  most  cynical 
Guardian  reader  takes  at  his 
declaration,  post-Harman, 
that  “winning  trust  ...  is 
about  backing  up  what  we  say 
with  what  we  do". 

Intellectual  mediocrity 
blind  to  die  likelihood  that 
Labour’s  somewhat  restored 
fortunes  owe , more  to  (he 
sheer  awfUlness  of  the  Tixles 
than  to  Blairite  “modemisa- 
tkm".  and  prone  to  lapses  into 
out-and-out  fetuity:  ‘This  is 
not  1966.  It  is  1996.  New 
Labour  is  a new  party  for  new 
times.” 

J W Attenborougb. 

6 Spltal  Street, 

Lincoln  LNl  3EG. 


Taken  ' together,  the 
articles  by  Eliilip  (jould 
and  Mark  Seddon  (Warnings 
from  across  the  world.  Febru- 
ary 5)  nicely  illustrate  the 
contrast  between  Qie  positive 
and  forward-looking  New 
Labour  and  the  negative,  old- 
fashioned  reflexive  opposi- 
tionism  of  Old  Labour. 

Philip  (jould's  article  dem- 
onstrates an  express  concern 
for  re-connecting  with 
Labour’s  traditional  electoral 
base.  By  contirast  Seklon's 
piece  is  negative  — recalling 
the  claims  betrayal  before 
foe  votes  are  counted  and  be- 
fore Tony  Blair  wiaiws 
way  to  ^ckh^uun  Palace. 
His  piece  is  peppered  with 
vague  references  to  a “lurch 
to  foe  r^t"  and  discredited 
theories,  and  AiU  foe  tortu- 
ous. aftm  impenetiable  lan- 
guage that  has  alienated 
Labour  voto:s  in  the  past 
Paradoxically  (to  use  Mr 
Seddon’s  favourite  word)  he 
acknowledges  that  "Labour 
stands  on  foe  thr^hold  of  a 
spectacular  election  viedory". 
That  Tony  Blair  has  achieved 
this  wtfoout  foe  likes  of  Bfr* 
Seddon  is  clear.  So  why,  pray, 
foould  New  Labour  listen  to 
him  DOW? 

JohnBartle. 

Department  of 
Government 
University  of 
Essex.  Colchester. 


(VALUES  . . . honesty,  con- 
viction and  vision”  — yes, 
^s  Mr  Gould,  but  we’vp  bWn 
listening  to  this  mood  music 
for  two  and  a half  years  now 
and  it’s  getting  to  be  as  irri- 
tating as  the  imipteenfo  repe- 
tition of  a TV  ad.  Could  we 
now  have  something  differ^ 
ent  please? 

C C Wri^ey. 

Over  Chess, 

Rickmansworfo  Road, 
ChorleywDOd, 

Herts  WD3  5SB. 

Philip  Gould  and  Roy 
Hattersley  (Endpiece, 
February  6)  — and  Indeed 
Tony  Blair  hwiaaif  — might 
carry  a little  conviction  if 
fo^  shipped  mouthing  off.  As 
(3ould  himself  says:  "Winning 
trust ...  is  about  backing  iqi 
what  we  say  with  what  we 
do.” 

They  could  makp  a start  by 
answerii^  Suzanne  Moore’s 
10  questions  (February  1)  and 
go  on  to  one  or  two  others. 
Would  Labour  introduce  a 
graduate  tax  as  a means  of 
finding  a fhrfoer  expansion 
of  higher  education?  Would 
Labour  tax  child  benefit  so  as 
to  make  more  resources  avail- 
able for  foe  less  affluent? 
Richard  JamesoiL 
11  Malting  Lane. 

Aldbory. 

Tring, 

Hertfordshire  HP23  5RH. 


Language school 

Following  your  recent 
correspondence  about  su- 
perfluous apostrophe’s  and 
prepositions  outside  of  all 
reason:  for  more  serious  are 
misused  or.  more  frequently, 
mis-non-used  hyphens,  which 
can  cause  ambiguity' and  even 
change  of  sense.  Thus  a 
black  cab  driver”  may  be  a 
black  catMlriver  or  a black- 
cab  driver  (and  either  may  be 
a black  black-cab  driver):  and 
who  would  prefer  a cam- 
corder with  low  light  sensitiv- 
ity to  one  with  low-light 
sensitivity? 

B J Razzard. 

4 Pymers  Mead, 

London  SE21 8NQ. 

And  let's  not  foiget  spoken 
English:  I have  lost  count 
of  the  number  of  times 
recently  I ha\*e  heard  people 
on  Radio  4 pronouncing 
sixth"  as  ".sUdh”.  I was  be- 
ginning to  wonder  if  there 
was  a number  "sik".  but  then 
a thought  occurred  to  me: 
could  the  fell  in  standards  be 
a precursor  to  the  privatisa- 
tion of  the  English  language? 
A WyUe. 

4 Haddington  Place, 
Edinburgh  EH74AE. 

AS  FOR  those  complaining 
of  bad  spellings:  for  >'ears 
I hiix-e  used  an  American 
word-processor  program  with 
a US  English  dictionary’.  So 
common  words  appear  as  rec- 
ognize. plow,  color  and.  of 
course,  program.  The  spelling 
is  logical  and  simple.  I won- 
der why  we  didn't  adopt  it 
years  ago. 
lain  Sutherland. 

3 Gold  Mead  Close, 

Ly'mington, 

Hants  SOU  3FQ, 

It’s  a set-up 

I WAS  concerned  by  the  ab- 
sence Of  Manchester  from 
the  English  Tourist  Board 
movie  map  (Arts.  February 
3).  In  particular  this  omitted 
Albert  Finney’s  fine  film 
Charlie  Bubbles.  This  has  two 
icons  of  our  time:  Liza  Min- 
nelli seducing  Albert  Finney 
In  the  Piccadilly  Hotel,  and  a 
visit  to  Manchester  IMted's 
ground.  As  thQ*  also  missed 
out  the  scenes  in  Lc^ita  filmed 
blzarrely  in  foe  Kent  suburbs, 
I put  fois  down  to  foe  Board’s 
philistine  understanding  of 
eingma.  and  not  soufoem  bias. 
Chris  Jeffries. 

1 Queens  Road,  Cheadle  Hulme. 
awsllireSKSSHG. 


. I 1VAI7E)?/  tmt^K  fve, 

Inssrau/iM']  F^NC>  A44oS 

Soup/ 


Chairman  Mao  lends  an  ear 


The  pickling  of  Chairman 
Mao  (Beiiing  Diary,  Feb- 
ruary 5)  was  certainly  less 
than  perfect  Some  years  ago. 
one  of  his  ears  deteebed  itself 
and  lay  bralde  him  loddng 
like  a c^ed  mushroom. 

The  Chinese  were  in  an  ex- 
quisite state  of  embarrass- 
ment because  to  notice  and 
repair  this  defect  implied  an 
admission  that  it  had  hap- 
pened — an  unthinkable  loss 


of  face,  for  worse  than  Mao's 
loss  of  ear.  The  dilemma  was 
solved,  so  they  say',  by  an 
American  barbarian  who 
remarked  loudly  in  the 
crowded  mausoleum:  “Hey. 
foe  guy's  ear's  fallen  off.” 
Goodness  gracious. 

The  supergiue  seems  to  be 
lasting  well. 

Alison  Prince. 

Burnfoot  Whiting  Bay, 

Isle  Arran  RA27  SQL. 


Bad  sports 

I ORD  Thomson’s  assertion 
L.that  public  Intecost  is  b^t 
ser\'ed  when  popular  sports 
events  are  screened  on  terres- 
trial television  channels  (Foul 
in  foe  box.  February  8)  is  an 
interesting,  if  unoriginal, 
restatement  oi  foe  argument 
a^iinst  allowing  BSl^B  to 
buy  ever  more  rights. 

However,  isn't  this  the 
same  Lord  Thomson  who.  as 

chairman  of  the  Independent 
Broadcasting  Author!^',  pre- 
sided over  the  collusion  be- 
tween ITV  and  BBC  to  keep 
football  off  our  television 
screens  for  six  months  in 
1985,  SO  that  the  two  broad- 
casters could  drive  down  foe 
price  they  paid  for  football 
rtehts? 

Lord  Ihomson  might  aicn 
remember  that  it  took  the  in- 
tervention in  1988  Of  the  now 
defUnet  saMlite  service,  BSB, 
to  force  ITV  and  ffiC  to  com- 
pete with  each  other  for 
^rts  ri^its,  ending  foe  cosy 
duopoly  that  had  existed  for 
so  long.  I am  not  aware  (rfany 
initiative  by  Lord  ihomson’s 
IBA  to  end  this  grossly  unfeir 
practice. 

LyntonGoesL 
7A  Chenistan  Gardens, 
London  W8  6TG. 


Please  include  a full  postal 
address,  even  on  e-mailed 
letters,  and  a telephone  number. 
We  may  edit  letters:  shorter 
ones  are  more  likely  to  appear. 


Greek  farce 

The  personal  attadc  on  me 
by  James  Pettifer  (Letters, 
February  3).  under  the  head- 
line. 'The  dishonourable  con- 
sul”. was  unworthy  d your 
newspaper.  Scarcely  any  of 
the  factual  statements  or  innu- 
endoes relate  to  foe  truth. 

The  British  Embassy  in 
Athens  did  not  attenpt  to  stop 
publication  of  Professor  Rara- 
kasidou's  IxxriL  Our  role  was 
Mmited  to  answering  some 
questions  put  to  us  ^ Cam- 
bri^  Dniveraity  Press  about 
attitudes  in  Greece  to  foe  sub- 
ject of  the  book,  and  the  re- 
cord of  attacks  on  British  lives 
and'  property  here.  We 
answe^  hon^tly.  and  stand 
by  mir  answers. 

Mr  Pettifer  says  foat  I at- 
tacked his  recent  book  on 
Greece.  I have  never  done  so.  1 
do  not  regattl  Mr  Pettifer  as  a 
"troDble-nudnr”  or  his  book 
as  a problem,  and  1 have  C8i> 
tainly  never  discossed  it  with 
Forrign  OfiElce  coUeagi^  ex- 
in  passing  to  point  out 
some  fkriual  erroES. 

The  issue  of  academic  free- 
dom is  an  important-one,  but 
natuxally  not  the  one  on  whicb 
the  press  stw^t  our  advloa 
An  emotional  reaction  is 
undersbmdable.  buti  was  sad- 
dened to  see  the  good  name  ci 
St  Antony’s  CoU^  associated 
with  such  a torrent  of  (dich^ 
Oliver  Miles. 

Ambassador,  • 

British  Embassy,  Afoens. 


Shephard  and  Woodhead 
assessed  and  found  wanting 


I AM  not  at  all  surprised  tiiat 
Chris  Woodhead  and  Gillian 
Sbe^iard  fell  to  emjfoasise 
foe  part  foat  undei>funding 
plays  In  foe  pmibrmance 
our  schools  (Nearly  half  of 
schools  ‘fafling’,  February  6). 
It  is  no  doubt  a sense  of 
shared  guilt  that  leads  to  this 
sflence. 

Mr  Woodhead  has  a direct 
reqxiD^biiity  for  foe  milliODS 
was^  by  the  Schools  Exami- 
nation Assesanent  Coon- 
efl.  the  National  Ourriculum 
Council  and  now  the  Sdiool 
Curriculum  awri  Assessment 
Authority,  in  providing  us 
with  a National  Cuzriculum 
foat  did  not  .work  and  tests 
and  assessments  which  par- 
ody foeir  proclaimed  function. 

There  was  a time  that  foe 
post  of  Her  Majesty’s  Chief  In- 
spector was  prized  for  its  in- 
tegrity and  Independent  com- 
mitment to  educational 
standards.  It  is  sad  to  see  this 
apparently  being  exchanged 
for  a minor  acting  role  in  the 
Govemment's  pre-election 

^mpalgn 

Robert  Back. 

IS  Wheeldon  Avenue. 

Derby  DE221HP. 

CHRIS  WOODHEAD  has 
never  been  a primary 
school  teacher,  yet.  as  (SueT 
HML  be  r^ularly  pronounces 
on  foose  of  us  who  persist  at 
this  mo^  d«nanding  of  occu- 
pations. Whenever  primary 
schools  are  mention^  corn- 
meat  is  usually  restricted  to 
saying  how  badly  tb^  are 
doing.  L for  one.  am  tired  of 
being  patronised. 

Adrian  Tovrnsend. 
Headteacher. 

New  Hinksey  First  School 
Vicarage  Road 
Oxford  0X1 4RQ. 


WOULD  Chris  Woodhead 
be  less  severe  on  teach- 
ers if  his  analyses  excluded 
children  watdiing  26  hours  of 
TV  a week,  foose  with  'TV  sets 
in  their  bedrooms,  those  with- 
out a book  in  the  home,  and 
foose  vho  are  allowed  to 
mam  the  Streets  luitil  all 
hours? 

And  would  learning  im- 
prove if  there  were  no  TV  be- 
fbre  9am,  none  from  4.30  till 
7pm  ~ to  allow  for  home- 
work, tea,  and  frunily  conver- 
sation and  an  evening  cur- 
few for  children,  with  times 
related  to  age? 

BillBSoore. 

Bradford  Dale, 

Youlgrave. 

Derbyshire.  - 

PETER  LUFF  should  take 
heart  in  CTiris  Woodhead’s 
Ofrted  report,  for  presumably 
only  around  SO  per  cent  of 
teenage  girls  will  be  able  to 
read  and  com^bend  these 
explicit  magazines  (Publish- 
ers f^t  curb  cm  ‘explicit  sex' 
in  teen^ers’  magazines, 
ruary  6).  wifo  a good  propor- 
tion of  ^ literate  half  having 
foe  moral  security  of  selective 
schools  and  traditional  values 
to  protect  them. 

Rodn^  Hedley. 

1 Crofton  Road, 

London  SE5  SLY. 

I SEE  Chris  Woodhead  thinks 
foe  main  problem  in  pri- 
mary education  is  15,000  poor 
teachers.  My  husband  has 
been  poor  ever  since  he  be- 
came a teacher  25  yearn  ago. 
Omld  a decent  pay  rise  im- 
prove the  situation? 

K Cotter. 

10  Lduds  Road. 

Crick, 

Northampton  NN6  7TJ. 


United  we  shall  withstand 


Tom  hodgkinson  be- 

tra3Ts  a breathtaking  igno- 
rance Xmodem  trade  imions 
(Tessa  stars  in  foe  revival  of 
DIY,  February  6).  In  today’s 
increasingly  insecure  and 
hostile  workplace,  where 
woiking  people  are  vulnera- 
ble to  harassment,  ha  flying 
and  discriminatioin.  foe  role 
of  unions  is  cruciad  in  pro- 
moting and  protecting  the 
rights  of  all  i^ple  at  wort 
Unions  legitiniately  negotiate 
and  campaign  for  decent  pay 
and  conditions  for  their  mem- 
bers. They  also  provide  a 
wide  range  of  the  type  of  ser- 
vices he  claims  they  do  not. 
such  as  legal  advice  and 
rqiresentation. 

For  example,  had  Mr  Hodg- 
kinson done  any  research,  Iw 
would  have  discovwed  that 
unions  won  £304  millinri  fer 
individuals  who  wwe  ipjured 


A Country  Diary 


at  worit  last  year.  And  ever: 
year,  trade  unions  taki 
around  130,000  personal-in 
jury  cases,  and  tens  of  thou 
sands  d employment-right! 
cases,  to  industrial  tribunals 
Most  TOC  unions  -also  offei 
their  members  free  legal  ad 
vice  on  non-work  issue: 
through  a scheme  run  joinfo 
with  the  L,aw  Society. 

These  legal  services  are  al 
provided  at  a fraction  of  fo< 
cost  that  lawyers  woulc 
charge. 

Perhaps  Mr  Hodgkinsor 
should  talk  to  some  of  tbes< 
people  to  see  whefoer  the] 
would  swap  the  protection  o 
their  union  for  the  jun^e  a 
individual  deals  he  advocates 
John  Monks. 

General  Secretary, 

Trades  Union  (Congress. 

Great  Russell  Street, 

London  WC1B3LS. 


EXTREMADURA.  SPAIN: 
Five  wet  winter  days  In  the 
evergreen  wood  pastures  of 
south-west  Spain  p^uced 
such  exhilaratii^  vistas  — 
pius  U bird  species  entirely 
new  to  me  — that  it  would  be 
invidious  to  single  out  one 
overridii^  image.  The  dOtesa 
is  a sight  to  see;  a vast,  oren 
finest  of  pollarded  cork  and 
holm-oaks  wifo  something  of 
foe  character  of  a savannah, 
or  a half-finished  wild  land- 
scape pariL  And  foraging  for 
acorns  amongst  it,  in  the  com- 
pany of  wild  boar,  dark- 
skinned,  semi-domestleated 
pigs  and  iriiite  cattle,  was  a 
bewildering  collage  of  bltds: 

small  femiiy  parties  of  winter- 
ing cranes  stalking  donnishly 
between  foe  trees: 
starlings  (wifo  black  velvet 
plumage  Instead  of  foe  she^ 
satin  of  our  species);  egrets 
and  stoiks,  great  grey  shrikes 
on  ^ fences,  blaclfrshoul. 
06r9d  kites  hovering  ebove 
^ roads  like  enormous  pie- 
bald  kestrels:  and  Oocks  of 
great  bustards,  the  size  tf  tur- 
keys, strung  out  lite  a frieze 


againct  the  snowy  slopes 
foe  Sierra  de  Credos.  ] 
there  is  a bird  that  lingets 
the  sense  buds  longer; 
azure-winged  magpie,, 
smaller  cousin  of  our  mu 
demonised  Uid,  with  sky-b 
wii^  and  tail  pinkish  lx 
and  sooty-black  crown.  TT 
are  extravagant  creator 
and  huge  frm  — gregario 
xwisy,  restless,  and  grven 
elegant  erotic  pinwaga  jf 
odd  thatthey  are  here  at 
Their  main,  and  only  off 
centre  of  population  is  in  e 
em  Asia.  6J)00  miipe  aw 
amd  it’s  been  si^gested  f 
they  may  have  been  ini 
duced  to  Spain  by  sailors  cc 
mg  back  fr^  China.  Yet  til 
distribution  isn't  expand 
(which  usually  ^ 

successful  introdu^ons)  s 
they  ctoitrive  to  look  bi 
touchingly  incongruous 
this  arcl^c  habitat  an<t  ab 
hitely  at  home.  I would 
they  are  a true  relic  popi 
tion,  happy  in  a habitat  tl 
has  barely  changed  in  the  p 
4.000  years. 

RKHARDMAB 
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MaMhew  Normal 


The  star  ormy  old 

Mend  Maody  Mandel- 
sob  shines  ever  more 
brightly.  Id  succession  to. 
Joy  Johnson,  the  MP  for 
H^iepool  has  been  put  in 
charge  of  ail  party  cam- 
paigning (not,  as  before, 
merely  the  election  run-np). 
^ oddly  reticent  Mr  Tpny 
Blair  has  mentioned  the  an* 
pointment  only  to  the 
Shadow  Cabinet,  which 
heard  the  news  on  Friday. 
On  Monday —fuUy  a day 
after  Mandy  told  a news- 
paper he  wanted  to  stop 
being  *‘a  fixer”  and  become 

”a  serioos  poUtician” be 

arrived  at  the  new  conunn- 
nications  HQon  Millbank. 
Aftera  wittUy  self-parodic 
opening  speech  (the  team*s 
work  mast  be  character- 
ised, he  said,  “openness 
and  honesty'’),  the  scene 
took  on  the  anra  of  Hello 
Dolly!  “Pm  glad  to  be  back.” 
said  Mandy,  who  had  the 
job  (officially)  under  Neil 
Kinnock.  “I  vrish  Td  never 
left.”  At  this,  nsnally  icy 
Blairs  pparatchik  Maiga- 
ret  Mclfonagh  cooed:  * *We 
wish  yoo’d  never  left, 
Mandy.  ” Less  thrilled,  how- 
ever, will  be  Patsy  Prescott; 
at  last  time  of  checking,  the 
Labour  chump  was  official 
campaign  chief.  General 
secretary  Tom  Sawyer  may 
also  regret  this  transfer  of 
power  firom  Walworth  Road 
to  Mandy  Millbank. 


The  Diary  wishes  to 
end  the  distasteful 
speculation  about 
Lord  Wyatt  of  Weeford’s 
contribution  to  yesterday's 
Broadcasting  Bill  debate. 
Woody,  as  TV  viewers 
noted,  spoke  wifo  enormous 
eloquence  (“Sky  B.  err . . . 
Sky  B.  umm  . . . Sky  televi- 
sion . . .’’was  one  purple 
patch)  about  Sky  Spo^* 
fine  contribution  to  British 
sport,  and  be  did  so  from  the 
heart  He  did  not  do  so  be- 
cause Rupert  Murdoch  pays 
him  over  £200.000  a year  for 
a weekly  column  in  the 
Times,  and  a fortni^ly 
one  on  page  48  of  the  News 
of  the  World.  Let  that  be  an 
end  to  it. 


I AM  now  leaving  my 
daily  phone  message  for 
Dr  Julian  Lewis,  the 
Tory  radio  ham.  in  a de- 
mented whisper:  if.  as  sus- 
pected. he  is  in  the  clutches 
of  Central  Office  infiltra- 
tors, they  must  not  over- 
bear. It's  completely  illogi- 
cal. of  coarse,  but  what 
place  does  Ic^c  bave  hi  the 
heart  of  a frantic  fiiagd? 


According  to  Ju- 
lian's boss.  Tory 
Chairman  Brian  Ma- 
whinney,  co-ordtnattan  is 
vitaL*  organs  of  government 
must  synchronise  their  prcH 
noon  cements  for  maximum 
impact  and  miuimnm  em- 
barrassment Take  last 
Wednesday.  One  minute, 
the  Chief  Inspector  of 
Schools  made  the  spark- 
llngly  original  call  for  “a 
return  to  traditional  teach- 
ing methods",  and  the  next 
— by  way  of  drumming 
home  the  point  aboutfoll- 
ing  standards — Mr  Ma- 
whinney  put  out  a press 
release  that  concluded:  “Yet 
again.  La  boor  is  exposed  as 
a party  wUch  does  not  prac- 
tice what  it  preaches.”  Tut, 
tut.  Most  try  harder^ 


I AM  delighted  to  note 
that  the  fraudster  Darios 
Guppy  has  been  released 
from  prison  early  after  com- 
pensation of  £165.500  vras 
paid  into  a Lloyd’s  syndi- 
cate. The  money  was  paid, 
according  to  the  tabloids,  by 
“a  mystery  man”.  It 
coiddnt  be.  could  it?  I rax^ 
Boris  tbe  Jackal  Johnson, 
Darius's  close  flriend,  yes- 
terday, but  he  wasn’t  there. 
“The  guv’nor’s  gawn  out,” 
said  a whee^,  almost  rasp- 
ing jralce  in  his  office.  “’E’s 
gavm  rfghw  the  Blind  Beg- 
garlo  meet  a man  about  a 
sln^’  lesson,  if  yon  knaw 
whsil  meen.  ha  ha.  But 

ab'l)  tell  ’im  you  caUed.  You 
watth  out  for  yourself,  my 
son^ . . and  stay  lucky." 

IHE  column  of  my  old 
[ friend  Sir  John  Junor 
in  the  Mail  on  Sunday 
Kalarm.  Sir  John's  old 

prol  lem  with  question 
mar  :s  is  getting  out  of 
ban  .andtbeoldboynow 
find  it  nearimposfdbleto 
end  ny  sentence  without 

one.  [n  last  week's  efibrt.  he 
coni  *lved  15,  with  no  fewer 
thaiisix  ia  the  lead  item 

aloi:  >.  I will  monitor  the  sit- 
uatt  n closely  from  now  on, 
and  be  moment  the  ques- 
tion nark  coiint  reaches  20, 
will  lersonally  takehlmto 
asu!  port  group  for  compul" 
slve  |uestion-askers.For 
mus  itnotbeatemWebai> 
den  }ra  man  to  be  unable 
tom  ike  up  his  mind  about 

anyi  iing?Ionlyask* 
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Cashing  in  on  the 
North  Sea  bubbie 


Commentary 


Will 

Hutton 


SO  AT  LEAST  one  Con- 
servative cabinet  min- 
ister has  been  brave 
enough  to  come  to  the 
defence  of  the  wel&ze  state  — 
and  for  that  act  of  aingiiiar 
political  courage  the  Chancel- 
lor deserves  some  praise.  But 
such  are  the  terms  cf  tbe  de- 
bate in  the  Conservative 
Party  that  Mr  CUarke's  speech 
yesterday  still  implies  that 
education,  health  and  social- 
security  spending  will  come 
under  heavy  pressure  tn  the 
years  ahead.  It  is  some  com- 
fort that  tbe  pressure  is  less 
than  it  might  have  been:  but 
no  one  shoold  be  coniident 
that  Mr  Clarke's  attachment 
to  the  concept  of  the  wel&re 
state  inll  be  backed  by  suffi- 
cient action  to  halt  its  current 
rate  of  attrition. 

The  Conservative  Par^s 
priority  over  welfare  spend- 
ing is  not  need,  social  cohe- 
sion or  even  affordability  — 
for  the  funds,  as  you  will  see. 
are  there  to  finance  a more 
generous  welfare  system  if  we 
choose.  Rather,  just  as  Sta- 
lin's planners  decided  that 


steel  production  should 
doable  whatever  the  circum- 
stances, the  central  planners 
in  the  Conservative  Party 
have  arbitrarily  decided  that 
government  expenditure 
should  Call  bdow  40  per  cent 
of  GDP.  Ihis  is  to  be  the  yard- 
stick of  the  good  society  — 
not,  for  example,  class  sizes, 
the  speed  of  response  of  fire 
brigades  to  hos* 

pital  waiting-lists  or  well- 
stocked  public  libraries. 

Indeed  fbw  politicians  and 
even  fewer  commentators 
seem  to  be  aware  Just  bow  ex- 
traordinarily ti^t  the  Gov- 
ernment's spending  plans  are 
for  the  next  three  years.  Mr 
Clarke  may  not  have  an- 
nounced that  he  wants  to  get 
pnblic  spending  down  to  85 
per  cent  of  GDP  — he  knows 
ifs  crazy — but  a^body  with 
a stake  in  public  services, 
consumer  or  worker  alike, 
should  be  chilled  by  his  com- 
mitment to  keep  public  spend- 
ing “more  or  leas  constant” 
over  tbe  nest  three  years. 

Thus  unlike  the  wider  econ- 
omy, growing  at  its  average 
annual  rate  of  around  2 per 
cent  (mlaerafale  enough),  foe 
public  sector  is  to  be  frozen. 
Ambitions  to  recruh  more 
teachers  or  rehabilitate  more 
prisoners  — foe  kinH«a  of  ex- 
penditure one  might  exp^  as 
Britain  grows  richer  — are 
killed  stene-dead.  kisfead.  foe 
story  will  be  of  a public  sector 
struggling  to  offer  mmtm*l 
pay  rises  to  its  staff,  financed 
by  job  losses  and  a deteriorat- 


ing service.  Already  the  loss 
of  3,000  prison  officers,  the 
Stra^  in  the  fire  service  and 
foe  ending  of  the  reading- 
recovery  programme  bear  tes- 
timony to  what  lies  ahead. 
This  comes  on  top  of  b^efit 

rates  which  are  continually 

Ikllizig  back  in  relation  to  av- 
erage earnings  and  to  which 
entitlement  is  ever  tougher. 
The  continual  leeching  ^ 
youth-training  programmes 
and  the  cut-back  in  TEC  bud- 
gets are  well-known.  Free 
dentistry  and  eye  services 
have  long  since  gone,  and 
mai  ariH  Informal  rationing  in 
the  NHS  grows,  l^rtiary  edu- 
cation is  In  near  crisis  as  ex- 
penditure per  student  falls  ca- 
lamitously — bence  tbe  vice- 
chaneellars'  flirtatitm  with 
charging  under^duates  £300 
entry  foes.  Ihis  is  the  ‘‘strong 
wel&e  state”  to  which  the 
claims  he  Is  at- 
tached. and  which  he  believes 
is  the  hai^maiden  of  flezifaih- 
ty  because  it  reduces  fear  and 
opposition  to  eban^. 

Yet  to  argue  for  better  in- 
vites the  inevitable  charge 
that  it  lias  to  be  paid  for  — 
and  that  in  turn  allegedly 
means  bi^er  income  tax. 
Every  radio  and  TV  inter- 
viewer in  the  land,  foltbftilly 
rehearsing  Central  Office's 
lines  in  the  name  of  "bal- 
ance”, knows  how  to  uim  up 
the  heat  on  anybody  who 
dares  to  challenge  foe  idea 
that  deprefoitlon.  dilapidation 
and  decay  have  to  be  the 
order  of  foe  day.  It  is  a false 


premise.  Income  tax  provides 
only  a quarter  of  all  tax  reve- 
nue. Indeed,  it  could  even  be 
cut  and  still  there  are  poten- 
tial funds  in  abundance  to  fi- 
nance the  kind  of  welfare 
state  the  British  want. 

For  example,  unremarked 
and  largely  unreported,  there 
is  a boom  in  North  Sea  oil  and 
gas  production  which  already 
comfortably  exceeds  any  year 
in  the  lS8Qs  and  will  do  so  for 
foe  rest  of  the  decade.  Yet  the 
tax  yield  is  derisory  — even 
to  the  point  where  the  tax- 
payer is  subsiding  more 
new  wild-cat  oU-well  drill  Ine 
in  British  waters  than  in  any 
other  oil  {xovince  in  the 
world.  The  usual  explanation 
for  declining  oil  revenues  is 
fallirtg  oil  and  gas  prices,  but 
an  Important  paper  sent  to  me 

recently  by  Shield  Univer- 
sity's Ian  Rutledge  and  Philip 
Wright  shows  how  that  is 
only  partly  true;  the  real 

driver  of  the  extraordinary 
collapse  in  oil  revenues  is 
what  they  describe  as  “foe 
weakest  petroleum  taxation 
readme  In  the  world”. 

OVER  the  past  12 
years  the  Govern- 
ment has  emascu- 
lated the  tax  system 
bequeathed  it  by  tbe  1974-79 
Labour  government  Oil  roy- 
alties Imve  been  abcdisbed. 
Ach^ce  petroleum  revenue 
tax  (PRT)  has  been  phased 
out.  In  1993  PI^  for  old  fields 
was  halved  and  abolished  for 
new  fields.  Exploration, 
praisal  and.  amazingly  drie/- 
opmeni  costs  can  be  offset  be- 
tween fields.  With  the 
lowering  of  corporation  tax  to 
33  per  cent  some  companies 
wifo  smaller  fields  are  being 
subsidised  by  foe  taxpayer, 
with  Rutledge  and  Wri^t 
citing  Ranger  Oil  as  Just  one 
of  many  foat  seem  to  have 
recovered  a substantial  part 
of  their  tax  payments. 

Forget  falling  oil  prices; 
taxation  for  any  pound  of 
North  Sea  oil  profit  is  a quar- 
ter of  nrhat  it  was  10  years  ago 


— and  gross  trading  profits 
are  actually  higher!  Just 
restcxing  the  tax  r^ime  to 
where  it  stood  in  1987  would 
deliver  another  £3  billion  of 
revenues:  and  if  we  choose  to 
be  tougher,  restoring  oil  roy 
altles  and  a stricter  system  d* 
reli^  the  take  could  in- 
crease significantly  again. 

Hie  net  effect  is  that  Britain 
comes  second  in  foe  world 
league  table  for  lax  taxation  of 
oil  revenues  prepared  by  the 
(Geneva  based  oil  consultants 
Petrocmsultants.  The  Gorom 
ment  takes  just  33  per  cent  of 
oil-company  cash  flows,  lower 
telly  than  Ireland.  But  as  Pe- 
troconsnltants  say,  normally 
countries  run  light  tax 
r^iffles  when  the  prospects 
for  disrovery  are  poor  and  foe 
infrastructure  for  landing 

refining  and  shipping  oil  is 
weak.  Extraordinarily  and 
alone  Britain  refHusents  foe 

qniosite:  a tax  regime 
along  with  good  discovery 
prospects  and  mfrastnicture 

— hence  the  sobriquet  of 
being  the  world's  weakest  pe- 
troleum tax  regime. 

Oil  and  gas  executives  deny 
the  undeniable,  but  North  Sea 
extraction  rates  give  the  lie  to 
their  protestations  that  the  tax 
regime  is  just  Iftbere  were  15 
years  oToU  reserves  at  current 
production  levels  in  1983.  now 
there  are  fewer  than  five  — 
with  a similar  pattern  for  gas. 
Tbe  industiy*  is  exploiting 
North  Sea  reserves  of  oil  and 
gas  mercilessly  because  the 
tax  is  so  light  — and  before 
the  regime  changes. 

And  if  the  Government  had 
an  ounce  of  propriety  foe 
regime  would  be  toughened. 
What  is  tbe  case  for  accelerat- 
ing the  depletion  of  British 
reserves  of  hydrocarbons, 
minimising  foe  tax  take  and 
running  an  ever  more  thread- 
bare welfare  state  as  a result? 
These  Islands  have  become  a 
milch  cow  as  our  social  infra- 
structure rots  — and  all 
against  a chorus  that  there  is 
no  alternative.  It  is  as  offen- 
sive as  it  is  uqjust. 


Dirty  deeds  in  the  east 


Norman  Stone  accuses  the 
German  government  of 
mendacity  in  its  dealings  with 
citizens  who  lost  land  or  property 
in  the  country’s  turbulent  decades 


Chancellor 

Kobl  has  been 
having  attacks  of 
piety  about 
Eun^.  However, 
he  is  not  at  tlie  moment  well- 
pla^  to  be  making  such  les- 
sons, for  his  government  has 
presided  over  a very  nasty 
^wrtai,  a Inreacfa  of  the  con- 
stitution, over  which  the 
Chancellor  himself  seems  to 
have  just  lied  to  tbe.  parlia- 
ment One  very  senior  for^ 
eign-oflloe  Tnan,  Dieter  Ra^ 
trap,  who  is  now  (Jennan 
ambassador  in  Italy,  has  been 

arrayed  for  perjury,  "nie 
hag  reached  the  Euro- 
pean Court  of  Human  Rights 
at  Strasboutg,  where  a bear- 
ing — en^essly  put  off  by 
Bonn  ->•  is  soon  to  take  place. 
And  anyone  who  might  sup- 
pose that  constitutional 
courts  and  bills  of  ri^ts  are 
in  themselves  a pr'op^ 
answer  needs  to  bear  all  te 
this  In  mind. 

The  case  hi  question  m* 
volves  a sum  of  mcmey  that 
could  be  anywhere  from 
£3.000  minion  to  £10,000 

lion.-  It  concerns  land,  ^ 
torles,  forests  and  castl«  that 
were  expropriated  by  thisw 
that  rdgiine  In  Germany 
1933.  EsSteitiaUy,  it  is  abora 
gffnif  seven  miUJon  acres  in 
T?,aBt  Germany.  Between  1945 
and  1949,  when  the  Bast  Ger- 
man state  was  formally  sA 
up.  there  was  a Soviet  m^ 
tmry  administratioin,  which 
presided  over  a supposed 
land-reform.  Any  estate 
greater  than  250  acres  was 
divided  up;  the  ft*rest  land 


was  nationalised.  In  foe  fif- 
ties. foe  state  took  the  land 
away  finom  the  peasants,  and 
set  up  collectives. 

The  former  owners  are  a 
mixed  bag.  Some  are  very 
grand  — Princes  of  Saxe-An- 
halt  or  Saxe-Coburg  (there  Is 
a British  royal  interest,  too), 
a Prince  Reuss  — wifo  castles 
to  reclaim.  Some  were  no 
doubt  Nazis;  ofoere.  such  as 
the  Bussche-Haddebausen 
fomily.  resisted  Hitler:  quite  a 
Dumbtf  refused  to  join  tbe 
Nazi  Party,  but  were  not  part 
of  tbe  active  resistance.  One 
or  two  are  Jewish,  unable  to 
benefit  from  foe  compensa- 
tion foat  has  otherwise  been 
quite  wUely  available  to  Ger- 
man Jewish  refugees,  niere 
are  about  11,000  daimants, 
tbe  majority  pe<mle  who  lost  a 
town  house  or  a small  manor 
and  a few  hundred  acres  be- 
tween 1945  and  1949. 

In  theory,  these  people 
should  have  had  their  prpi^ 
erty  back  when  unification 
happened.  In  I99a  Ihe  Basic 
law  of  West  Germany  states 
that  private  property  is  guar- 
ante^  and  it  also  states  that 
citizens  are  to  be  treated 
equally.  Of  course,  over  prop- 
erly. this  could  be  exceed- 
ing difficult  There  could 
quite  easfly  be,  quite  l^ti- 
mat^y,  three  or  four  claims 
for  foe  same  piece  of  land.  But 
the  government  has  departed 
from  law,  told  detectable  lies, 
fried  to  buy  off  people  who 
were  powerful  enough  to  com- 
plain. and  now  goes  round  in 
circles.  The  Constitutional 
Court  supinely  accepted  this 


behaviour  — a clear  case  of 
politic  justice. 

■nis  claimants'  case  would 
have  been  mimh  weaker  if 
there  had  been  any  question 
of  evicting  innocent  occu- 
imts  from  houses,  and  foe 
like.  But  this  was  not  their 
ahti  They  were  concerned 
with  foe  huge  tracts  of  bmd. 
wifo  fiictories  and  castles, 
foat  were  In  the  hands  of  the 
state,  it  had  been  natumal- 
teed,  and  Bonn  took  it  over  in 
1990.  intteidlDg  to  sell  it  off. 
Bonn  was  adamant:  the  land 
must  not  be  returned  to  for- 
mer owners.  True,  a compen- 
sation law  has  been  pareed. 
However.  It  ofibrs  0.8  per  cent 
of  the  value,  in  10  years'  time 
— It  Is  SO  complicated,  in 
terms  of  valuations  and  in- 
dex-linking and  taxation,  that 
owners  could  conceivably 
have  to  pay  the  government 

JUST  the  same,  excep- 
tions have  been  made. 
If  you  are  a communal 
administration  OT  B 

political  party  — even  foe 
Communists  — you  your 
property  back.  The  American 
government  insisted  on 
proper  compensation  for 
American  subjects,  and  ob- 
tained a special  treaty  to  this 
eSbct  in  1990.  A British  firm 
claimed  its  property  in 
the  middle  of  Dresd^  and 
got  nowhere.  However,  the 
great  Belgian  chemical  firm. 
Solvay.  threatteied  to  pull  Its 
operations  rigM  out  Ger- 
mamy.  axui  so  it  got  its  East 
German  holdings  back.  Pre- 
1945  and  po^-1949  claimants 

ran  win,  simiiariy. 

German  citizens,  in  other 
wor^  have  not  bad  equal 
treatment  at  all,  and  that  is 
what  the  Strasbourg  case  con- 
cerns. U^nda,  seeking  to 
m^e  good  the  depravations 
of  Idi  Amin,  has  been  more 
open  and  generous. 

All  of  this  was  difficult  for 
Bonn.  The  tew  was  being 


flouted.  But  the  claimante  also 
had  powerful  friends,  who 
would  beard  tbe  govenameot 
at  soda)  and  political  gather 
mgs.  It  is  an  odd  foot  foat 
descendants  of  the  great  Ger- 
man military  families  — 
Schlltfbn.  VOD  der  Goltz.  Fkl- 
kenbausen  — nxived  in  con- 
siderable numbers  into  busi- 
ness: a lawyer  for  tbe 
claimants  is  a Count  Albrecht 
Schlieflen.  who  also  works  for 
Daimler-Benz.  A Herr  WitiVoi 
or  a Herr  Walg^  dealing  with 
the  judicial  and  financial  as- 
pects of  property  restitution  in 
1990.  would  not  find  it  easy  to 
fend  off  enquiries  from  tiwm. 
wifo  foeir  powerful  industrial 

gnrt  banking  harhing 

So  the  goveroment  found 
another  way  round.  They  seid 
that,  on  unification,  the  Rus- 
sians had  made  it  a preoondi- 
titm  for  tiieir  agreement  that 
pn^ierty  confiscations  would 
not  be  reversed-  (Chancellor 
Knht  told  the  Bundestag  as 
much  in  January  1991.  1116 
then  chief  negotiator  of  tbe 
foreign  office.  Dieter  Eastrup, 
told  tbe  same  story  to  the 
courts,  whtei  ttiey  were  called 
in.  Kastnip  has  been  accused 
of  perjury,  he  was  let  off.  on 
the  grounds  that  be  was 
merely  offering  a subjective 
impression,  not  actual  evi- 
dence. German  lawyers  are 
not  impressed  by  this  judg- 
ment It  smells. 

But  did  tbe  Soviet  Union 
make  a pre-conditioo  of  this 
kind?  Tm  years  a^,  (jorba- 
cbev  gave  me  an  interview, 
and  1 asked  him  stzai^t  out: 
be  answered  '‘no”.  Shevard- 
nadze, and,  latterly,  Geoi^ 
Bush  bore  this  out  of  course 
there  was  no  intention  of  in- 
fringing German  sovereignty. 
What  tbe  Russians  did  want 
was  something  else  alto- 
gether. They  wanted  to  avoid 
beii^  sued  for  damage  done 
between  1945  and  1949  (of 
which  there  was  a great  deal). 
They  wanted  an  indemnity. 


and  got  it  But  this  does  not 
mean  that  they  forbade  Gen 
mans  to  deal  with  German 
property  in  Germany  as  they 
thought  fit:  Bonn  was  cau^t 
out  in  a straightforward  lie. 

Now,  of  course  you  can  sym- 
pathise. “Tbe  Junkers  are 
back”  would  not  be  a welcome 
slogan.  Property  was  anyway 
a nightmare;  there  was  also  a 
danger  foat  the  East  Germans 
would  be  driven  into  a laager, 
and  perpetuate  foe  country's 
dlvlsiuL 

Fair  enough,  but  we  know 
now  that  there  were  other 
concerns.  Finance,  Minister 
Waigel  knew  that  foe  unifica- 
tion process  was  going  to  be 
very,  very  expensive  — even 
at  £100,000  million  per  year  he 
underestimated  it,  for  foe 
price  is  twice  as  high  and  the 
German  debt  has  grown 
threateningly  large.  How  do 
you  pay  for  this?  Ihe  answer 
was  throu^  privatisation  of 
the  East  (Semian  state's  hold- 
ings. This  was  openly  said, 
early  In  1990,  by  foe  govern- 
ment and  it  was  put  btio  foe 
freaty  between  foe  two  Ger- 
manies  — before  anytme  had 
mentioned  any  alle^d  Soviet 
precondition. 

Since  the  claimants  have 
cousins  wifo  access  to  gov- 
eminent  documents,  their 
lawyers  can  now  give  plain 
evidence  for  what  they 
they  can,  for  instance,  adduce 
the  foreign  office’s  own  min- 
utes. wifo  Kastnip  presnxt  of 
the  negotiations  wifo  the  Rus- 
sians (who,  it  turns  out  even 
had  to  be  prodded  into  de- 
manding indemnification). 
On  any  historian’s  reading  of 
this  story.  It  is  a very  nasty 
one.  Bonn  had  a detensxble 
case.  Shabby  lies  and  arro- 
gance wrecked  it 


Norman  Stone  is  Proiesaor  of 
Modem  History  at  Oxford 
University,  Further  details  in 
RestHutionsverbol  (ed  Chrisloph 
Rechberg,  Bonn,  Akiueli,  1996) 


Hunger  is  no 
excuse  for 
wickedness 


David  McKie 


At  the  top  of  the 
stairs  which  lead  to  the 
committee  corridors  of 
the  Lords  and  Commons 
there's  an  area  where  MPs 
sponsor  exhibitions  to  frirthcr 
causes  they  favour.  Last 
week,  at  the  invitation  of  the 
SDLP  MP  Eddie  McGrndy.  it 
had  a display  from  the  Linen 
Hall  Museum,  Belfast,  of 
printed  sources  on  the  stete  of 
Ireland  between  the  census 
)*ears  of  1841  and  1851:  the 
decade  of  the  great  famines. 

With  its  graphic  accounts 
in  words  and  sketches  of  im- 
mense human  suffering,  its 
bold  posters  advertising  foe 
sale  of  the  goofo  of  foe  broken 
and  dispossessed,  and  its  let- 
ters of  desperate  appe^  to 
politicians  in  London  to  inter- 
vene before  further  disasters 
occurred,  the  exhibition  car- 
ried the  not-sb-sublimlnal 
message:  this  is  what  West- 
minster did  to  the  people  of 
Ireland  — or  at  least,  what  it 
condoned.  But  perhaps  foe 
most  instructive  exhibit  got 
there  by  accident.  It's  a front- 
page editorial  commentary 
from  tbe  Illustrated  London 
News  of  August  1646.  ‘‘Noth- 
ing,'' foe  paper  wrote,  “is 
more  pitiless  than  a theory. 
Notlung  is  more  cruel  than  a 
political  or  social  enthusiasl 
when  he  meets  with  obstacles 
to  the  establishment  or  even 
the  trial  of  his  schemes  of 
social  and  politick  regenera- 
tion.” These  wor^  were  writ- 
ten not  about  frekmd  — they 
are  on  display  only  because 
sketches  from  Ireland  appear 
below  — but  about  Fi^ce, 
and  specifically  about  the 
evolution  of  Robespierre  — in 
the  grip  of  an  ideology  which 
everything  — from 
Honest  Incorruptible  to  the 
architect  of  the  Terror. 

llie  British  politicians  and 
civil  servants  responsible  for 
Ireland  through  the  famine 
years  were  no  Rob^ierres. 
Tb^  did  not  order  citizens  to 
their  deaths,  even  if  citizens 
died  throu^  their  inactivity. 
They  were  dealing  with  a 
catastrophe  which  any  gov- 
ernment in  our  history  would 
have  been  taxed  to  surmount 
Even  as  they  denied  tbe  pleas 
of  their  subordinates  on  the 
ground  for  greater  generosity, 
they  believed  they  were  doing 
their  best  for  tbe  people.  Even 
tbe  great  John  Bright  warned 
tbe  Commons  in  1648  of  the 
fhtel  demoralisation  of  foe 
people  which  extensive  relief 
mi^t  bring. 

Cecil  Woodham-Smith’s 
classic  account  Tbe  Great 
Hunger,  contains  much  more 
of  that  kind,  above  all  from 
Charles  Trevelyan,  assistant 
secretary  at  the  Treasury,  foe 
shaping  hand  of  London’s  res- 


ponse to  Ireland's  difficulties: 
a man  of  high  and  Indisput- 
able Christian  virtue,  but  as 
Macaulay  (whose  sister  he 

married)  said  of  him:  “His 
mind  is  full  of  schemes  of 
moral  and  political  improve- 
ment and  his  zeal  boils  over 
in  his  talk." 

Revisionist  historians  have 
quarrelled  with  Woodham- 

Smifo,  but  Trewb'-in’s  own 
words  establish  him.  Wh.it 
worried  him  perpetually  was 
that  aid  would  only  fe^  de- 
pendence. The  Irish  were  pay- 
ing the  price  for  their  reck- 
lessness. They  must  learn  to 
stand  on  tbeir  own  two  feet 
(ex^n  while  they  were  dying 
on  them).  "The  greatest  evil 
we  have  to  contmid  with."  he 
wrote  in  December  1846,  "is 
not  the  physical  evil  of  foe 
famine,  but  the  moral  exll  of 
the  selfish,  perverse  and  tur- 
bulent ch.iracter  of  the 
people." 

miatcver  the  people's  suf- 
ferings. the  laws  of  the  mar- 
ket must  not  be  gainsaid.  Was 
food  exported  while  Iretend 
ster\'ed?  That  must  continue: 
free  trade  must  survive.  Was 
food  being  sold  by  private 
enterprise  at  prices  most  im- 
pov'ertehed  households  could 
never  afford?  Those  prices 
must  not  be  undercut  by  gov- 
ernment intervention,  for 
foat  would  interfere  wifo  the 
market.  Were  the  costs  of 
poor  relief  being  sought  from 
communities  which  could 
never  conceivably  pay  foera? 
They  must  poy  e\-en  so.  As 
Trevelyan’s  closest  ally,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
Charles  Wood,  wrote  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  the  Earl  of 
Clarendon;  "Arrest,  remand, 
do  anything  you  can  — send 
horse,  foot  and  dragoons,  all 
foe  world  will  applaud  you. 
and  1 should  not  be  so  squea- 
mish as  to  what  1 did.  to  foe 
verge  of  the  law  and  a little 
beyond.”  In  time,  Trevelyan 
found  a convenient  catch-all 
formula.  1110  sufferings  of  the 
Irish,  he  said,  were  to  be 
blamed  on  ‘the  operation  of 
natural  causes”. 

The  operation  of  natural 
causes;  to  which,  by  defini- 
tion. There  Is  No  Alternative. 
Of  what  recent  period  in  Brit- 
ish history  does  that  remind 
you?  Woodham-Smith  was 
writing  in  1962.  when  Marga- 
ret Thatcher  was  a mere  par- 
liamentary secretar)’.  and 
John  Redwood  was  ll  and 
Michael  RurtiUo  nine.  "Much 
of  this  obtuseness.”  she  wrote 
of  British  admiaistration  in 
her  memoirs,  ’’sprang  from 
the  tenatical  faith  of  mid-19th- 
centory  British  politicians  in 
tbe  economic  doctrine  of  lais- 
sez-faire, no  interference  by 
government,  no  meddling 
with  the  operation  of  natural 
causes”.  As  those  were  writ- 
ten, Butskelltem  was  still  the 
natural  order  of  politics.  The 
Conservative  Party  remained 
true  to  tbe  kind  of  wellbre- 
state  Conservatism  for  which 
Kenneth  Clarke  now  risks  foe 
contempt  of  much  (^his  Party 
by  continuing  to  preach.  Few 
thought  then  that  such  warn- 
ings would  ever  be  needed 
again. 
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Mabel  Leigh 


Fis'Usofcl:i>' . . . Mabel  Leigh  (below  li^t)  and  (above)  a group  ofEhlmara  bowls  and  vases  decorated  with  her  Period  Potteiy  designs 


Fired  with  enthusiasm 


ABEL  LEIGH. 
I who  has  died 
I aged  81.  wUI  be 
remembered  for 
the  art  pottery 
jihe  designed  for  Shorter  and 
Son  during  the  1930s.  Trained 
at  the  prestigious  Burslem 
School  of  Art  by  the  legend- 
ary Gordon  Forsyth,  she 
wont  on  to  work  at  the  Royal 
Cnuldon  pottery.  There,  she 
completed  her  apprentice- 
ship under  tlie  guidance  of 
•lack  Price,  the  pottery  de- 
signer and  socialist,  who  was 
to  influence  her  work  and  life 
fiindamentnlly. 

When  Royal  Cauldon 
closed  Leigh  was  offered  the 
piisition  of  designer  at  the 


Shorter  pottery  in  Stoke-on- 
TrenL  Although  still  only  18, 
she  was  given  her  own 
studio,  where  she  trained 
four  talented  wcmen  painters 
to  dMorate  her  unique  pot- 
tery. With  its  naive,  ethnic 
patterns,  her  Period  Pottery, 
based  on  designs  from  the 
Middle  East  Africa  and  Cen- 
tral America,  reflected  the 
art  deco  style,  and  was 
Shorter’s  most  prestigious 
ware.  It  received  national  ac- 
claim after  an  e^ibition  in 
1933  in  the  firm's  London 
showrooms. 

The  Shorter  group  of  fac- 
tories included  the  Wilkin- 
son and  Newport  potteries. 
Leigh's  work  was  marketed 


as  a design  contrast  and  as  a 
consumer  alternative  to  the 
outrageous  Jaaz  Age  and 
Bizarre  ware  designed  by 
Clarice  Cliff  at  at  Newpc^ 

Leigh  was  strong-minded 
and  fiercely  supportive  of  the 
young  women  pottery  work- 
ers. She  became  increasingly 
dissatisfied  with  conditions 
in  Shorter’s  Victorian  fhc- 
tory  and  the  restrictions  im- 
po^  on  her  artistic  develop- 
ment After  two  intensely 
productive  years  she  left  to 
work  at  the  Crown  Ducal  pot- 
tery with  Charlotte  Rhead. 

After  the  second  world  war 
Cwhen  she  was  in  intelligence 
work).  Leigh  was  employ^ 
by  Gordon  Forsyth  to  help  in 


the  development  o£  the  ce- 
ramics export  market  She 
last  worked  at  the  Royal  Win- 
ton  pottery,  where  she  sp^t 
many  happy  and  productive 
years  before  her  premature 
retirement  in  1964. 

With  her  beloved  husband 
John,  Mabel  Lel^  renovated 
an  old  schoolhouse  in  North 
Wales  and  created  a wiagiraii 
Japanese  gaiden  as  a haven 
for  wildlife.  As  a freelance 
artist  she  hand-decorated 
tiles  for  H and  G Thynne,  but 
she  spent  much  of  her  retire- 
ment painting  and  embroi- 
dering and  tanking  the  innu- 
merable cats  which  found 
their  way  to  her  doorstep. 

A cha^matie,  lovable  per- 


son. wifo  a tremendous  smise 
of  fim  and  a cqiacity  for  see- 
ing beauty  and  goodness  in 
everything  and  everyone, 
Mabel  Leigh  inspired  Uie  af- 
foctioii  of  all  who  met.  her. 
An  esdiibitlon  of  Shorter  pot- 
tery, including  a large  pro- 
portion of  her  work,  toured 
the  museums  of  Soutii-west 
Enidand  and  the  Hanley  Mu- 
seum, Stoke-on-Trent  in  1992 
and  1993.  Today,  hw  wcx'k  is 
sou^t  and  treasured  by  an 
ardent  band  of  collectors. 


teene  & Gordon  Hopwood 


Mabel  Leigh,  potter,  bom  Janu- 
ary 5,  1915;  died  January  22, 
1996 


Giles  Playfair 


Denise  Grey 


stepping  out 
at  the  Folies 


Denise  grey,  who 

has  died  aged  99.  was 
a pillar  of  the  French 
theatre  and  cinema, 
an  actress  whose  career  em- 
braced evety  sort  of  drama 
and  entertainment. 

Bom  near  Turin  as  Edouar- 
dine  Verthuy,  her  father  was 
.in  archittx;mml  supervisor 
wlin  wont  (0  work  in  Paris 
when  Denise  was  four.  She 
l»eg.in  her  career  ns  a ren- 
dcn&\  Ihen  took  to  Eashion 
mridcnins!  — in  the  pioneer 
rl.i>‘s  of  the  cinema  this  was 
Kile  Ilf  the  nnturnl  routes  into 
•icnvn  aeims. 

Grt'y  w.is  cast  in  lier  first 
role  in  1913  tbLidemol- 
M'lle  Eteliikn),  but  it  was  an 
■ niiaitement  at  the  FOlles  Ber- 
■li-re  m l9l.i  Umt  launched 
liiT.  She  bt>g.in  as  a wulk-on 
m v.irMiis  ivitriotic  tableaux. 
l<m  wlirn  one  of  the  show’s 
-lai's.  ,1  singer  called  Hilda 
Ma-..  .irriveU  drunk,  Denise 
iih'k  her  place  and  gaw  such 
1 r-pirited  impersonation  of 
h'-r^  that  she  w.is  gix'en  the 

Shi-  slarnnl  in  the  next 
ivviii*.  L.i  P.'irisienno. 
'.rhirh  iiK’luded  sct'ues  with 


such  enigmatic  titles  as  A 
New  Adventure  Of  The  Mona 
Lisa.  The  Triumph  Of  French 
Industry  and  The  Revue  Fac- 
tory. After  being  spotted  by 
the  singer/composer  Saint- 
Granier.  she  was  given  a solo 
spot  at  the  cabaret  La  Pied 
Qul  Chante. 

Throughout  the  1920s  and 
1930s,  Grey  played  on  the 
stage  in  Paris  and  in  films  in- 
cluding Les  Bleus  De  I'Amour 
and  Adieu,  Leonard.  But  her 
greatest  successes  came  later 
in  life.  After  the  occupation 


Denise  Grey . . . sparicUng 


she  was  a member  of  the  com- 
pany at  the  Comedie  Ftun- 
caise.  together  with  such 
great  figures  as  Marie  Bell, 
Madeleine  Renaud  and  Jean- 
Louis  Barrault  specialising 
in  roles  such  as  Dorinne  in 
Tartuffe  — she  claimed  it  was 
her  ability  to  qieak  with  an 
authentic  Nonnandy  accent 
that  made  her  a success.  She 
aiso  appeared  in  one  of  the 
most  successfol  FTendi  filtnq 
of  die  late  19405.  Claude  Au- 
tant-Lara’s  Le  Diable  Au 
Cerps  (Devil  In  The  Flesh). 

In  1950  Grey  played  the 
mother  in  Geotge  And  Marga- 
ret The  critic  JeaitJacques 
Gautier  wrote:  “As  for  Denise 
Grey  in  die  dizzy  role  of  the 
mother,  she  brings  a breath  of 
life,  she  sparkles,  she  bubbles, 
she  preens,  she  makes  one 
laugh  until  the  tears  come." 

Grey  continued  acting  until 
1991  and  among  her  later  suc- 
cesses were  Harold  Et  Maude 
and  Claude  pinoteau’s  The 
Pa^.  in  which  she  pla^  So- 
phie Marceau's  grandmother. 
She  co-starred  with  her 
daughter.  Susanna  Grey,  and 
her  great-grand-dau^ter  in  a 
revival  at  Arsenic  And  Old 
Lace.  Her  last  play  was  Rob- 
ert Lamoureus's  La  Soupimre. 

“I  love  Ufo,  I am  very  happy 
that  God  has  let  me  stay 
awhile  on  earth,”  she  said  tn 
1991.  “I'm  going  to  rest  going 
to  my  little  seaside  house." 


Patrick  O’Conner 


Denise  Grey  {Edouardine 
Verthuy),  actress,  bom  Septem- 
ber 17.  1896;  died  January  13, 
1996 


RayMcIntire 


Cups  of  plenty 


SIXTY  TWO  years 
ago,  the  American 
chemical  engineer 
Ray  McIntiFe,  who 
has  died  aged  77,  changed  the 
habits  of  the  world  through 
the  accidental  invention  of 
rigid  polystyrene-foamed 
plastic  in  the  laboratories  of 
the  Dow' Chemical  Company. 
His  discovery,  patented  by 
Dow  in  1944  and  marketed 
under  the  trade  name  Styro- 
foam, is  one  of  the  century’s 
outstanding  examples  of  sci- 
entific serendipity. 

Driven  by  the  shortage  of 
natural  latex  during  the 
second  world  war,  Qie  Dow 
laboratory  was  investigate 
the  synthesis  of  rubber-like 
polymers  with  the  aim  of  de- 
veloping a good  flexible  insu- 
lator. Meintire  maiia  a mix- 
ture of  styrene  and  isobutene 
(isobutylene)  which  he 
thought  would  polymerise 
under  pressure  to  produce  a 
solid  but  flexible  material. 

There  turned  out  to  be 
more  isobutene  in  the  mix 
than  was  needed  for  polymer- 
isation. As  pressure  was 
released  in  his  benebtop 
reactor,  tiie  excess  isobutene 
vapourised  as  tiny  bubbles 
throughout  the  mixture,  act- 
ing as  what  is  now  known  as 
a “blowing  agent”  to  produce 
a rigid  and  extremely  Light- 


we^t  foam  that  was  about 
30  times  the  expected  volume 
of  polymer.  'Die  material  was 
stable,  inert,  relatively  cheap 
and  an  extremely  good  'ther- 
mal insulator. 

' vntihiD  a fow  years,  under 
foe  Dow  patent,  it  carved  Ottt 
a worldwide  niche  as  a new 
kind  of  building  insulator.  As 
special  moulding  and  form- 
ii^  techniques  were  devel- 
oped, expand  polystyrene 
appeared  in  a host  of  forms, 
team  packaging  and  spray  in- 
sulation to  the  ubiq^uitous 
ofidee  coffee  beaker  — all  of 
them  direct  descendants  of 
Meintire's  discovery. 


Although  the  pat- 
ent ran  out  in  the 
late  1950s,  and  many 
other  I^ge  plastics 
companies  produced  their 
own  foams,  by  1995  Dow 
alone  had  22  major  plants 
forou^out  the  world  manu- 
facturing foam  materials 
based  on  Meintire’s  discov- 
ery. The  qiiintessaice  of  a 
quietly  dedicated  company 
man,  he  received  no  direct 
reward  for  his  discovery, 
continuing  to  work  for  Dow 
at  an  increasingly  senior 
level  until  be  retired  in  1981, 
having  worked  his  entire 
career  at  the  chemical  com- 
pany. He  directed  research 


on  fibres  at  foe  Dow  plant  at 
James  River,  Virginia,  from 
1997  to  196^'  returning  to 
Midi^iaD  as  dtrector  of  tech- 
nolc^.  a role  in  which  he 
was  conemned  with  protec- 
tion of  innovations  and  the 
aquisition  of  patents  and 
licences. 

However,  in  spite  of  this 
apparent  total  dedication  to 
science  and  technology, 
Meintire  bad  an  unexpected 
breadth  of  interests  and  tal- 
ents. He  was  a great  walker,  a 
great  readm*.  a student  of  his- 
tory and  a gifted  singer.  For 
many  years  he  was  a member 
of  the  Dow  cbonis,  a choir  as 
well-known  in  America  for 
its  public  concerts  as.  for  ex- 
ample. the  Black  Dyke  Mills 
brass  band  is  in  Britain. 

Ray  Meintire  was  bom  in 
Gardner,  Kansas,  and  gradu- 
ated from  the  University  of 
Kanaag  jn  194Q  with  a science 
degree  and  engineering  hon- 
ours. He  joizied  Dow  from 
university  and  settled  in 
Midland.  Michigan.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife  and  by  a 
saa,  a dangler  and  four 
grandchildren. 


Anthony  Tucker 


Ray  Mdntire,  chemical  engi- 
neer, bom  August  24, 1918;  died 
February  2. 1996 


A TEASE,  a humanist,  a 
setu^at,  a curio-  — 
these  were  chi£f  as- 
pects of  Giles  Piayfolr. 
the  writer,  who  has  djed  aged 
85.  ^ was  my  and  my  wife’s 
closest  friend,  ever  since  we 
him  in  1943  when;  we 
were  membefs  of  a small  New 
York  group  interested,  in 

foeafre  history. 

Giles,  who  had  already  pub- 
lished his  bz<KE«qiliy  at  Ed- 
mimd  Kean,'axia  who  was  in  a 
wartime  British  government 
job  in  Manbattan,  w^  invited 
to  a meeting  of  the  group  with 
his  then  Carol  Snbse> 
quently.  foe  Playfairs  asked 
^ groiq?  to  foeir  Connecti- 
cut home  for  an  aftmioon, 
and  not  long  after,  invited  my 
wife  and  I by  ourselves. 

As  soon  as  foe  four  of  us 
were  alone  tc^eftaier,  we  dis- 
coveted  how  much  we  all 
loathed  foe  otbo:  members. 
My  wife  and  1 had’  been  in- 
vited for  foe  weekend:  we 
stayed  three  weeks. 

We  read  other  books  that 
Giles  had  published:  Singa- 
pore Goes  Off  The  Air,  about 
his  experiaces  with  the  Ma- 
layan Broadcasting  Corpora- 
tion. curtailed  in  1942  by  the 
Japanese  army's  arrival  and 
his  first  book,  written  When 
he  was  26.  My  Father's  Son, 
which  was  bis  autobiographi- 
cal approach  to  voting  about 
Tiia  late  fetber,  t'hfl  distin- 
guished actor  and  director, 
Nigel  Playfair. 

When  the  second  world  war 
ended,  Giles  began  a.  criss- 
cross life,  both  as  to  place  and 
vocation.  Ite  Uvdd  in  Lemdon. 
then  in  the  US,  then  back  in 
London.  He  broadcast  a great 
deal  for  the  BBC  Third  Pro- 
gramme and.  In  foe  early 
1950s,  he  was,  for  a ' short 

tiniB,  Tnanagar  Qf  Uie.  Royal 

Conrtiheatre  in  London-  He 
tau^t  drama  in  Anterica, 
and  pnblished  another  biogra- 
iriiy  — • of  foe  l9fo-oent^ 
theatre  ptaenbmeDon  Master 
Betty.  He  and  Carol  divorced 
and  later  he  married  Ann, 
aho  became  the  mother  at 
Piers  and  Sandbia. 

At  about  this  time  he  em- 
barked on  what  was  probably 
his  major  work,  a series  of 
five  books  on  peholo^  and 
societal  standards.  Two  of 
them  were  co-written  with 
Derick  Sington,  an  old 
Oxford  chmn.  Giles  had  prs^ 
tised  briefly  as  a bariister  in 
the  1930s,  and  that  experi- 
ence had  convinced  him  of 
the  barbarity  and  useless- 
ness of  punishment  and 
prison.  It  can't  be  said  that 
his  work  much  altered  the 
system,  but  Pm  told  that  such 
books  as  The  Offenders  and 


Birthdays 


Gfllian  Wawkia^  director,  Car- 
n^e  Inquiry  into  the  Third 
Age.  63;  Caroline  Bingfoam, 
author,  58;  David  BrUhty. 
ambassador  to  Spain,  57; 
Dora  Bryan,  actress.'  7^  Ju- 
liette Grteo,  actress  and 
singer.  69;  The  Earl  of 
Harewood,  chairman. 
Rngiish  National  Opera.  73; 
Gareth  Hunt,  actor,  S3:  Ian 
Jack,  editor,  Granta,  51; 
Peter  Jay,  economics  and 
business  editor,  BBC,  S9;  Sir 
John  Leahy,  chairman.  Lon- 
rho,  68;  Sammy  Lee.  foot- 
baller. 37;  Dr  Barbara 
McGibbon,  pathologist,  68: 
Sir  Geoff  Mnlcahy,  chair- 
man. Blingflsher,  54;  Sir 
Phifip  toemier  HM  In- 

Qiector  of  Constabulary,  65; 
David  Park,  author,  43: 
Brian  Patten,  poet.  50;  Dave 
Shepherd,  jas  clarinetist,  67. 


The  Punitive  Obsession  are 
still  well-regarded  in  the 

As  a social  being,  Giles  bad 
two  principal  modes.  One 
was  teasing:  dry  rsferenees 
to  others’  past  fumbles  and 
digs  at  foibles,  running  ga^. 
None  of  these  can  really  be 
explained  without  sounding 
cute.  Whenever  we  parted 
we  always  said  “Cheeiy-bye” 
to  ^ch  other,  having  adopted 
it  from  a particularly  twerpy 
character  in  Evelyn  Wau^- 
Teasings  and  recurring  jokes 
were  his  way  of  expr^sing 
affection  wittout  syrup- 

GQs  other  mode  was  intelli- 
gence. Possibly  his  powers  of 
Intellectual  dissection,  of  co- 
gent response,  bad  been  sbai> 
pened  by  his  legal  training; 
in  any  case  he  had  an  awe- 
some, qoiet  ability  to  get  to 
the  intellectual  heart  of- 
♦Tiiwgfi 


Largely  influenced 
by  his  fether’s  example 
— and  Giles  was  his 
father’s  son  to  the  end 
of  his  own  life  — he  saw 
through  the  specious.  In  art. 
in  pc11tic«.  in  behaviour,  be 
was  impatient  with  the  taw- 
c^.  He  knew  that  in  a world 
where  sleaze  was  metamor- 
phosing into  an  ethos,  he  was 
becoming  old-fashioned,  but 
he  didn’t  feel  heroic  about  it. 
He  simply  existed  in  his 
nature. 

The  last  20  years  of  his  life 
were  a chronicle  of  slow, 
physical  decline.  He  suffered 
several  strokes.  The  one 
irony  in  hte  decline  was  that 
a man  wfao  spoke  the  most 
beautiful  English  I have  ever 
heard  became  hesitant  in  his 

. Giles  would  have  liked,  in 
his  obituary,  a line  from  Ber- 
nard Shaw,  whom  we  both 
revered.  Here  is  what  Shaw 
said  about  William  Morris: 
“You  can  lose  a man  like  that 
by  your  own  death,  but  not 
t^his,” 


Stanley  Kauffman 


Giles  William  Playfair,  writer, 
bom  September  27,  1910;  died 
January  17, 1996 


Death  Notices 


NAISH.  Jawar.  On  «h  OT  Febnar> 

•Bad  71.  pMMltim  dear  « UM0  Illness. 
Dear  huiliand  o(  Sephanla  and  MMr  ct 


Jaraiy  and  Tim.  Maallhg  at  friands  meatlng 
house  Hotafiald,  2D0  Gloucester  Hoad, 


Bristol  M a.ta  on  TbuiBdar  the  6th  o(  Feb- 
mery  DonaUona  pleaM  to  Stem  CoU 
Research  Fund.  c>-0  Doctor  j.Rowas. 
SotAmead  Hospital.  BStO  sm. 


WRAY,  SaWs  AnosL  Mich  hwad  wifa  at 
Raul  Tnam  and  moOMr  ql  Graham.  Laur- 
aneascid  Hola 

Fsbnmry  1096.  Enquiries  ID  |4r  Allon  On 


land,  nad  paacefuOy  on  2rd  o( 
■rv  1696.  Enquiries  ID  Mr  . 

01961  SS469BL  Generous  donobona  please 


n>  Sl  Mtchael's  Hosplca.  HarTagaia  Thank 
>«*• 


Anniversaries 


IRWIN  - ABBOTT.  Waddng.  on  aid 

Fefanevy  1946,  Liaid.  John  Irailn,  R.a  ID 


lAae  Jm  CricMHi  CuUtt  Abbott  at  All 
Saints  enmh.  Chaadia  Hulme,  Cheahsa 


Now  at  Rad  Lyndh  TIMiore.  Peteralield, 
Hampshire. 

■To  placa  your  amomeement  ulaphont 
0171  611  BOBO 


DOYOueawE 

MIKAFIBI 

DEATH? 

da  KMhqr  lesewch  nvec 
ivee.SoilolegMiBS. 


NATIONAL 


CJica/ 


RESEARCH  FUNO- 


3 Anhen  Coart,  Blakeley  ■ 
Bead  Nivteigdbn, 
CemluUgeelmePElBeXG 
TOephene  01490  4Sd32B, 
RBSMaratf  CDan^  Ma  SSaaa; 
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flares 


Part^  of  die  ways  . . . 
redr^  (^ef  ezecntive 
Cedric  Brown  (front)  and 
BG  «hninwa«  Richard 
Giordano  ponder  a 
rapidly  fthangnig 
industry  moroGRAn^ 

KEVIN  LAMARQUE 


Gas  split  fails  to  quell  row 


Chris  Barrie  and 
Simon  Beavis 


OIL  prodncers  last 
ni^t  liMsHpii  Brit- 
ish Gas’s  hopes 
diat  its  radical  de- 
merger could 
resolve  a costly  row  with  the 
oU  industry  over  £40  billion  of 
gas  contracts  by  declaring 
they  were  in  no  mood  to  back 
down  and  help  bail  out  the 
privatised  group. 

The  plans  to  split  the  com- 
pany into  two  independent 
and  separately  quoted  cmni»' 
nies  were  adopted  after  Brit- 
ish Gas  directms  decided  to 
give  up  their  fight  to  keep  the 
cmnpany  a single  entity  — a 
battle  which  has  been  waged 
relentlessly  since  it  was  pru 
vatised  in  1988. 

Under  the  {dans,  the  comp^ 
ny*s  £18  billion  pipdines  busi- 
ness win  be  put  into  a new 
company  TVansCo  In- 

ternational alongside  BG’s  ex- 
ploration and  production 
interests. 

Separately,  the  group's 
trading  arm  will  be  put  into  a 
new  company  called  British 
Gas  Ene^y  alm^  with  the 
group’s  disputed  takeK>r-pay 
contracts  and  its  North  and 
South  Morecambe  Bay  gas 
field  Interests.  These  have 
reserves  totalling  4.5trillion 
cubic  Ibet  — capable  of  meet- 
ing 15  per  cent  of  the  UK  mar- 
kef  s gas  needs. 

Presenting  the  jdans  — to 
have  the  two  new  businesses 
in  operation  from  spring,  1997 
and  to  seek  a stock  market 
quotation  for  both  — chair- 
TTian  Rjchaid  Giordano  said 
there  was  unlikely  to  be  an 
early  resohitioo  to  the  row 
over  a^y  gas  contracts.  "We 
could  see  the  same  situation 
thia  time  next  year." 

The  contracts  were  signed 
In  frie  late  1980s  when  British 
Gas  still  had  an  oblation  to 
supply  frie  whole  n^ket  But . 
the  rapid  inlxoduction  of  com- 


petition in  the  industrial  mar- 
ket, the  advent  of  dcHnestic 
cmnpethion  startb^  in  April 
flwrt  a simultaneous  colkqise 
in  spot  piices  for  gas  have  left 
it  saddled  with  an  excess  of 
hi^HHiced  gas. 

Enmgy  Minister.  Tim  Eg- 
gar,  last  ni^t  that  he  ex- 
pected the  two  sides  to  find  a 
way  out  cf  what  be  called  a 
“vmy  soluble  problem”. 

But,  in  an  indicatiOQ  of  the 
battle  ahead,  one  North  Sea 
operator  said  foat  it  would 
scrutinise  BG’s  flotation 
piang  to  ensure  that  they  met 
StcKdt  Exchange  regolatiraos. 

A spdkesn^  said:  “BG 
must  convinds  the  Stoii  Bs- 
change  that  the  omnpany  has 
the  wherewithal  to  float  They 
cannot  Just  float  the  company, 
let  it  drffi  and  go  bust"  He 
added  that  the  industry  ex- 
pected the  Stock  Exchange  to 
“ask  hard  questions"  of  BG. 

The  ppmpany  added  that  if 
British  Gas  Energy  was 
allowed  to  collapse  under  the 
wei^t  of  Qie  contracts,  b(Mh 
Ene^  and  TtnnsCo  Untema- 
tional  would  be  "kneedeep  in 
lawyem". 

The  (dtkhore  industry  win 
also  be  watching  for  signs 
that  British  Gas  will  rein  in 
productimi  at  its  Mmucambe 
Bay  fields.  One  executive  said 
ou^t  from  BG's  fields  was 
running  at  high  levels,  and 
that  BG  was  paying  “top  dol- 
lar" for  the  gas. 

Another  pi^ucer  said  that 
BG  was  trytog  to  overesti- 
mate the  scale  of  the  problem 
with  Its  take-oi>pay  confracts. 

A arnail  increase  zn  gas 
prices,  the  export  of  gas 
through  the  hiterconnector 
pipeline  to  the  (fontineeit  and 
sales  to  gas-fired  power 
stations  could  turn  these 
iiaMiitiaa  into  assets,  be  said. 

The  change  in  strategy  at 
British  Gas  was  welccaned  by 
the  industry  r^ulator.  Oare 
Spottiswoode,  who  said  it 
would  be  easier  to  scrutinise 
file  two  sides  of  the  company. 


Unquiet  Amencan 
in  career  trough 
of  own  making 


Profile 


Lisa  Buckingham 
and  Sknon  Beands 


IT  HAD  become  accepted 
wisdofm  in  fhe  City  that 
Cedric  Brown  would  have 
to  be  sacrificed  sooner  or 
later  but  big  shareholders 
were  beghuUng  to  suggest 
that  Dii^  (alordfflio's  teo- 
ure  as  British  Gas  chair- 
man could  be  un- 

less he  could  inject  new 
vigoor  into  fhe  group.  . 

’’People  are  asking 
whether  it  is  possible  that 
pie]  simply  can’t  cope  with 
this  ime,"  said  one  ftmd 

THttTiftger- 

Giordano  joined  British 
Gas  as  a non-executive  di- 
rector two  years  ago  and 
was  almost  immediately  in- 
stalled as  chairman 
fidlowing  the  coup  to  oust 
Robert  Evans. 

His  reputation  as  a mover 
and  Bimir*r  in  British  busi- 
ness was  carved  duEing  a 
long  stint  at  the  gases 
group,  BOC.  Giordano  ar- 
rived in  the  top  job  after 
Airco.  a US  commercial  gas 
company  be  headed,  was 
acquired  by  BOC  in  a bruis- 
ing takeover  battle  in  1978. 

Far  from  being  ousted  by 
the  acquiring  group,  the 
youthful  American  was  in- 
vited on  to  the  board  of  the 
victor  where  be  almost  im- 
mediately took  charge. 

He  has  since  bnilt  a 


strong  following  in  UK 
business.  Gashing  profiles 
over  the  years.  In  news- 
papers as  serious  as  the  fi- 
nancial Times,  have  vari- 
ously described  him  in 
terms  of  bis  Hollywood 
good  looks,  honeyed  voice 
and  piercing  intellect. 

He  is  the  youngest  son  of 
New-  York  Itahau  bnmi- 
grants  whose  ambition 
took  him  to  Harvard  and 
then  Colombia  law  school 
and  a brief  stint  with  the 
Wall  Street  law  Arm, 
Shearman  & Sterling,  be- 
fore he  leapt  into  business. 

Despite  a growing 
tbllowing  for  the  B(X)  share 
performance,  suspicion  of 
Giordano  xmnain^  during 
his  tenure  at  the  group,  fb- 
elled  by  Ms  appetite  for  b^ 
pay  pairicets.  He  was  Brit- 
ain’s first  £1  a year 

manager  and  made  fre- 
quent appearances  on  the 
pages  of  the  tabloids. 

Just  three  years  into  his 
tenure  at  BOC  the  Econo- 
mist was  pondering  how 
Giordano  could  draw  one  of 
^ highest  salaries  in  big 
business  whesi  the  retnm 
on  shareholders’  capital 
had  risen  by  just  5 per  cent, 
among  the  lowest  achieved 
by  any  large  company. 

He  ruffled  leathers  by  in- 
sisting his  salary  at  BOC  — 
and  about  half  Ms  current 
remuneration  — should  be 
paid  in  dollars  and  linked 
to  US  inflation.  And,  when 
Giordano  bas  appeared  in 
the  boardrooms  of  other 


companies  as  a nonn?xeca- 
tive  director.  M^bJy  geared 
performance  packa^  for 
executives  have  tended  to 
follow.  There  is  even  a 
phrase  for  it  in  the  City  — 
the  Giordano  Effect. 

Giordano  himsglf  — now 
divorced  with  three  grown- 
up children  — will  proba- 
bly collect  about  £7  million 
from  share  options  when  he 
finally  quits  BOC. 

It  is  a conttoversial  and 
brazenly  American  ap- 
proach to  remuneration. 
Tbe  man  with  upmarket 
properties  on  both  sides  of 
tbe  Atlantie,  with  a taste 
for  yachting  and  Bolls- 
Royces  makes  few  conces- 
sions to  the  traditional 
British  distaste  for  flam- 
boyant wealtib. 

But  ctmtroversy  erupted 
into  fury  when  Giordano 
installed  a new  remunera- 
tion scheme  at  Britlsb  Gas. 
Although  chief  eseentive 


Cedric  Brown’s  large  pay 
and  pension  Increase  was 
tbe  foens  of  shareholder 
and  public  unrest,  Giot^ 
dano  outraged  even  his 
business  peers  by  cteimiTtg 
a salary  oT  £450,000  a year 
for  what  was  nominaUy  a 
part-time  non-executive 


chainwanghlp- 

Those  misgivings  gained 
strength  as  British  Gas 
stumbled  from  cme  pnblic 
relations  shambles  to  an- 
other, alimiated  its  hoge 
customer  base,  abandoned 
its  charter  mark  and  fell 
fool  of  competition  azgu- 
ments  with  its  regolator. 

One  observer  with  intiL- 
mate  knowledge  of  the 
group  accused  Giordano  of 
"serious  errors  of  judg- 
ment" and  said;  ’’He  has 
brought  Mg  industry  tech- 
niques to  what  is  a service 
company  . . . This  bas 
caused  great  public  offence. 
It  is  sometbhtig  that  a per- 
son from  a service  industry 
background  wouldn’t  have 
done  and  is  certainly  sofoe- 
thkg  that  someone  from  a 
British  service  industry 
background  wouldn’t  have 
done." 

One  fund  manager  com- 
mented: *’  He  can  be  criti- 
cised either  for  fatiiwg  to  i 
realise  the  importance  of 
the  fixed-price  contracts  or, 
even  worse,  regarding  I 
these  as  an  issue  not  worth 
explaining  to  shareholders 
two  years  ago." 

Mistakes  had  been  made 
at  BOC  too  but  shares 
steadily  outperformed  the 
market  and  Giordano’s  rep- 
utation remained  intact. 
With  four  years  still  to  go 
before  official  retirement 
age,  he  will  be  hoping  that 
tbe  past  two  years  of  almost 
incessant  tronble  at  British 
Gas  will  be  similarly 
buried  by  tbe  breathtaking 
demexger. 

The  plan  could  not  have 
come  a moment  laterfbr  a 
man  increasingly  under 
fire.  As  one  leading  City 
banker  put  it:  “There  is  a 
big  danger  for  Giordano . . . 
He  made  a Mg  pile  of  money 
out  of  BOC,  but  the  ques- 
tion now  is  will  he  retire 
having  frdled  at  the  biggest 
Job  of  his  lifer’ 


Notebook 

Much  action,  but 
little  movement 


Edited  by 
Mark  Miiner 


A FALLING  share  price, 
£\  rising  numbers  of  com* 
# Iplaints,  public  oppro- 
brium over  boardroom  pay 
and  a looming  crisis  over 
take^ir-pay  contracts  has  put 
enormous  pressure  on  British 
Gas.  Yesterday  it  responded 
with  a quit-and-split  strategy, 
which  will  see  the  company 
divided  into  two  and  the  de- 
parhw  of  chief  executive 
Cedric  Brown. 

That  might  seem  pretty  rad- 
ical. The  reality,  however,  is 
that  tbe  changes,  in  them- 
selves. will  solve  absolutely 
nothing. 

Consider  the  problem  of  the 
take-or-pay  contracts.  The 
contracts  remain.  The  prob* 
lem  has  simply  been  foufOed 
off  into  a separate  veMcle 
from  the  profitable  bulk  of  the 
business.  Tbe  departure  of 
the  much-vilified  Mr  Brown, 
with  a modest  — by  British 
Gas  standards  — consultancy 
and  a handsome  pension  will 
not  end  spell  the  end  of  the 
era  of  ikt  cats.  There  will  al- 
ways be  those  who  will  want 
to  pay  themselves  more  than 
th^  deserve  or  even  some 
problematical  "going  rate”. 

The  efforts  of  the  Cadbury 
and  Greenbury  committees 
are  probably  more  likely  to 
bear  fruit  here  than  any  kind 
of  “to  encourage  tbe  others” 
example  which  might  be  read 
into  Mr  Brown’s  deiKutture. 
Even  their  Impact  be  be  lim- 
ited. Depressin^y.  there  are 
already  reports  that  Britain’s 
corporate  aristocracy  is  suf- 
fering from  "governance 
fatigue”. 

The  best  tiiat  can  be  said 
about  the  demerger  decision 
is  that  It  will  enable  Britlsb 
Gas  Energy  to  concentrate 
management  resources  IQOfe 
clearly  on  coping  with  liabil- 
ities of  up  to  £1.5  billion, 
stemming  from  the  take-or- 
pay  contracts,  without  having  ! 
to  worry  about  the  knock-on 
effects  on  the  TransCo 
operation. 

It  will  also  allow  tbe  man- 
agement of  TransCo  to  am- 
centrate  on  the  forthcoming 
rhflllenge  presented  by  tbe 
opening  of  the  domestic  gas 
maiket  to  competition,  in  two 
years'  time,  without  being  di- 
verted by  tbe  possible  finan- 
cial demands  oi  the  takeor- 
pay  problem. 

UMortunately  the  British 
Gas  management  record 
hardly  inspires  confidence. 
Long-suffering  shareholders 
who  have  seen  the  value  of 
toelr  investments  slump  by 
more  than  £1  to  around  £2.40 
over  the  past  two  years  might 
do  better  to  pin  their  hopes  on 
a string  of  hard  winters! 

The  Government  must  be 
feeling  a touch  uncomlbrtable 
at  the  recent  turn  of  events  at 
British  Gas,  too.  Though  it  is 
a decade  since  it  privatised 
the  company,  it  has  supported 
the  latter's  desire  (held  until 
very  recen^)  to  remain  a 
single  entity  and  tbe  de- 
merger represents  another 
departure  from  its  original  vi- 


sion of  the  way  Britain’s  ener- 
gy industry  should  develop. 

Add  to  this  the  running 
sore  of  nuclear  privatisation, 
the  rapidly  changing  owner- 
sMp  structure  of  the  electric- 
ity supply  industry  and  the 
crossed  fingers  at  the 
National  Grid  during  the  last 
cold  snap,  and  tbe  Govern- 
ment’s policy  for  energy 
haidly  looks  coherent  Don’t 
^•ou  just  love  being  in  control 


Costly  errors 

You  have  to  wonder  how 
all  those  highly  paid 
City  analysts  justify 
their  salaries.  For  months,  it 
has  been  blindin^y  clear  that 
any  manufacturer  selling  top- 
of-the-market  consumer 
goods  has  been  hit  by  the 
retail  downturn.  The  squeeze 
on  soles  of  liun^  items,  such 
as  premium  spirits,  has  been 
particularly  severe  right 
across  Europe. 

The  outlook  is  so  depressed 
that  companies  such  as  Guin- 
ness, Mbet  Hennessy  and 
Remy  Cointreau  have  already 
spelled  out  the  gloom  in  a 
series  of  public  statements. 

For  all  that,  the  City  ap- 
peared to  have  been  taken 
completely  by  surprise  when 
Allied-Domecq  yesterday 
sounded  out  a similar  warn- 
ing. Within  minutes,  the  news 
had  wiped  more  than  £145 
million  eff  the  share  price.  By 
the  end  of  trading  the  share 
price  had  recovered  some- 
what, but  was  still  8p  off  at 
506p. 

The  shake-up  highlights 
bow  easily  the  City  can  be 
Wrong-footed  by  an  announce- 
mmit  which  might  have  been 
anticipated  by  anybody  with 
even  half  an  eye  cm  industry 
trends. 

And  it  underlines  yet  ^ain 
the  need  for  a complete  re- 
think on  the  way  comiumies 
divulge  price  sensitive  infor- 
mation.  Expensive  and  time 
consuming  as  it  might  be. 
there  is  a case  for  companies 
such  as  AUied-Domecq  beiz^ 
obliead  to  make  quarterly 
trading  statements  rather 
than  saving  it  up  for  a bomb- 
shell at  the  annual  meeting. 
Clearly,  companies  can  no 
loiter  rely  on  the  trends 
beiz^  picked  up  by  highly 
paid  azialysts. 

The  market  mayhem  stem- 
ming from  the  release  of  sur^ 
prise  price-sensitive  informa- 
tion benefits  nobody  save 
speculative  traders. 


Aerial  combat 

Management  and 
unions  at  Italy’s  state- 
owned  flag  carrier  Ali- 
talia are  on  a collision  course 
over  plans  to  plug  years  cf 
losses.  Chairman  Roberto 
verso  wants  Increased  pro- 
ductivity and  job  cuts.  The 
uzuons,  whose  members  have 
taken  industrial  action  in  pro- 
test at  Mr  Riverso’s  stratHy. 
think  the  first  job  to  go 
be  his. 

Mr  Riverso  also  wants  to  be 
allowed  to  raise  fresh  capital 
but  denies  that  Alitalia  is  zie- 
gotiatizig  with  anoth^  aii> 
line.  Judging  by  the  experi- 
ence of  the  Spanish 
lossmaking  airline,  Iberia.  Mr 
Riverso  could  yet  be  making 
his  way  to  the  European  Com- 
mission headquarters  in 
Brussels.  Now  that’s  one 
flight  wMcb  won’t  be  delayed. 


Living  in  hope  of  stability 


WORKFACE/Technic^an  tells  of  industry 
in  state  of  flux.  Martyn  Halsall  reports 


yB  MATTHEWS,  a gas- 
nan  for  25  years,  has 
spent  mnch  of  his 
in  accelerating  change. 
i governor  technician, 
y covering  hundreds  of 
i week  across  one  of  the 
Erlets  DOW  (grated  by 
JO,  and  a smiior  union 
I,  he  was  looking 
o negotiating  for  stabu- 
itil  yesterday.  . 
major  hope  for  fhe 
is  tiiat  we  get  some 
t stability,"  said  tbe  42- 
Id  fother  of  twa  But  he 
: "At  the  mmneot  we 
astateofflux.'’ 
vas  also  tbe  first  to  ad- 
it’s not  going  to  settle 
But  when  settle- 
comee  he  h vi^ 
something  rarely  fourai 
5 izidust^  in  recent 


years:  job  security  and 
recruitment 

Cultural  c'hflnge  witMn  the 
company  etnee  privatisation, 
be  pointed  out,  bad  mcluded  a 
lowering  of  tbe  average  age^ 
the  workforce,  nearer  to  tbe 
midaos:  But  this  process  bad 
rawed  loz^teim  anxi- 
eties about  job  stability  and 
recruitment 

When  Mr  Matthews  entered 
the  pre-privatised  industry, 
British  Gas  was  recniitizig 
apprentices  fat  tour  yem  of 
bSnlng.  In  1983,  said  his 

union,  the  GMB,  the  eompaw 
was  taking  on  1,000  scho<^ 
leaveie  a year;  today  ^ such 
has  ended.  Diu> 
liig  tiiat  same  period,  siiice 
privatisation,  flie  total  work- 
force  hag  follm  from  97,200  to 
60,000. 


bank  sells 
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“There’s  no  compulsory 
redundancy  in  British  Gas  at 
the  nroyngn*  but  there’s  a vol- 
untary packa^  that  some 
people  have  found  attrac- 
tive," be  sai^ 

This  meant  that  the  GMB 
felt  it  would  not  have  been 
to  oicourage  yom^er 
people  Into  an  industry 
“when  people  wito  long-term 
employment  records  were  go- 
ing out  of  the  door  and  we  are 
not  exactly  sure  what  levels 
of  manpower  we  are  going  to 
require  In  the  future”,  he 
addect 

.“People  were  alreac^  con- 
cerned about  the  foture  of  the 
company  and  this  [azmounce- 
mem]  bas  opened  another 
door.  They  be  worried 
until  some  cf  the  questions 
en  answered,"  be  said.  ' 

One  serious  concern,  afim* 
yeste^y’s  news  of  the  com-' 
pony’s  reorganisatioD,  is  ti» 
potential  impact  on  pensions. 
Details  sou^t  will  embrace 
.any  possible  reorganisation 
!of  the  previous  two  pension 
schen^j  for  industrial  em- 
ployees and  for  staC 
■ "A'  lot  c£  tbe  employees  as ' 
now  shareholders  in  British 
Gas  and  obvizmsly  th^  want 
to  know  what  is  going  to  hap- 
pen with  that.” 


How  twin  burners  will  reduce  the  heat 


OirTLOOK/Spl'it  will  make  problems 
easier  to  manage,  writes  Simon  Beavis 


mnSH  Gas’s  surprise 
demerger  announce- 
ment has  tenporarily 
released  a little  pressure  from 
a crisis  which  was  baHoonlng 
so  fliaTTningiy  that  it  threat- 
ened tize  very  surrival  of  the 
privatised  group. 

Investors,  the  regulator, 

consumer  watchdogs,  staff, 
customers  and  tiie  Govem- 
mwxt  raw  a board,  beaded  by 
Biriiard  Giordano,  which  ap- 
peared to  be  sitting  on  its 
hands  contemplating  the 
chaos.  They  were  all,  in  dif- 
ferent ways,  calling,  for 

Tbe  action  came  yesterday 
with  the  decision  to  cleave 
the  company  in  two  and  to 
send  Cedric  Brown  into  igix>- 
minious  but  lucrative  exile. 

When  Britlsb  Gas  becomes 
two  companies  Transco  Inter- 
natio^  will  comprise  its' lu- 
crative pipeline  business  and 
exploration  and  pi^uction 
interests,  while  Britifo  Gas 
will  house  the  gas 
supply  business,  the  compa- 
ny’s Morecambe  Bay  gas 
fiowg  azid  £40  billion  of  con- 


troversial take-or-pay  con- 
tracts for  overpriced  gas  tbe 
company  can  no  longer  sell 

But  what  has  changed?  ITie 
2p  fell  in  the  share  price  to 
242.5P  shows  that  the  City 
thouiibt  very  little. 

The  reality  is  that  Mr  Gior- 
dano’s grand  plan  does  not 
solve  any  tH  EC's  problems,  it 
only  makes  them,  a little  eas- 
ier to  manage  — a fact  he  was 

>»ar>rt1rt  Biwngli  fftorimit 

At  the  heart  of  British  Gas's 
problems  are  the  gas  eati- 
tracts,  signed  in  the  fete  1980s 
when  BG  was  still  a mighty 
monopoly  with  an  obligation 
to  supply  the  whole  market 

Sizice  then,  competition  — 
deliberately  drummed  into 
the  market  the  Govern- 
ment and  successive  regula- 
tors — has  made  vast  inroads 
into  the  industrial  market 
Between  April  this  year  and 
1996  competitors  are  beta^ 
allowed  a run  at  the  doinestic 
market  tois  has  M BG  at 
a time  of  plunging  gas  prices 
with  too  much  gas,  at  too  hi^ 
a price  with  too  few  people  to 
sell  it  to.  It  is  desperately  try- 


ing  to  ren^Qtfeta  tbe  con- 
tracts with  the  big  oil  and  gas 
companies  having  feiled  to 
convince  the  Government 
that  consumers  should  pick 
up  at  least  part  of  tile  tab. 

While  the  contracts  were 
tied  to  tbe  entire  British  Gas 
group,  the  big  producers  felt 
able  to  hold  out  for  a good 
deal  Alter  the  dpmwYfr.  the 
link  between  contracts 

and  tbe  lucrative  pipelines 

business  (assets  worth  £18 
billion)  has  been  severed. 

Now  gas  producers  are 

dealing  with  BG  Energy  Ltd, 
a company  with  2issets  ^just 
£2.6  billion,  more  than  £2 
billion  of  which  probably 
relates  to  the  Morecambe 
fields,  and  now  Ifebilities  esti- 
mated loosely  at  over  £1.5 
billion. 

This  is  not  a financially  ro- 
bust cmnpany.  The  hope  in 

[The  big  split 

The  proposed  demerger  would  create 
two  Independent  companies 

British  Gas  Energy 
0 Supi^  business 
0 Swriee  and 

TransCo 

bitemational 

0 Pipeline  business 

retail  business 

0 Exploration  and 
production  business 

0 Accord  teiergy 
business 

0 Power  generaticHi, 
global  and  other 

0 Morecambe  Bay 

group  business 

gas  fields 

0 Long  term  gas 

contract  liabDIUes 

Staffs  22,000 

'£  i;?  "ss,  .i'!-'.  ’T 

BG  is  that  the  producers  will 
change  tiieir  tune,  once  they 
realise  that  without  a deal  the 
new  company  will  founder 
and  they  may  get  nothing. 

Tt  was  a clever  wheeze  to 
throw  in  the  Morecambe  B^ 
assets  without  putting  a value 
on  them.  The  alternative  — a 
cash  izzjection  — would  have 
placed  a more  precise  value 
on  the  liabilities. 

Transco  international  looks 
like  a steady  earner  built 
around  the  natural  monopoly 

tbe  national  pipe^e  sys- 
tem provtoed  it  gets  through  a 
forthemning  r^ofetory  price 
review  without  going  to  the 
MMC.  Both  cnmpgpij^ 
quoted  if  all  goes  to  pfeiL  Both 
could  eventually  be  takeover 
targets. 

The  big  question  is  why  BG 
has  suddenly  been  cemverted 
to  the  idea  demerger.  Since 
before  privatisation  in  1986  it 
has  argued  that  it  should  be 
kept  intact.  In  1993  the  MMC 
called  for  its  break-up  but  the 
Government  backed  the 
company. 

Siiu»  arriving  in  1994  and 
until  now,  Mr  Glordaix)  has 
shown  little  enthusiasm  to 
change  the  line.  Hardly  daft 
footwork  by  a well-paid 
board. 
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Paner  chase  . Chairman  Ramsay  Hampton  and  chief  execative  Alan  McEendrick  of  Aylesfbrd  Newsprint  mm  mage  among  500  tons  of  ns^  paper,  ‘oar  urban  fonsT , at  Europe’s 

bx^sthl>tecbrec>'cling  mill  in  Kent,  which  takes  in  9,000  tons  of  used  newsprint  a week  PHoroeRAPKsmiMMireoiDSTBN 


SIB  investigates  copper  price-rigging 


Paul  Murphy  and 
Patrick  Donovan 


The  securities  and 
In\-estment  Board,  the 
City’s  premier  watch- 
dog. has  launched  a 
full-scale  inquiry  into  copper 
dealings  in  London,  in  the 
wake  of  allegations  that  the 
price  of  the  metal  is  being  ma- 
nipulated, according  to  mar- 
ket sources. 

Direct  intervention  by  the 
SIB  is  highly  unusual,  since 
under  normal  circumstances 
the  watchdog  subcontracts  its 
powers  of  investigation  and 
regulation  to  one  of  the  Cit}*’s  , 
seif-Fegulatory  organisations  ' 


News  in  brief 


I — in  the  case  of  the  coj^r 
market,  the  Securities  and 
' Futures  Association  and  the , 
I London  Metal  Exchange. 

Its  action  indicates  that 
either  the  S3  believes  ttie 
market’s  usual  regulators  are  , 
incompetent  or  that  the  SFA  i 
and/or  the  LME  require  fii]> 
ther  powers  to  conduct  their , 
inquiries. 

Such  powers  include  the ! 
threat  of  up  to  six  months  in ! 
prison  ibr  maricet  partici- 
pants trim  fhil  to  produce  iu- 
fbrmation  or  documents  de- 
manded of  them. 

Neither  the  S3  nor  the 
LME  had  any  comment  on  Qie 
mattet  ye^rday.  Ibe  move 
comes  amid  mounting  specu- 


lation ammg  copper  traders 
that  a '’squeese”  been  cre- 
ated in  the  maxicet  — driving 
the  ^t  price  cc^^r  (for 
immediate  delivery),  bomnd 
the  three-month  future  price, 
triggering  an  arttOcial  surge 
in  prices. 

’The  head  of  one  leading 
metals  broker  confirmed  that 
the  LME  had  conducted  a de- 
tailed examination  of  recent 
copper  trades,  but  he  believes 
the  LME  found  no  eridence  of 
price  manipulation.  Inquiries 
have  also  been  conducted  by 
the  US  maitet  watchdog,  die 
Commodity  Futures  Trading 
Commission  in  Washington, 
acting  on  complaints  by  US 
firms  who  trade  in  London. 


Several  brokers  are  tfaou^ 
to  have  been  contacted  by  the 
8JB.  Its  probe  into  price  ma- 
nipulation comes  after  a 
s^es  of  scandals  vdiich  have 
rodced  the  metals  market  in- 
cluding the  recent  Codelco  af- 
&lr,  where  the  Chilean  group 
lost  more  tiian  £130  million  in 
speculative  copper  trading. ' 

In  the  summer  of  1993  an 
investigation  Into  manipula- 
tion of  die  copper  price  led  to 
one  o(  the  market's  most 
respected  members,  Credit 
Lyonnais  Rouse,  making  a do- 
nation of  £100,000  to  the 
LME's  costs. 

A row  over  another  series 
of  trades  between  several 
liondon  brokers 'and  the  Chi- 


, Mines  group  calls 
Lloyd’s  heads  for  jp  administrators 


three-year  profits 

LLOYD’S  of  London,  which  announces  its  results  three  years  in 
arrears,  is  on  target  to  unveil  profits  fbr  the  years  1993, 1994  and 
1995 aRer  a string  of  record  losses,  according  to  market  adviser 
Indemnity  Insurance  Services,  ns  forecasts  a profit  of  £971 
million  for  the  insurance  market  for  1933.  which  wUl  be  an- 
nounced thisspring  and  would  be  the  market’sflrst  since  1987. 
£1  bUlion  for  1994  and  £835  millioa  for  1995. 

DS  said  ina  statement  that  its  estimates  do  not  take  into 
account  .*m>'  expenses  incurred  by  the  Names — the  market's 
backers — and  any  potential  special  levy  that  may  be  called  by 
Lloyd's  to  bolster  its  central  guarantee  fund.  nS  is  adviser  to 
Euclidian,  a Uoj’d's  investment  company,  and  to  stop  loss 
insurer  Integer.  — Reuter 


GMTV  turns  the  corner 

GMT\'.  the  rr\'  hreakro.<t  station,  announced  its  fust  profits 
yesteniiy  after  thnx.'  yrors  oflosses.  Managing  director  Christo- 
pher Stodd.m  .viid  the  £i  mlUton  iqjemting  profit  wns  achie\'«d 
with  the  lielpctf  £4  million  from  the  Ciunnei  4 funding  formula. 
GMT\*.  m winch  the  Guardian  Media  Group  has  a IS  i^r  cent 
St  ike.  had  lop,iy  £i8  null  inn  tothcTn?.isuiy.  .'\fl%'ertising  revenue 
menMsed  by  a per  ceni  lo  ifin  million  in  1995. 

Mr  Slodri.art  said;  “The  iiarruwnes.<;  ofthe  profit  margin  shows 
the  imiiortance  to  GMTV  of  the  Channel  4 transfer.  Any  reductiem 
. would  tend  to  be  at  tlie  e.vpen.se  of  programme  expe^tiuv.'' 
GMT\’  msisted  the  fnrmub  was  ;m  integnil  part  ofthe  licence 
hlddin):nrrnngementslnl99i.  — AndrewCiUf 


Car  traffic  boosts  tunnel 

ECROTL'NN'CL.  (he  flnanrinUy  bi'Iea;aiem(  .Anglo-FYunch  Chan- 
nrl  tunnri  oivmtiw.  Sitid  its  pos-senger  car  tmflic  more  than 
dnubled  in  .l.tnuary.  cnmiiaml  with  n yo.ir  fu.’o.  Euratunners  Le 
Shiinh'tnnsii  •ier\’in'h;uii11ed9it.97l  cars  last  month,  against 
41^  :n  la-.v*.  acwnlini;  In  fitmrir,  Issuuii  in  I\iris  yesterday.  A 

tot'd  ^svngir  cars  iLsed  thi*  service  bst  year. 

Euruiunnelsiibl  inasbiionvTnr.  “IX*spite  tliesircmgscasiinal 
f.il!  m trifllc  in  ihe  month  of  J.-inu:iry.  Eumtunnel  recorded  a very 
gi-hul  si'\  ri  III  li  ’unsi  tnittk:  m liu*  Rrst  nKinth  i.if  iPPti.  with  nearly 
! W UV  vf  hicl'.'^  tnirjparttil.  of  which  9i».9Tl  wvrvrors."  Itainw  to 
mn^vivi’tiii-niiver  in  HWliy  mnn*  thiin  oUperceni.  — Reuter 


Chambers  appointment 

LAN  PETEKS  lh  Tii  b)*rome  deputy'  rt  Irector-genernl  ofthe  Britisli 
(7hamlH*rs  of  Commerce.  ilK>'jno,ijniViin'ung  smidk-r  firms'  b^y.  it 
Wiis.innounci'iltLsi  night  Dr  Peters  w.asfonuerlvrLSponsibb>for 
policy  on  siaill  and  mediiun  sired  films  at  the  Confederation 
Bnt  ish  induiiuy.  The  CBi  has  ii'ci.’ntly  iw.ampod  its  services  to 
snu}ii>ri.'uniiviniL's  in.inellort  (obise  its  inugea.s  the  voice  of  big 
huMnev-  .inci  Dr  Mer,'  .ippointment  is  sttm  ns  heralding  stron- 
gLT  1 1nks  brtw  wn  the  two  or;:an  isat  Ions — .'uid  perhaps  bringing 
closer. 1 mcrgiT.  — 11Vm»u 

Sabena  hit  by  strike 

P.AS!»ENGEKS  at  Brussels  a u*port  fLiced  renewed  chaos  s'esterday 
aRor  stuff  at  BelgLin  lution.'il.iirlineS.'ibena  a one-day  shake, 

Khuttmgdown  thpcarrier'snigltts  tn:uid  from  the  capital.  Other 
,isrlines  were  abk*  to  operab<  IliriUs.  nitliourii  baggage  handling 
was  dela>^.  Sabena  already  sufTered  n number  of  oneday 

s&'ilu.'s  over  maa*iR(>tni.mt  pLias  to  freeze  w.'iipTs.  raise  wtniilng 
hours  and  bring  in  more  stall nextbilit)'.  Theairline  says  tte  steps 
are  neee<»ary  to  ^nir  growth  and  create  jobs.  — R.'utcr 


Cancer  drugs  firm  sold 

MEI>E  VA.  the  UK'sfourtb-biggest  drugmakcr,  hus  sold  its  Ger- 
man subsidiary  Ribosephurm  to  the  German  UTOup  Klin^ 
Pharma  for  E53.8  mill  ion  us  part  of  its  plan  to  ^ us  involvement 
inn  cancer  tivatmrnt.  MedexTi  purchased  Ribos^hann  in  M^'  1993 
to  complement  its  own  rai^  of  respiratory  and  hj'peraccivity 
ir&ioncnts.  Ribosq^tnrm  mnritets  a range  oTbranded  oncol^' 
ixoduris  in  Germany,  but  Medeva  said  It  has  found  it  difOcuIt  to 
ecjdoit  them  throurii  its  international  operations.  — Tony  May 

BA  chief  attacks  managers 

BRITISH  Airways  was  t'riticisod  by  its  own  chatf  executh'e.  Bob 
Aybng  yesterday  for  st  lll  bearing  too  many  attributes  of  a 
naticnaUsed  indii&tiv  nine  years  after  pnvisation.  Mr  Ayllng. 
who  took  o\*er  running  the  company'  lost  month  and  has  already 
reduced  the  number  of  senior  numogersfrom  25  to  11.  said  that 
some  managers  were  doing  \’eni'  littieworit.  Mr.A^’linstolda 
meetiogof  shareholders  and  key  staff  that  there  was  a need  for 
“slimmer,  sharper  management”.  — Kdth  Harper 


as  rescue  fails 


Ian  King 

UP  TO  1,500  jobs  are 
under  threat  after  Coal 
Investments,  Britain’s 
second  biggest  coal  mining 
groifo,  caU^  in  administra- 
tors yesterday. 

The  group,  headed  by'  for- 
mer British  Coal  commeroial 
director  Malcolm  Edwards, 
made  the  move  after  an  at- 
tempt to  cobble  together  a 
bankers’  rescue  package 
collapsed. 

The  bankers,  led  by 
NatWest  and  including  Unioa 
Bank  a[  Switzerland  ai^  Ban- 
que  Indosuez.  disagreed  over 
the  terms  of  tbe  fBnuUiOD 
package,  which  was  requested 
after  Cl  used  up  its  existing 
£30  million  borrowing  facility. 

Cl  has  been  suBbring  for 
some  time  from  severe  cash 
flow  problems,  which  to 
a head  in  December,  when  the 
group's  shares  were  sus- 
pended .nt  23p. 

Later  that  month,  the 
group's  miners  wilunteered  to 
cut  short  their  Christmas  holi- 
days to  dig  more  coal  and  gen- 
erate extra  cash  for  the  group, 
olUiough  that  effort  now  loi^ 
to  have  been  m vaui. 

Howew'r.  Murdoch  McKU- 
lop.  a piutner  at  administra- 
tors .Arthur  .Andersen,  in- 
sisted L*ist  night  that  Cl  would 
continue  to  trade  for  the  time 
being,  and  stressed  that  it  was 
not  in  receivership  He  added 


“We  are  reviewing  all  tiie  op- 
tions opoa  to  us.  It  is  too  eai^ 
to  say  what  strategy  we  will 
adopt  but  tbe  administration 
procedure  is  very  flexible,  and 
we  hope  we  will  be  able  to  Ond 
a way  forward." 

Meanwhile,  the  powa-  gen- 
erator National  Pow^  dis- 
closed that  it  had  been  ap- 
proached as  iiart  of  a possible 
rescue  deal  It  is  also  thou^t 
that  CTs  stakes  in  Mining 
Scotland  — which  owns  sev- 
eral of  British  Coal’s  old  Scot- 
tish pits  — w3  be  sold  as  part 
of  any  future  financial 
restructuring. 

Cl,  which  owns  pits  in  the 
Midlands.  Wales  and  York- 
shire, was  backed  by  the 
breakaway  miners'  union,  the 
UDM.  The  company  was 
formed  from  redundant  ool- 
limies  such  as  Markham  Main 
and  Silverdale,  which 
remained  after  British  Coal 
sold  its  more  lucrative  mines 
to  Britain's  bigg^  I^vate 
miner.  RJB  Mining. 

Cl,  which  was  floated  in 
1993.  suffered  a crucial  set- 
back in  December,  when  it 
failed  to  win  planning  pennis- 
sioD  for  a new.  low-cost  coal 
face  at  Barlaston. 
Staffordshire. 

.Approval  was  blocked 
when  it  was  disrkwied  that 
previous  operations  by  Brit- 
ish Coal  In  the  area  had 
caused  subsidence  at  Baiias- 
ton  Hall-  a Grade  -One  listed 
building. 


Rank  joins  with  MCA  for  very  big 
Japanese  theme  park  adventure 


Kevin  Rafferty  In  Tdeyo 

BRITAIN'S  Rank  Organi- 
sation is  to  team  up 
with  Japan’s  electronics 
group.  Matsoshita,  the 
Hollywood  film-maker. 
MCA.  and  the  city  of  Osaka 
in  a bUlion  pound  ventnre 
to  bring  Japanese  filmgoers 
face  to  face  wfth  Holly- 
wood's heroes  and  villains. 

The  Universal  Studios 
Japan  film  theme  paric.  is 
scheduled  to  open  in  £001 
in  the  country's  second 
city.  Tbe  deal  was  sisoied 
yerierday  after  years  of  ne- 
gotiations. Rank  will  tove 
a 17  per  cent  stake,  the 
same  as  MCA,  with  the  rest 
being  held  by  the  city,  of 
Osaka  andlocal  business. 

The  organteers  are  hop- 
ing to  cash  in  on  Japan’s 
entertainment  boom  which 
has  seen  more  than  ISO  mil- 
lion  people  \isiting  Tokyo's 
Disne>‘land  since  it  opened 
in  1963.  Ron  Meyer,  the 
president  of  MCA.  de- 
scribed the  venture  as  “an 
important  adt-entnre.  The 
Japanese  consumer  has  a 
wonderful  appreciation  for 
American  film,  television 
and  music'*. 


The  park's  promoters  ex- 
pect to  attract  more 
eight  million  visitors  a 
year,  bringing  in  revennes 
of  50  billion  yen  that  wUI 
soon  make  the  IGOhilUm 
yen  (£l  billion)  ventnre 
profitable. 

It  is  the  first  time  *ha* 
MCA  has  taken  the  fiiTt 
theme  outside  its  DS  base, 
where  it  has  parks  in  Holly- 
wood and  Horida.  Some 
film  executives  predict  that 
If  the  park  is  sneeessfnl, 
then  it  may  also  function  as 
afilm  studio. 

The  promoters  thtwk  that 
the  ps^  wUl  attract  visi- 
tors not  Just  from  Japan 
bat  fix>m  ali  over  Asia.  It 
will  be  linked  to  the  newly 
opened  Kansai  Interna- 
tional Airport  by  a high- 
speed water  tajd- 

For  Osaka,  the  Jurassic 
Park  dinosaurs  are  not  jnst 
idle  entertainment,  but  are 
also  part  of  a plan  to  make 
the  area  a magnet  for 
multimedia  technafogy-and 
hi-tech  information  busi- 
nesses. Its  Technoport 
Osaka  Project  has  just 
started  nearby.  Japan’s 
second  city  is  also  ambl> 
tious  to  stage  the  2008 
Olympic  Gaines. 


nese  riate  copper  agency,  Ci- 
tic  Shanghai  — vriiidi  is  said  | 
to  have  cost  the  more  i 

fban  $500miHioa  (fi^Tmili- ' 
lim)  — has  also  <wnttwnfld  to  i 
fester.  . - ' 

The  only  precedent  fin:  the  ' 
S3*s  action  in  'ttae  coigiCT 
maiket  la  an  investigation 
into  the  London  Fax  commod- 
ities maikat  five  years  ago, 
when  evidence  etnetged  that 
reported  trades  in  a new  in- 
'vestment  instnuneiit.' 
erty  futures,  were  to 

make  the  instrument  look 
more  popular  fban  it  acbially 
was.  The  managonent  of  Lon- 
don Fox  was  owhaided  as  a 
result, 

• In  a separate  case, . Win- 


diester  Commodities,  the 
highly  profitable  trading 
group  built . VQf  by  Charles 
"Coppte'fingecs'’  Vineext,  is 
due  to  hear  tod^  from  fiie 
SFA.whetiier  an  inquiry  into- 
his  firm  begun  in  the  spring 
of  1994  will  lead  to  dis^plin- 
ary  actum  over  Winchester’s 

Haaltngft  wiQl'  fUiflMti 

copper  coiiMnatii^Okleioo. 

The  SFA’e  demskn  forms 
part  cf  a compromise  readied 
between 'foe  r^olatm  and  •ttiB 
broker  after  Winchester  ap^ 
plied  last  week  for  a judicial 
reriew  of  the  SFA’s  actions, 
aigu^  that  its  tmrgoing  and 
Boamivigjy  cipe9i-end^  inves- 
tigation TTii^t  ifemage  Win- 
chester’s business. 


Hmk  Trim  In  New  York 


PROSECUTORS  have 
begun  an  investigation 
into  iriiefher  Brown  ^ 
W3iamson,  the  American 
subsidiary  cffBAT,  tri^to  hi: 
timidate  a former'  campany' 
(^dal  turned  star  witness  in 
criminal  investigatioDfi  into' 
the  tobacco  industry. 

A grand  jury  in  Washing- 
ton is  reported  to  have  issued 
a subpoena  to  John  Scanlon,  a 
publicist  who  has  idayed  a 
leading  rote  in  dforts  to- dis- 
credit JefErey  V^gand,  a fes^ 
mer  B&W  research  executive. 

Mr  Wigand,  who  has 
emoged  as  one  of  foe  most  po- 
tentidly  damaging  witnesses 
against  cigarette  makers,  ap- 
peared on  tiie  CBS  pn^ramme 
60  Minutes  on  Sunday  and 


BT  finds  new 
ally  to  attack 
Deutsche 
‘monopoly’ 


Julie  WoH  in  Bnissels 


British  Telecom  last 
night  launched  a two- 
pronged attack  on  Deutsche 
TeldGomm,  its  German  rivaL 
as  it  imped  the  stakes  in  the 
battle  fiv  foe  lucrative  Euro- 
pean market 

BT  teamed  up  with  RWE,  a 
leading  Gennan  utility,  and 
its  existing  partner,  Viag,  to 
merge  their  telecommimlca- 
tioDS  networks  in  Germany  in 
a joint  onslaught  against 
Deutsdie  Tblekomm's  'virtual 
monopoly  in  Euitve’s  bluest 
nation. 

It  also  threatened- court 
actitxi  if  die  Emtgiean  Com- 
mission fails  to  Impose 
stricter  conditions  on  foe  con- 
trovHsial  Atlas  Joint  venture 
between  Fruice  IPlecom  and 
Deutsdie  Telekomm. 

Initially  tiie  BT/RWE/Viag 
alliance  will  ofifor  service 
over  fixed  netwoiks  for  busi- 
ness and  private  customers, 
Essen-based  RWE  said  in  & 
statement  released  after  stock 
markets  closed  in  Germany 
and  the  UK.  Later  the  coiapa- 
niss  will  consider 
and  mobile  services. 

Viag  and  BT  ftemed  a Jo^ 
venture  in  Gmmany  Jiua- 
uary.  Th^  said  they  would 
each  own  37.S  per  wmt- 
BarliteT,  Lai^  Stone,  head 
<ff  regulatory  affairs  fin:  BT, 
said  the  agreement  reaifoed 
last  year  between  the  cmnmlfr' 
sion,  the  Frmch  and  Gennan 
govemmmits  and  their  tele- 
coms monopolies  faUwi  to 
safi^uard  competition  in  the 
two  countries  sufficiently. 

BT  is  concerned  that  many 
of  foe  *x***ditiftns  attached  to 
tbe  deal  only  apply  until  1998,' 
when  Europe’s  telecmns  xnar^ 
kets  are  due  to  be  folly  llber- 
alised.  But  BT  is  not  con- 
vinced there  will  inunediatBly 
be  effective  competition'  in 
Prance  and  Germany  and 
wants  stronger  guarantees  on 
fair  prices  for  network 
connection. 
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This  advertisement  is  issued  in  acoordanoe  with  the  listing  rules  of  the  London  Stock 
Exchange  Limited.  Application  has-been  made  for  the  undermentioned  .C  Shares  and 
C Tl^irants  to  be  admitted  to  the  Offirial  LisL  It  is  expected  that  dealings  in  units  . 
(each  comprising  five  C Shares  and  one  C 'Wurant)  wHl  commence  on  Friday,  8th 
Mardi.  1996,  Applicatipn  imll  be  nmde  to  the  London  Stock  JExdiange  Limited  for 
the  New  OrcUnary  Shares  and  'New  Oedinary  Wurants  arising  on  conversioii  to  be 
admitted  to  tbe  Official  List  It  is  expected  that  dealings  in  the  New  Ordinary  Shares 
and  New  Ordinary  Warrants  separately  wQI  commence  on  Monday.  29th  April.  1996. 


SCHRODER  L K GROWTH 
FL  ND  pic 


. ( Incorponaed  in  &gfmdmd1t^Uesander  ike  Companies  Aa  I98S 
■ trith  ngistaed  number  2S94077) 

■ . Offer  for  Snbscriptioii 

SponstHPed  de  Zoete  & Bevan  Limited 

of  op  to  400,00<KOM  C Glares  of  5<^  each  (with  C WankDts 

attacliedoBaooefiyfeba9is>atanissDepriceQf  snpparghar^ 
payaUe  in  fuD  on  applicatHm. 

Copies  of  foe'  Prospectus  dated  6th  February,  1996  can  be  obtained,  by  collection 
.OD^,  dating  stonnal  oflEloe  hours  for  two  bu^ess  days  from  and  includiog  7th 
Fdnvary.  1996  fzom  tlie  Company  Annotmeemenls  Office,  the  London  Stock 

Exchange  Towen  'C^el  Court  entrance  off  Bartholomew  Lane,  London  £C2. 

In  addition.  co]»es  of  tlm  Pn»pectu5  are  available  for  collection  during  normal 
business  hours  l9J0asir  Jpm  Monday  to  Friday)  up  to  and  including  1st  March, 

1996  from  ai^  of  foe-follomng: 


Schroder  Investment  Managemeni  Limited 
Senator  House 
83  Queen  'V^oda  Street 
London  EC4V  4EJ 

. Bank  of  Scotland 
.'  New  Issues 
Apex  House 

' ■ . . - PHaddingtqn  Place 

, Edinbutgh 

: / ,'EH74AL  . 


de  Zoete  & Bevan  Limited 
Ebbgaie  House 
2 Swan  Lane 
London  EC4R  3TS 

Bank  of  Scotland 
N^  Issues 
First  Floor 
' Broad  Street  House 
55  Old  Broad  Street 
London  EC2P2HL 

7th  February,  1996 
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Factory  output  fall 
{Mints  gloomiest 
picture  since  1992 


^VchanlThomss 


The  Government  ad- 
mitted yesterday  that 
growth  in  Britain’s 
manufacturing  sector 
had  come  to  a comptets  stand- 
still, after  publishing  figures 
Showing  a sharp  fall  in  fee- 
tory  output  in  December. 

Production  by  fbetories  was 
down  0.7  per  cent  in  Dec^- 
ber.  The  Central  Statistical 
Office  agreed  that  the  trend  in 
manufacturing  output  was 
now  flat  — the  gloomiest  esti- 
mate since  December  1992 
and  a counterpoint  to  Chan- 
cellor Kenneth  Clarke’s  up- 
beat predictions  of  3 per  cent 
growth  overall  this  year. 

Although  economists  said 
some  of  the  downturn  was 
caused  by  firms  meeting  de- 
mand from  excessive  stocks 
built  up  during  the  second 
half  of  last  year,  most  said  the 
unexpected  scale  of  the  down- 
turn shortened  the  odds  on 
Airther  interest  rate  ents. 

Ian  Shepherdst^  UK  econ- 
omist at  HSBC  Markets. 

“This  is  an  appalling  perfor- 
mance in  manufacturing.  If 
these  figures  don't  frighten 
the  authorities,  nothing  will." 

City  gloom  was  de^ened 
by  figures  showing  tb^  the 
weakness  in  the  manufactur- 
ing sector  was  not  a one-oS. 
Production  levels  between  Oc- 
tober and  December  were  0.2 
per  cent  lower  than  the  previ- 


ous three  months.  Mr  She- 
pherdsoQ  said  that  the  Chazh 
cellor  was  now.  likely  to  cut  i 
the  cost  of  borrowing  from ' 
the  current  level  of  6.25  per 
cent  before  the  spring. 

But  most  city  anab^ 

Mr  Clarke  was 'onUkeiy  to  act 
after  today’s  monthly  mone- 
tary meeting  with  foe  Gover- 
nor of  the  Bank  of  Rngland, 
Sddie  George.  He  is  esqpected 
to  wait  and  see  how  much  of 
the  slowdown  Is  being  driven 
by  de-stocking  before  cutting 

David  Colemam,  an  econo- 
mist at  the  Canadian  Imperial 
Bank  of  Commerce,  said  foe 
Tti^asury’s  forecast  of  3 per 
cent  GDP  growth  in  1996  was 
unlikely  to  be  met  without 
more  reductions  in  base 
rates,  “ynthoat  foem,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  see  where  the. 
recovery  will  come  frYnn.** 

The  CSO  said,  however, 
that  foe  unexpectedly  sharp 
fall  in  factory  o^ut  would 
not  eSbet  its  preliminary  esti- 
mate cf  0.4  per  cent  GDP 
growth  for  the  last  three 
months  of  1995,  because  of  a 
strong  peribrmance  in  other 
indnsbial  sectors. 

Between  November  and  De- 
cember oil  and  gas  extraction 
jum])ed  fay  4 per  cent  as  de- 
mand suiged  during  foe  pre- 
Christmas  noid  snap.  The  sup- 
ply of  electricity,  gas  and 
water  also  rose  by  6.6  per  cent 
in  the  month. 

Overall  the  CSO’s  index  of 


! productitm  rose  by  0,5  per 
cent  But  between  October 
and  December  indnsCrhd.  out- 
put was  unchanged  on  foe 
preced^  three  monfos,  and 
up  by  jurt  1.5  per  cent  on  the 
same  p«iod  in  1994. 

The  manufacturing 
element  which  wiaVp*  op  go 
per  emit  of  foe  overall  <«dPT^ 
was  just  0.4  per  omit  hitler  in 
the  last  quarter  of  foe  year 
than  in  foe  same  perl^  a 
year  before. 

Labour  seised  on  foe  CSO 
data  to  atta^  foe  Govern- 
ment’s record  of  economic 
managemenL  Shadow  lhade 
and  Industry  Secretary,  Mar- 
garet Becki^  aaid;  "These 
figures  show  foe  econo 
my  is  not  gate  m foe  Conseco 
vativas'  hands,  and  expose 
the  Tory  ebdm  to  be 
Britain  foe  *entecpriae  centre 
of  Eiutrne*  to  be  a slt^an  witik 
ontsahstance.** 

Treasury  said  that 

December’s  out-tom  did  not 
reflect  general  troidfi,  and 
pointed  to  an  encouragizig  1.9 
per  emit  rise  in  production  of 
investtnent  goods  in  foe  last 
three  months  of  1995  — cam- 
pared  to  a 1.9  per  cent  quar- 
ter-on-quarter  frn  in  non- 
durable goods  such  as  food, 
drink 

A spokesman  said:  “The 
fundamentals  remain  in 
place  for  healthy  growfo  ««d 
we  expect  manufacturing 
output  to  grow  by  2.5  per  cent 
in  1996.’’ 


Workers  pay  the  price 
as  car  industry  stalls 


The  lay-off  of  2,200  at  Jaguar  and  static 
sales  elsewhere  have  meant  a gloomy 
start  to  the  year.  Chris  Barrie  reports 


The  motor  industry  was 
plunged  Into  despon- 
dency yesterday  as  offi- 
cial figures  showed  that  car 
sales  hardly  rose  last  month 
and  Jaguar  tempormdly  laid 
off  2,200  workers  because  of 
poor  demand. 

Sales  in  January  reached 
191,761  care,  a 0.3  per  cent  rise 
on  the  same  mor^  last  year. 
Traditionally  a strong  sales 
period,  January's  lesult  left 
dealers  and  manufacturers 
^oomy  about  prospects. 

Bmle  Thoiqnon.  chief  ex- 
ecutive of  the  Society  of 
Motor  Manufacturers  and 
Traders,  said  the  outcome 
was  “haidly  the  most  encour- 
aging start  to  the  new  year." 
He  pointed  out  that  January 
1996  had  also  be»  a disap- 
pointment at  3.7  per  cent  be- 
low 1994’s  level 
The  Retail  Motor  Industry 
Federation  described  Janu- 
ary’s sales  as  “extremely  dis- 
appointing". Neil  Marehall. 
dlrectw  of  public  p(dicy,  said 
sales  to  private  buyers  had 
foUen  tv  4 per  cent 
Jaguar  said  its  decision  to 


send  its  production  line  work- 
ers home  until  Monday  was 
Tii^p  in  the  wake  of  lower- 
Qian-expected  gales  in  foe 
United  States.  Its  UK  sales 
were  also  down  last  month  by 
8 per  cent  at  1,065 
registrations. 

The  lay-ofib  afreet  all  three 
Jaguar  West  Midlands  plants 
— Browns  Lane  and  Radford,  | 
both  in  Covent^,  and  Castle 
Bromwldh  in  Birmin^iam  — 
and  mean  foe  loss  of  4V4  days' 
production,  or  900  cars.  The 
company  there  were  no 
piaTis  for  job  cuts.  Workers 
receive  80  per  cent  of  basic 
pay  during  lay-ofb. 

UK  sales  also  feU  for  Vaux- 
hall  BMW.  Nissan  and  Volvo. 
Rover  sales  were  sU^tiy  up 
at  20,776  vehicles.  Vauxhall 
blamed  industrial  actum  for 
hampering  sales  of  the  Vectra 
andAstra. 

' Ford,  foe  maxket  leader 
with  21.82  per  cent  of  the  mar- 
ket. saw  sales  foil  iv  3 per 
cent.  The  company’s 
I^ewood  car  plant  is  lik^ 
to  have  '*foe  odd  day’^  of  lay- 
offo,  an  improvement  on  the 


shut-downs  of  tiie  last  two 
monfos  whldi  have  cost  sev- 
eral thntt«in«<  ears.  Fotd 
foat  its  Southampton  foctory, 
which  makpn  Transit  vans, 
would  contlnne  to  woth  a 
foreeday  week  iwrii  the 
of  foe  month.  Production  at 

Ttegpnhain  ig  npwriiip  nnrmwl 

levels  of  1,100  cars  a day  after 
the  disriqrtion  of  foe  start-up 
of  car  pnidaction  for  Mazda. 

January’s  poor  sales 
brought  a call  fr*om  the 
National  Fianchised  Dealers 
Assodatiem  for  car  prices  to 
he  Alan  Pulham, 

association  director,  said 
manufacturers  should  cut 
wholesale  prices,  widen  foe 

pmftt  iniirging  cf  desleiS  from 

10  per  cent  and  leave  them 
fine  to  atBgr  lower  prices  to 
boost  sales. 

tfr  Polham  said  prices  in 
the  ns  were  already  to  50 
per  cent  lower  foan  in  tile  UK, 
and  the  American  industry 
was  already  respanding  to 
foiling  sales  by  contempIatiDg 
even  lower  prices.  In  the  UK 
the  manufactnime  effoctiv^ 
restricted  lower  prices  to 
large  fleet  buyers.  "It  has  now 
iea(foed  the  sta^  vfoiere  Ihe 
terms  are  notfoir  to  tiie  ocm- 
sumer,"  be  said. 

• Track  and  van  sales  in- 
creased by  1A6  pee  cent  ,tn 
January  to  2ZJ20  vehicles. 
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Alex  Brummer  in  Jerusalem  on  Israel’s  new  economic  peace  dividend 


Sell-off 
targets 
bankable 
asset 

As  PART  of  the  shift  to 
a more  liberal,  open 
economic  system,  the 
Israeli  government  has  em- 
barked on  ambitions 

privatisation. 

The  process  has  been  beset 
1^’  difficulties.  El  AL  one  of 
the  more  profitable  global 
carriers,  for  has 

long  been  seen  as  a eandt 
date  but  has  remained  in  the 
pablic  sector  because  of  con- 
cerns that  it  might  be 
tempted  to  fly  on  the  Jewish 
Sabbath  — fbriiiddea  by  rab- 
blnJcallaw. 

But  there  has  been  pro- 
gress. Companies  put  into 
the  private  sector  ineinde 
the  Shekem  Department 
stores  group,  Fartillzers  A 
Chemicals  Ltd  and  a control- 
ling stake  In  Bank  Mizrachi 
has  been  sold  also.  Last  year 
the  government  sold  off  the 
residential  development 
concern.  Bousing  & Devel- 
opment. as  well  as  Its  con- 
trolling stake  in  Israel 
Chemicals. 

In  preparation  for  fliture 
privatisations  there  have 
been  "structura]  reToms** 
in  the  telephone  company, 
Bezeq.  and  in  El  AL  Overall 
some  53.4  billion 

(£2.2  billion)  has  been  raised 
through  the  sale  of  equity 
and  debentures  and  In  1994 
the  government  was  able  to 
ftind  some  $740  million  of 
borrowing  throng  sell-Mb 
of  state  assets. 

One  of  the  most  important 
targets  is  Bank  Hapoalim. 
which  has  been  required  to 
hive  off  Its  industrial  shares 
in  preparation  for  the  sdl- 
off  but  the  controversy  has 
not  ended  foere.  The  Bank 
of  brad  has  exiaassed  con- 
cerns about  dforts  fay  two 
separate  consortia' to  boy  a 
strategic  20  ptf  cent  stake  in 
Bflnir  i^pcmlim  as  it  pre- 
pares fixr  a pnbUc  sale. 

One  includes  the  US  In- 
vestment bank.  Bear 
Steams,  whidi  could  be- 
come a powerfhl  ffwaTirfal 
force  in  Israel  if  its  bid  suc- 
ceeds. The  rival  group  In- 
cludes New  York  investment 
bankers,  Goldman  Sachs, 

US  Secretary  of  State  Warrm  Christopher  banonrs  American  Varian  Fry.  who  saved  thousands  of  Jews  from  the  Nazis,  and  finam-ii-r  Gemge  Soros, 
by  planting  a tree  at  the  Yad  Vashem  Holocaust  Memorial.  AU  over  Israd  people  were  planting  trees  to  mark  the  spring 

Sowing  the  seed  of  growth 
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The  us  Secretary  of 
State,  Warren  Chris- 
tojdier,  took  time  out  i 
from  his  Syrian 
peace  shuttle  this 
week,  to  join  250,000  Israelis 
In  pkiTitiTig  seedlings  to  maik 
the  new  year  for  frees,  the  tra- 

riitianaT  iwwmnny  hgralrimg 

the  spring  and  IstmI's  trans- 
formaticn  from  ar^  desert  to 
a land  lush  with  orange 
graves  and  ahnond  tzeee. 

At  tiuB  year’s  planting  cere- 
monies Isrodl  and  Palestin- 
ian children  cultivated  the 
trees  together  as  “a  true  sym- 
bol peace." 

In  many  wai^  however,  foe 
tree  plazitting  in  foe  Israel  cf 
tiie  mid-1990s  Is  an  anachro- 
nism. Ahhoogh  the  delicate 
blossom  of  the  almond  trees  is 
at  its  pMk  in  the  parks  sur- 
roundkig  foe  Knesset  and 
government  buildings,  the 
true  symbeds  of  the  z»w  Israel 
are  ^ giant  cranes  over  the 
Judean  hills,  and  the  relent- 
less  ri^thms  of  foe  bulldozers 
clearing  terraces  in  the  rocks 
tor  new  roads,  housing  and 
hi-tech  tndustrial  parks. 

brad's  soul  may  stiD  be 
tonnented  by  last  year's  ass- 
assination d Prime  Minister 
Yitzhak  Rabin,  but  the 
nation’s  economic  self-confi- 
d«aiee  and  enonnous  energy 
remains  unaffocted.  Strength- 
ened mteroationaliy  by  the 
lecognitum  the  peace  process 
has  brought,  Isrt^  is  emerg- 
ing as  the  “tiger”  economy  A 
tiie  Middle-East 
The  take-off  of  the  eemomy, 
in  particular  the  opening  of 
trade  relations  with  a host  of 
countries  including  the  new 
industrialised  economies  of 
foe  Far  East,  is  laxgely  attrib- 
tited  to  the  pea^  jxocess. 
"Because  of  pnittirai  change. 
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outside  investment  in  Israel 
has  picked  up  strofngly,"  foe 
Finance  Minister  Avraham 
Shochat  said  in  an  interview. 
“The  rlA  foctor  of  Investlzig 
in  forael  has  come  down." 

Most  of  tiie  benefit  so  for 
has  come  feem  tiie  inward  in- 
vestment of  multinational 
companies  in  Europe  and 
Japan  which  were  reluctant 
to  do  business  with  Israel 
while  it  occupied  Arab  lands 
and  when  the  most  nxmnon 
tmages  were  dashes  between 
tiie  Israeli  detenee  forces  and 
Palestinian  youtiis. 

Now  Israel  has  tiw  opportu- 
nity to  take  advantage  o£  new 
trading  relationships  and  to 
Improve  what  Mr  Shochat 
calls  its  "direct  connections’’ 
with  its  neighbours,  most  no- , 
tably  Jordan.  Eg^  and  foe  ' 
emergzQg  Palestinian  state.  I 

The  loss  of  "pariah"  status, 
and  the  absorption  (with  foe 
aid  of  US  loan  guarantees)  of 
up  to  hal^a-million  immi- 
grants from  the  fonner  Soviet 
Union,  has  contributed  to  a 
period  of  unprecedented 
growth  for  the  Jewish  state. 

It  has  been  better  able  to 
accommodate  these  changes 
because  of  a re-order^  of  its 
own  financial  priorities. . In 
keeping  with  ^obal  economic 
developments  Israel  has  ex- 
tended its  range  of  free  trade 
agreements  with  the  US,  Can- 
ada and  the  Europe^  Union; 
brought  down  tariff  levels: 
liberalised  capital  markets 
and  moved  to  reduce  subsi- 
dies and  deregulate  tbe  econo- 
my.  Modi  of  tills  would  have 
been  anathema  to  previous 
Labour  governments,  which 
believed  passionately  in  a 
more  centralised,  socialist 
state  with  trade  unions  efrjoy- 
ing  extraordinary  privil^es. 


Last  year  growtii  in  Israel 
surged  to  6.9  per  cent  (tbe 
hi^iest  since  IS^)  wifo  inter- 
est rates  above  13  per  cent  as 
foe  Bank  of  Israel  sou^t  to 
bring  inflation  rates  under 
control  Tbe  expansion  has 
been  frielled  by  expanding 
manufocturing  and  business 
sectors.  Last  year  there  was  a 
stroi^  improvement  in  the 
bousing  market  where  invest- 
ment exploded  by  18.2  per 
cent;  private  consumption 
rose  7.1  per  cent  and  exports 
of  goods  and  services  in- 
creased by  e.6  per  cent 
Tbe  increasingly  prosper- 
ous population  — per  capita  I 
income  is  now  up  to  $15,500  ' 
(as  high  as  Spain  and  Ireland) 
alro  has  put  pressure  on 
house  prices;  an  ordinary  > 


output  of  the  economy. 

Growth  at  this  pace  has 
produced  tensions.  In  a mir- 
ror image  of  foe  struggle  in 
Britain  between  Chancellor 
Kenneth  Clarke  and  foe  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Bank  of  England. 
Eddie  George.  Mr  Shochat.  a 
politician  with  forthcoming 
elections  on  bis  mind,  has 
publicly  clashed  with  the 
highly  respected  chairman  of 
tbe  Bank  of  Israel  Jakob 
Frenkel.  As  a former  chief  j 
economist  at  the  Interna- ' 
tional  Monetary  Fund.  Mr 
Frenkel  is  determined  to  slay 
Israel’s  inflation  dragon. 

Althougli  the  country  has 
come  a long  way  from  foe 
mid-l98Ds  (when  annual  infla- 
tion peaked  nt  4-10  per  cent)  it  I 
was  only  in  the  last  year  t^t  I 


Economic  rollercoaster 
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three-bedroom  apartment  in 
central  Jerusalem  can  now 
cost  upwards  of  $500,000  to 
buy.  And  the  growth  surge  is 
not  over.  This  year,  according 
to  Mr  Shochat.  Israel  is  cau- 
tiously forecasting  a further  5 
per  cent  increase  in  the  total 
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price  increases  dropped  into 
single  figures  to  6.1  per  cent 
after  hitting  14.5  per  cent  in 
1994.  Mr  Frenkel  is  deter- 
mined to  keep  prices  heading 
downwards.  At  each  sign  of 
overheating  he  uses  his  au- 
thority as  an  independent 


central  banker  to  ratchet  tqt 
rates. 

'"nie  interest  rate  is  a little 
bit  high,"  says  foe  Finance 
i Minister,  wdfo  a clear  degree 
of  frustration  at  tbe  actions  cf 
bis  colleague  at  tbe  central 
bank.  “He  didn’t  have  to  raise 
rates  by  03  per  cent  recently. 
We  don’t  agree  on  this  issue." 

Among  the  reasons  he 
would  like  to  see  interest 
rates  lower  is  that  hi^  real 
interest  rates,  in  the  region  of 
6 per  cent.  have.  In  his  view, 
kept  tbe  IsraeU  currency,  the 
shekel,  artificially  high, 
which  has  led  to  strong  in- 
flows of  cash  into  the  laaeli 
banking  system  and  is  damag- 
ing the  competitiveness  of  the 
export  sector. 

Last  year  Israel’s  trade  defi- 
cit (excluding  military  im- 
ports from  the  US)  climbed  to 
$10.5  billion.  Alfoough  foe 
current  account  sbort^  was 
cut  to  $L2  billion  by  invest- 
ment and  other  inflows. 

“Ihis  is  very  high,  i agree," 
says  Mr  Shochat  But  be 
urges  foe  intematumal  Snm- 
cial  cmnmunlty  to  take  into 
account  other  foctors  such  as 
the  uxmsual  costs  cf  absorb- 
ing new  immigrants;  tbe  frg*' 
growth  in  exports  that  is  out- 
pacing imports  and  the  high 
value  of  tbe  shekel,  which  he 
plainly  hopes  is  tempcraiy. 
Moreover,  finanet*  ministry 
officials  point  to  the  double- 
digit expansion  of  expwts  to 
$2T.S  billion  in  1995  as  a sign 
that  the  deficit  is 
aberrational 

It  mnst  be  the  hope  that  as 
Israel’s  peace  dividend,  in  foe 
shape  new  overseas  mar- 
kets and  inward  investment, 
matures,  foe  prospect  for  a 
better  trade  balance  over  the 
longer-haul  also  improves. 
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SHAREHOLDERS  in  Fok- 
^pker  have  li£&  phanrp  of 
salvaging  any  of  their  invest- 
ment from  the  crisis  at  the 
Dutch  aircraft  manufacturer, 
itemezfed  yesWday. 

Tfoe  company,  which  claims 
it  has  a numb^  of  suitors  in- 
clude Site  with  whom  it  is 
in  serious  discussion,  said 
yestsnh^  that  none  of  foe  po- 
tential bidders  lud  expressed 
interest  in  a stock  market 
takeoi^. 

' “Candidates  have  presented 
themselves  for  the  takeover  of 
aH  <^)erations  or  for  part  of 
them."  But  the  statement 
from  the  group  added:  “So  far 
iv>n4  of  the  eandkiates  has  an- 
novmced  it  is  considering  a 


bid  for  the  bourse-listed 
shares  or  bonds  of  FOkker.” 

Analysts  interpreted  tbe 
Fokker  emument  as  signal- 
ling that  its  shares  are  ^eo- 
tively  worthless,  as  any  pn^ 
ceeds  from  the  sale  of  assets 
would  go  to  the  company's 
creditors. 

’^Ihere  will  be  nothing  left 
for  shareholders  and  I'm  also 
worried  bondholders  will  lore 
their  money."  said  Come 
Zandbergen.  bead  of  research 
at  Generate  Bank  Nederland. 

Fokker  has  repeatedly 
reftised  to  name  tiie  compa- 
nies which  have  exprereed  in- 
terest in  all  or  of  the 
company.  Howevn*  the  South 
Korean  company  Samsung 
has  confirmed  that  it  has  held 
talks  with  Fokker,  while  Brit- 
ish Aerospace,  alongside  its 
partners  in  tbe  r^jxmal  jet 


maiketing  venture  Aero  In- 
ternational Regional  (AIR), 
has  said  it  is  monitoring  the 
situation.  Fbkker  elaima  the 
AIR  grouping  has  asked  for 
detailed  financial  informa- 
tion. The  Canadian  group 
Bombardier  has  also  said  It  is 
starting  negotiations  with 
Fokker  while  foe  US  aircraft 
maker,  McDonnell  Dougl^,  is 
the  latest  to  be  said  to  have 
expressed  interest 
Fokker  was  plunged  into 
crisis  last  month  when  its 
controlling  shareholder. 
Daimler-Benz,  cut  off  further 
finance  forcing  the  Dutch 
group  to  seek  court  protection 
from  its  creditors.  Fokker  is 
only  being  kept  going  by  a 
; £146  million  support  package 
; from  the  Dutch  government 
' That  is  expected  to  run  out 
around  the  end  of  foe  month.  : 


Spirits  sales  slump  leads  to 
Allied  Domecq  profits  warning 


Pairfek  Donowan 
CHy  Editor 

Michael  Jackanum,  tlie 
chairman  of  Allied  Dev 
mecq  yesterday  sent  a shiver 
through  the  City  as  he 
warned  that  profits  will  be  hit 
by  an  unexpected  slump  in 
spirit  sales. 

More  than  £145  miUion  was 
wiped  off  foe  value  of  the 
company  within  minutes  of 
him  sounding  the  warning  at 
yesterday's  annual  general 
meeting.  But  shares  recov- 
ered in  later  trading  and 
closed  down  8p  at  S06p. 

Mr  Jaekaman  said  that  the 
downturn  in  spiiit  sales 
would  see  a 20  per  cent  fall  In 
its  forthcoming  first-half 


profit  figures.  Analysts  had 
been  looting  for  profits  ot 
around  £650  million. 

The  problem  is  most  acute 
in  Europe  as  hard-pressed 
drinkers  are  Increasingly  Opt- 
ing for  cheaper  brands.  But 
he  added  that  US  cqieratkms 
had  also  been  hit  1^  hi^ier 
than  expected  stock  levds 
and  a disappointing  Christ- 
mas sales  season. 

Mr  Jaekaman  said  second 
half  profits  would  be  boosted 
by  the  benefits  of  its  kn^-run- 
ning  restructuring 

programme. 

Allied  is  the  latest  drinks 
kOncern  to  issue  profit  warn- 
ings, following  girwiiar  an- 
nouncements by  Guinness, 
Moet  Hennessy  and  Reny 
Cointreau. 
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Soccer 


Liverpool  hit  out 
at  police  ruling 


Ian  Ross 


LI\'ERP00L  yesterday 
took  the  highly  un- 
usual step  of  criticis- 
ing a major  police 
force  os  a row  erupted  over 
the  rescheduling  of  Uieir  FA 
Cup  game  at  Shrewsbury. 

The  roiuth-round  tie  was 
due  to  be  pla>’ed  lonisht  but 
with  the  Gay  Meadow  pitch 
covered  nith’  snow  the  match 
was  postponed  at  lunchtime 
yesterday. 

Both  clubs  ecpected  West 
Mercia  police  to  waive  the 
usual  10-day  ruling  and  sanc- 
tion its  rearrangement  for 
ne:tt  Wednesday  night  But. 
unforgivably  from  Liver- 
pool's view,  the  sell-out  game 
will  now  be  pla^'ed  on  Sunday 
week  with  an  llam  kick-off. 

“They  have  shown  a total 
disregard  for  our  support- 
ers." said  Liverpool's  chief 
executive  Peter  Robinson. 

Robinson  added  that  he  had 
not  heard  "one  good  reason" 
why  the  game  needed  such  an 
early  kick-off.  "West  Mercia 
police's  decision  may  w'ell 
have  fomething  to  do  with  in- 
fle.vible  staff  rotas,  for  before 
the  postponement  of  tonight's 
fixture  Shrewsbury  had 
agreed  to  pioy  host  to  Wrex- 
ham in  a League  game  on  the 


same  Sunday,  with  a noon 
kick-off.” 

But  a West  Mercia  police 
spokesman  said:  “The  deci- 
sion was  taken  in  the  inter- 
ests of  safety.  The  ground  is 
in  the  middle  of  Shrewsbury, 
which  is  a small  town,  witii 
shoppers  on  Saturday  after- 
noons. If  we  play  early  on 
Sunday  morning  we  wilL  in 
the  main,  have  only  football 
supporters  to  deal  with. 

“Other  constabularies  may 
be  waiving  the  10-day  ruling, 
but  we  suspect  those  con- 
cerned will  have  more  offi- 
cers available  to  them  to 
handle  their  matches.” 

Police  insistence  on  a 
morning  kick-off  is  also  caus- 
ing complications  for  Leeds 
United  and  Birmingham  City 
— togetlier  with  a threat  to 
live  TV  coverage  of  the 
second  leg  of  their  Coca-Cola 
Cup  senu-linal  on  Sunday. 
February  23. 

West  Yorkshire  police  want 
tbe  schedu^  -fpm  kick-off 
brought  forward  to  11.30am  at 
Elland  Road.  Such  a switch 
would  force  ITV  to  abandon 
li\-e  coverage  because  of  their 
commitments  to  religious 
programming. 

Birmingham  City  last  ni^t 
called  for  the  second  leg  to  be 
put  back  to  tbe  following  mid- 
week. "The  only  reason  for 


Orient  sack 
Stanislaus 


|ARRY  HEARN.  Le>lon 
kOrient's  chairman,  yes- 
'terday  demanded  much 
wider  drug  testing  and 
touglier  penalties  by  the  FA 
for  drug  abusers  after  sacking 
Roger  Stanislaus  from  the 
club. 

Hearn  said  the  FA  were  “le- 
nient" last  week  when  they 
impe^  a one-ii'ear  suspen- 
sion on  Stanislaus  for  taking 
cocaine  before  playing 
against  Barnet  in  November. 

The  Orient  board,  meeting 
at  Brisbane  Road,  decided 
unanimously  to  terminate  the 
27-year-old  defender's  con- 
tract seven  months  after  join- 
ing tlie  London  club  from 
Burj*  for  £-lil.(W0. 

Hearn  said:  "Tlie  FA  had 
every  opportunit>*  to  impose  a 
ver>'  long  ban.  I felt  Roger 
was  lucky  to  escape  with  one 
year  when  the  muiimum  ban 
under  International  Olympic 
Committee  rules  is  two  years. 

"Now  my  message  to  the 
FA  U 'don't  just  look  at  Ley- 
ton  Orient  — look  at  football'. 
Something  like  this  leaves 
doubt  over  ever)*  footballer 
and  that's  unfair. 

"We  need  to  be  whiter  than 
white  now.  IT  )*ou  have  a prob- 
lem. it  can  grow  into  a mon- 
ster. If  you  face  up  to  it  you 
can  cut  out  the  cnncer  and 
start  again." 

Heni*n  and  the  fellow  direc- 
tors belieted  they  had  no  al- 
tem.'uivc  to  sacking  Stinis- 


L*tU5  if  they  wanted  to  rescue 
the  Third  Division  club's 
image. 

Hearn  introduced  drug  test- 
ing in  snoc/ker  IQ  years  ago 
and  now  intends  writing  to 
tbe  FA.  calling  for  more  ex- 
tensive tests  in  football. 

”l  shall  ask  them  to  con- 
sider testing  all  22  players  in- 
volved in  a match,  plus  sub- 
stitutes — not  just  a couple  at 
random."  said  Hearn.  ‘Td 
like  to  see  the  FA  invest  con- 
siderable sums  as  a deterrent 
and  constaut  reminder  to 
)*oung  players  not  to  fall  into 
this  trap." 

Stanislaus's  career  now  ap- 
pears to  lie  in  ruins.  He  faces 
a formidable  task  If  he  wants 
to  relaunch  It  as  a player 
when  his  suspension  expires 
necet  February. 

“His  future  is  not  good." 
said  Hearn.  *'He's  got  to 
rebuild  his  life.  Rc^r  has  im- 
posed on  himself  a form  of 
sentence.  He  has  the  ability  to 
rebuild  his  career  but  It  won't 
be  easy." 

• West  Ham's  midfielder 
Darren  Currie,  nephew  of  tbe 
England  international  Tony 
Currie,  has  joined  Shrews- 
bury for  £40,000. 

• Tracey  Neville  has  joined 
her  brother  Ga^.  of  Man- 
chester United,  in  England's 
international  fold  after  being 
selected  for  Sunday's  Under- 
21  netball  international 
against  Sfxitland  in  Gla^ow. 


Keep  in 
touch  more, 
for  less. 


Save  £15*  on  a 
Swatch  The  Beep  pager. 


Swatch  The  Beep  is  a Swatch  watdi  wiffi  a 
built-^n  numeric  pager.  Avail^ie  at;  BT  Shops, 
The  Carphone  Warehouse.  BT  Mobile  outlets. 
The  Link,  Swatch  Store  (Oxford  Street,  London), 
House  of  Fraser  and  selected  branches  of 
Dbcons  and  Currys. 

Or  to  order  direct  fre^ne  0800 313000 
Now  only  <rrp.  £99.99) 
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playing  the  game  on  the  Sun- 
day in  the  first  place  was  so 
that  It  could  be  televised 
live."  said  their  managing  di 
rector  Karren  Brady. 

“If  that's  not  going  to  hap- 
pen — in  which  case  we  wUI 
lose  £100,000  — we  would 
rather  k^p  our  scheduled 
League  fixture  against  West 
Bromwich  that  weekend  and 
put  the  cup-tie  with  Leeds 
back  to  Its  original  date." 

A West  Yozkshire  police 
spokesman  confirmed  they 
had  requested  a morning 
ki<^-off*  tbr  ‘.'public  safety” 
reasons.  An  il.3Qam  start  he 
ackled.  was  “oommon  practice 
in  Leeds  for  high-profile 
games." 

The  Football  League  has  no 
objections.  “The  safety  cf  the 
public  is  paramount,"  said  a 
spokesman.  “It  definitely 
takes  prec^ence  over  spon- 
sors getting  exposure." 

Leeds,  meanwhile,  face 
plasrlng  thm  cup-ties  next 
week  after  last  night's  FA 
Cup  visit  to  Bolton  was  post- 
poned. That  game  is  now 
scheduled  for  next  Wednes- 
day, tiiree  days  before  the 
winners  entertain  Everton  or 
Port  Vale  in  the  fifth  round, 
and  three  days  after  Leeds 
visit  Birmingham, in  the 
Coca-Cola  Cup  semi-Qnal  first 
leg. 


Asprilla 
deal  is 


back  on 


Tbe  saga  of  Faostino 
Asprilla’s  proposed 
transfer  from  Parma 
to  Newcastle  edged  wearily 
towards  oonclusion  yester- 
day. writes  Ian  Ross. 

Forty-eight  hours  after 
the  deal  was  officially  pro- 
noonced  dead  by  both  the 
Premiership  leaders  and 
the  Italian  club,  it  was  mi- 
raculously resurrected. 

Althnngh  brudonanship 
prevented  either  club  dis- 
cussing  the  finer  points  of 
tbe  revised  financial  pack- 
age. tt  appears  that  Parma 
have  now  accepted  a sub- 
stantially lower  bid. 

Newcastle  said  last  night 
that  they  were  hopeftU  the 
deal  would  be  completed 
“within  two  or  three  days." 

Tbe  precise  reduction  In 
the  prevlonsly  agreed  fee  of 
£6.7  mlllloD  is  open  to  de- 
bate, but  Newcastle's  insis- 
tence that  Asprilla  is  not 
fully  recovered  from  a long- 
standing knee  xnjni7  may 
well  have  saved  them 
around  £1.5  million. 

IT  the  transfer  is  com- 
pleted, Newcastle’s  man- 
ager Kevin  Keegan  can  con- 
gratulate himself  for  his 
determination  to  lure  the 
Colombian  international 
striker  to  Tyneside. 

“I  will  always  admire  Mr 
Ke^an  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  stood  by  me,” 
said  Asprilla  yesterday.  “I 
believe  be  wanted  me  at  all 
costs  and  1 thank  him  for 
concloding  this  deal.  He 
has  my  total  admiration.  I 
have  been  palled  around 
like  a child’s  toy  in  recent 
weeks.” 

If  Asprilla  signs,  and  is 
then  gifted  a worts  per- 
mit. he  is  likely  to  make  his 
debat  against  West  Ham  at 
Upton  Park  on  February  21. 

Middlesbrough  hope  to 
sign  Branco,  the  Brazilian 
international  defender,  be- 
fore tonight's  FA  Cup  game 
against  \WmbIedon  at  the 
Riverside  Stadium. 

The  31-year-oid  full-back 
trained  with  Boro's  squad 
yesterday  before  having 
talks  with  Bryan  Robson. 

“Branco  has  brought 
over  tais  wife  and  she 
speaks  flnent  English," 
said  Robson.  “1  have  to  dls- 
coss  tbe  finer  details  of  a 
contract  with  him  and  the 
length  of  it,  whether  it 
should  be  for  the  rest  of  the 
season  or  for  another  two 
years.”  Boro  are  confident 
about  a woric  permit. 


Riding  high  ...  John  Robioson  gets  a lift  Crom  Lee  Bowyer  85  Charlton  celebrate  another  goal  PHOToafueHiMARKLEecH 


Home-grown  produce  gives 
Charlton  their  healthy  glow 


Martin  Thorpe  reports  on  the  youngsters  who  have  put 
a happy  Valley  within  tantalising  sight  of  the  Premiership 


IT  IS  difficult  to  know 
which  has  surprised 
people  more:  Charlton  sit- 
*iT^  second  in  the  First 
Division  or  Garry  Nelson.  t<^ 
ping  the  best-sellers'  list 
The  latest  chapter  in  the 
much-travelled  striker's 
career  has  seen  his  diary  of  a 
Charlton  season  “Left  Foot 
Forward"  sell  an  astonishing 
12,000-plus  copies  in  hardback 
and  earn  a nice  little  pension 
for  the  35-year-old. 

Meanwhile,  the  club,  who 
entertain  Brentford  in  an  FA 
Cup  tie  tonight,  are  prosper- 
ing by  holding  onto  tteir 
young  talent  D^ite  their 
reputation  for  seiling  players, 
the  board  Is  forcefully  r^ect- 
ing  offers  and  interest  in  a 
twam  u'hich  was  assembled 
for  £275,000  but  is  now  worth 
over  £10  million  thanks  to  the 
galaxy  of  rising  stars  whose 
enthusiasm  and  exuberance 
have  bean  laigely  responsible 
for  the  team's  soaring 
fbrtunos. 

It  is  not  surprising.  From 
his  regular  spot  on  the  suhs 
bench,  the  old  dog  Nelson  has 
bera  most  impressed  by  the 
new  tricks.  “We  are  over- 
fmwering  sides  now  through 
pure  enersy  and  pace,"  he 
says.  “Tbe  lads  are  all  over 
the  place  and  teams  find  it 
very  hard  to  play  against" 
Despite  Siuiday's  stuttering 
h^e  draw  irith  Crystal  Pal- 
ace. Alan  Curbishley's  youth 
club  — average  team  age  23  — 
boasts  a record  of  eight  wins 
in  the  last  u games  which,  if 
it  leads  to  pFomotlon  to  the 
ETemlership,  will  be  a fitting 
reward  for  a club  that  finally 


regained  its  ground  and  then 
its  self-respect 
The  side  is  also,  in  this 
post'Bosman  era.  a monu- 
ment to  the  benefits  of 
employing  a strong  youth 
system,  for  six  of  last  Sun- 
days team  came  up  that  way: 
the  £3  millioD-reted  19-year- 
old  Rngianri  Undet^Sl  mid- 
fielder Lee  Bowyer.  Jamie 
Stuart  19.  Shaun  Newtofn.  20. 
Store  Brown,  23,  Kim  Grant 
23.  and  Carl  Leaburn,  36. 
Ctmziton's  other  home-baked 
hot  property,  the  31-year-old 


Premiership  clubs,  rather 
than  throw  in  youngsters 
now.  are  going  out  and  buy- 
ing overseas.  Which  is  very 
disconcerting  when  you  think 
that  there  is  a lot  of  young 
talent  Is  this  country  and 
they're  not  ^ttlng  the  plat- 
form to  show  it" 

However,  youth  does  not 
mean  inexperience  at  Chari- 
ton. Brown.  Newton.  Grant 
and  the  winger  John  Robin- 
son, for  instance,  had  already 
pla3^  268  league  games  b^ 
tween  them  priw  to  tills  sea- 


They  are  hungry.  They  want  to 
get  into  the  big  time  and  they 
think  they  can  with  Charlton.  ’ 


defender  Richard  Rufus,  was 
suspended. 

“The  younger  ones  have 
been  together  since  they  were 
11.  beating  every  other  team 
around,"  says  the  Charlton 
chairman  Martin  Simons. 
“They  don’t  fear  anyone. 
Ibey  are  hungry.  'Ihey  want 
to  get  into  the  big  time  and 
they  think  they  can  with 
Chariton,”  Tbe  three  rawest 
rookies  — Bowyer.  Rufus  and 
Stuart  — recently  signed  with 
the  club  until  1999  to  prove  it 

"Charlton  have  always  had 
to  develop  their  own  players 
because  they  haven't  got  Che 
resources  of  a lot  of  bigger 
dubs.”  says  Nelson.  "But  it  is 
a credit  to  the  boys  how  well 
they  bare  ^ne.'and  to  tiie 
club  for  playing  them.  A lot  of 


son  while  tbe  likes  of  Lea- 
burn,  Mike  Salmon  and  John 
Humphrey  are  relative 
veterans. 

And  something  else  lies  be- 
hind tbe  Valley  Revolution:  a 
new  coach  and  new  thinking. 
When  the  co-manager  of  four 
years  Steve  Gritt  the  club 
in  the  summer,  he  was 
replaced  by  Les  Reed,  a deep 
thinker  on  tbe  game  who  ar- 
rived via  an  unusual  route  — 
be  had  been  the  FA’s  regional 
coach  for  tbe  South  of 
England. 

He  immediately  improved 
tbe  team's  fitness  and  set  a 
team  plan.  “We  to  play  a 

pajMmg  Mnri  mOVtng  

one  or  two  toadies,  pass  and 
cross,"  he  says  professorially. 
"Moves  must  end  with  qual- 


ity possession  in  the  attack- 
ing third,  ff  you’re  outscoring 
the  oppoBitkm  in  tiiat  tben 
you're  on  t{6>. 

"You  mii^  have  had  a lot 
of  attacks,  but  If  ihe  ball  is 
just  rolling  off  for  a tiuow 
when  it  gtfe  there  tbaFs  not 
quality  possession.” 

Reed  sHs  in  tiie  stand  dur- 
ing games  making  notes  on 
how  bis  orders  are  being  car- 
ried out.  recording  bow  many 
times  tbe  ball  is  won  back,  set 
plays,  good  and  bad  crosses 
and  ab^.  He  then  ct^tes  it 
all,  watching  tbe  match  video 
before  deciding  what  needs 
working  on  in  training. 

Reed  has  also  worked  on  in- 
dividual feuits,  citing  Richard 
Rufus  as  an  example:  "We'Ve 
been  working  on  getting  his 
feet  in  the  ri^t  positions  and 
knowing  tbe  rigiit  tim«  to 
make  a challenge,  when  Qie 
ball  Is  winnable.  Jh  some  situ- 
ations he  will  need  to  tahk 
off" 

So  can  Charlton  finally  win 
promotion?  Four  times  in  tbe 
last  five  seasons  tb^  have 
been  similarly  placed  as  now 
bat  tben  faded  badly.  will 

there  be  money  to  strei^tiieD 
tbe  small  squad?  Usi^  varir 
005  marketing  ploys  and  dis- 
counts. tbe  club  boosted  at- 
tendances by  27  per  w»nt  last 


season  to  an  average  of  over 
10,000.  income,  plus  the 
hefty  Premia'ship  handout 
will  obviously  help  but  Chart- 
ton  will  still  be  cautious. 

"We’re  not  going  to  spend 
like  crazy.if  we  go  iq>,"  says 
Simons,  “and  though  it  will 
be  ft  Struve  to  do  welL  I 
know  we  will  be  above  tiie 
bottom  bunCh  because  we  are 
better  tiian  them." 

Even  tiie  directors  have 
been  infected  by  tiie  confi- 
dence of  youth. 


Top 
clubs  in 
Euro 
summit 


Martin  Thorpe  in 

GenevaonaUefa 
meeting  to  discajss 
the  game’s  iuture 


An  expansion  of  the 
European  Cup  to  in- 
clude. for  the  first  time, 
that  have  not  won  their 
is  among 
proposals  being  discussed  at  a 
high-powered  meeting 
between  Uefe  and  top  Euro- 
pean clubs  hare  today. 

The  proposals,  among  a 
number  on  various  subjects 
haiwg  put  before  the  summit, 
would  eo^le  those  among 
Europe’s  largest  dubs  who 
fell  to  win  tiielr  natimtal 
to  cash  in  by  compet- 
ing in  Uefe’s  most  lucrative 
tournament  This  season,  for 
Instance,  arguably  the 
world's  biggest  club.  AC 
Milan,  has  been  competing  in 
the  lesser  Uefe  Cup  while 
much  clubs,  such  as 

Anortbosis  of  Famagusta,  the 
Cypriot  champions,  have 
coihP^  in  the  European 
Cup. 

The  Idea  of  doing  away 
with  merit  and  allowing  a 
dub  automatic  entry  to  the 
fwnpptition  because  of  its 
power  and  size  is  likely  to 
ruled  out  but  a system  is 
being  sou^t  to  give  larger 
fiinbR  more  than  One  chance 
to  compete  in  the  Eiux>pean 
Cup  access  to  the  mil- 
liops  of  pounds  of  income 
guaranteed  in  tbe  cup's 
Champions’  League  phase. 

‘The  bigger  clubs  are  seek- 
ing a ^tfonn  to  play  more 
games  against  comparable 
teatwft  whidi  would  be  more 
attractive  to  television  and 
tharelbre  much 
more  lucrative^”  says  Alex 
Fy^  a soccer  consultant 

who  has  drawn  up  plans  for  at 
least  two  of  the  36  clubs  meet- 
ing today. 

One  fonaat  Fynn  has  sug- 
gested to  his  clubs  is  that  the 
European  Cup  should  be  ex- 
tended to  Indude  30  cham- 
pion clubs  instead  of  24.  plus 
the  clubs  who  finish  runners- 
up  in  the  leagues  of  tbe  top  10 
rated  countries  in  Europe  — 
currently  Italy.  France.  Ge^ 
many.  Spain,  England.  Portu- 
gal. Russia.  Belgium.  RoUand 
a^  Turkey. 

lie  40  tgams  would  be  di- 
vided into  tour  divisions  of  lO, 
witii  the  division  winners  go- 
ing throurii  to  semi-finals. 

This  expansion  would  also 
ease  television’s  frustrations 
by  reducing  the  chances  of 
England  and  France,  say. 
being  represented  only  by  rel- 
atively unglamorous  clubs 
such  as  Blackburn  and 
Nantes  rather  than,  say,  Liv- 
erpool and  Paris  St-Genoain. 

Arsenal’s  vice-chairman 
David  Dein  will  call  for  a 
European  League  at  the  meet- 
ing. "We  are  in  touch  regu- 
larly with  European  dubs 
and  they  seem  to  have  a de- 
sire for  a European  Le^ue  to 
be  formed.  Now  it's  a ques- 
tion the  format."  be  said, 
emphasisix^  that  it  must  "al- 
ways to  run  parallel  to  our 
domestic  league". 

’Today's  meeting  of  clubs  — 
three  from  each  of  Europe's 
top  12  countries,  with  Man- 
chester United,  Liverp^  and 
Arsenal  representing  Eng- 
land — will  also  discuss  plans 
to  expand  tiie  Uefa  Cup,  the 
FA’S  idea  for  a midvrinter 
break  in  England,  and  Uefe's 
continued  rductance  to  end 
the  tiiree-plus-two  foreigner 
rale  in  European  club  compe- 
tition in  line  with  the  Rosman 
judgment 

Ttere  is  no  ciiaranhv  any 
firm  decisions  will  be  reached 
today.  Some  contributors 
have  called  the  meeting 
merely  a “talking  shop",  d- 
thOU^  there  Is  a nhanoa 
Uefe  may  decide  to  force  a 
proposal  on  to  the  clubs  in  a 
show  of  strength. 

Among  other  likely  out- 
comes is  that  the  many  pro- 
po^  on  the  table  will  be 
whittled  down  to,  say,  three 
that  will  be  taken  away  and 
examined  in  detail.  Or  there 
could  be  just  a stalemate. 
With  so  many  disparate  ideas 
being  floated,  there  is  a 
chance  that  nobody  will  be 
able  to  agree  on  anything 


Patrick  Glenn  reports  on  the  appointment  of  two  financiers  to  the  Glasgow  club’s  board 


Celtic  invest  for  global  appeal 


Celtic  %-estenlay  for- 
malised their  entry 
Into  the  global  market 
by  appointing  to  the  board  of 
Celtic  pic  two  financial  super- 
stars  with  more  titles  than 
lliomas  .Hearns  and  Roberto 
Duran. 

Sir  Patrick  Sheehy,  the 
recently  retired  chairman  of 
BAT  Industries,  and  Brian 
Quinn,  a senior  executive  of 
the  Bank  of  England  who 
retires  this  month,  have  be- 
come ncm-esecutive  directors 
of  thie  football  club's  holding 
company.  Quinn  will  be  vice- 
chairman  under  Fergus 
McCann. 

Shrehy.  who  was  knighted 
in  1991,  retired  from  BAT  — 
whose  1995  profit  is  expected 


to  top  £2  billion  — in  Decem- 
ber. He  is  a non-executive  di- 
rector of  BP.  a council  mem- 
ber of  tbe  Royal  Institute  for 
International  Affairs  and  a 
former  meinber  of  the  Euro- 
pean Round  Table  of  Industri- 
alists and  the  Action  Commit- 
tee for  Europe. 

He  was  admitted  to 
France's  L^lon  d'Honneur 
last  year  and  in  1993  was 
awarded  Brazil's  Order  the 
Southern  Cross.  In  1992  he 
was  chairman  of  Qw  Home 
Office  inquiries  into  police 
responsibilities  and  revrards, 
which  submitted  the  Sheeliy 
Report  to  tbe  Home  Secretary 
the  following  year. 

Quinn,  58,  is  Glasgow-born 
and  has  degrees  from  Glas- 


gow aivi  Manchester  Univer- 
sities as  weD  as  a doctorate  in 
economics  from  Cornell  Uni- 
rerelty  is  tiie  United  States. 
He  is  a Fellow  of  the  Institute 
of  Bankers  in  Scotland  and 
has  previously  held  positions 
with  the  Internationa  Mone- 
tary Fizn±  He  has  been  with 
the  Bank  of  England  for  26 
years. 

McCann,  the  Scots-Cana- 
dlan  miUiooalre  who  has 
transfonned  Celtic  since  his 
tak^ver  in  March  1994,  said: 
“Having  of  their  creden- 
tials and  expertise  in  interna- 
tional business  will  be  of 
great  value  as  we  eepand  and 
seek  to  maxmiise  Celtic's  po- 
tential around  the  world." 

McCann's  plan  to  exploit 


Celtic’s  global  appeal  is 
timely:  Celtic  are  the  best- 
supported  soccer  club  in 
North  America,  with  155  sup- 
porters' clubs  in  the  US  and 
Canada. 

• MlUwal!  have  confirmed 
their  interest  in  tiie  Raith 
Rovers’  manager  Jimmy  Ni- 
choU  as  a possible  successor 
to  Mick  McCarthy,  with  tiie 
successful  NlchoU  adamant 
that  come  May  he  Is  not  inter- 
ested in  rmiewing  his  con- 
tract under  the  new  board  at 
Stark's  Park. 

Peter  Mead,  tbe  Millwall 
chairman,  said  yesterday: 
‘Tre  never  met  hiin  but  he 
does  have  outstanding  cr^ 

dentials  and  is  well  worth 
consideration." 
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Cricket 


Hosts  seek  ac^on 
to  avoid  cup  chaos 


David  Hopps  on  increasing  fears  fbrthe 
tournament  unless  the  ICC  acts  decisively 


WOBLD  CUP  oi^an- 
isers  are  to  ajjpeal 

to  the  Ittter- 

oationai  Cricket 
Council  to  take  decisive 
action  to  prevent  the  tourna- 
ment collapsing  into  chaos 
and  avoid  a damaging  rift  m 
the  intemaUonal  gama 
Pilcom,  the  joint  hosts'  or- 
ganising committee,  despairs 
of  finding  a pcdttlcally  accept- 
able solution  to  the  refusal  of 
Australia  and  West  indies  to 
fulfil  their  fixtures  in  Sri 
Lanka  in  the  wake  of  the  Co- 
lombo bomb  blast 
Pilcom  representatives  will 
meet  the  ICC'S  eliairman  gir 
Clyde  Walcott  and  diief  ezec^ 
utive  David  Richard  in  Cal- 
cutta on  fViday.  The  iagnp 
will  then  be  hotly  debated 
during  a fhll  ICC  meeting  the 
following  day.  only  24  hours 
befbre  the  opening  ceremony. 

. Walcott  has  called  for  the 
ICC  to  be  given  wider  powers 
to  enable  it  to  counter  its  rep- 
utation as  one  of  the  most  im- 
potent governing  bodies  in 
world  ^rt  Its  recent  record 
has  been  fhr  from  impressive. 

The  ICC  refused  to  hold  an 
independent  inquiry  into 
Australian  accusations  of 
bribery  against  the  former 
Pakistan  captain  Salim  Ma- 
lik. insisting  that  what  Aus- 
tralian officials  regarded  as 
the  game's  gravest  crisis  for 
20  years  was,  in  fact,  a domes- 
tic dispute. 

When  the  Sri  Lanka  off- 


Rugby  League 


Leeds  show 
no  Mercer 


JohnHioley 


Leeds  have  surprisingly 
decided  to  place  their  New 
Zealand  tbrws^  Gary  Mercer 
on  the  transfer  list  The  29- 
year-old.  who  has  not  played 
since  December  10  following  a 
foot  operatiaa,  has  been  made 
available  for  £45,000,  vdllch  is 
approximately  half  of  what 
they  paid  Warrington  for  his 
services  in  1992L 
The.  Leeds  coach  Dean  Ben 
said:  **We  have  some  promis- 
ing young  back-row  forwards 
who  are  coming  through  and 
we  believe  they  are  an  impor- 
tant part  a£  our  future.  We  are 
also  keen  to  reduce  our  con- 
tract commitment” 

The  Huddersfield  coach 
Darryl  van  de  Vtide  has  per- 
suaded the  Australian  Gteg 
Mackey  to  come  out  of  retire- 
ment just  two  numths  after  he 
left  Warring^  to  resume  his 
job  with  the  Australian  Tele- 
communications company. 

The  34-year-old  half-back 
will  join  first  division  Hud- 
dersfield on  a one-year  play- 
li^  contract  althou^  he  is 
expected  to  work  closely  with 
Van  de  Velde. 

X-rays  have  revealed  that 
the  Salford  forward  Cnig 
Randall  has  been  playing 
with  a brcdten  azikle  since 
September.  He  has  now 
undergone  corrective 
surgery. 


Results 


Soccer 
FA  CUP 
Fourth  round, 

POSlPONBs  BoHmi  V LMda  (now  Fab 
14,  7.^:  IpnrtcR  V wrakall  (Fab  13, 7,45). 

ENDSUBIOH  LEAGUE 

Second  DhiWon 
pOCTPOme  eiaebpool  w Bornlev:  Bria- 
tol  Rvra  v Chaatantald:  Caritola  v Yenc 
WyconOo  V natnarttam. 

Third  Division 

rOSTFOMSDi  ChMier  V NorOMinm 
Darfingim  v Heniord:  Roehdala  w Praa- 
tm:  Scunthorpa  w Bury. 

TENNENTS  SCOTTISH  CUP 
Third  round 

MSfPONSe;  Barwiek  V Otnde^Utt  Or 
Monon  V Monima  (both  now  Men,  Feb  12. 
7.30). 

SCOTTISH  LEAGUE 
Second  Ptvicion 
posTPONBUe  Ciyda  v Quean  ol  Seutfi. 
SPMMNO  CHAUaNOE  CUPl  Quwlafh 
Falpe*  KiHafiwfl  v Steuflb. 
oM  vAuxiULL  eoNFEmice  Son 

iMKhaa 

Rugby  Union  • 

NaIMMAL  mcuo 

nmialew  Fattai*  Neaib  V AbawwaiL  . 

55KSS  Wadagar  v WwrtyWea... 
WRU  KIIMMBfclC  CUSWIIIION.  AH 
iMKhoa  psipnd 

Rugby  League 

«jc  CUT  CHAUSIMIE  CUft  RaacB 
fowl  PT*r****-  WhNehavan  v HalHax. 

Tennis 

ATS  CHAUEMnEW 

SalaalaO  Fbat  raonib  J Balaa  (081  bt  J 

Aigh  (USI B-4,  M ^ ^ 

LTA  WOMEira  BAtiUJtl 

laiidi'  l%al  roan*  J Waid  « * 

Hand  (GB)  6-a  A TVaaar  (Re«n)l*H 

UatnaM  IGBI  W. 

(Rom)  M K RouhanwM  (GB)  B-7.frj.BA 
S BMiNh  (GBJ  U N BanOflMia^  (M^ 
Buear)  B-0  B-R  M ■■•<■5"  j: 

H^draKe  (GB)  W.  e-g:  g 

S Lydon  (GB)  6-*.  e-1i» 

0 Hank  (Nalh)  6-l,  3-6.  6-4;  A Uakeio 
(Run)  « A QaHwitz  (fiofn)  ^ ® 
Taytor  (08)  bl  6 Band  (GB)  B-4. 5-2. 

Basketball 

MJM  Toranio  87,  Porttaiid  9R  Mian)  103. 

NT  07.  0«5»  ““2? 

3018  104.  oailaeBR'WeojAW*^^ 

LA  CUppam  13*.  GaMan  Buta  1£8. 

Cycling 

PRoraBBieNAL 

baane  F»)  tBBfcm  fband  Frta  iTBca^ 
torai  t.  F Fonianalll  (JO  **G»TwgyM|^ 
shi  57nun  Bsac.  i.  J Svarada  (Cc  Ha^ 
^arnica  al  30s ec.  S.'  A CAmi*  (Russia) 
Logo  Mine  Wnc 


spinner  Muttiah  Muralith- 
aran  was  caDed  for  throwing 
two  months  ago,  the  ICC  also 
foiled  to  act  upon  Sri  Lanka’s 
appeal  that  it  set  up  an  offi- 
cial axhitxation  panel  to  Judge 
video  and  medical  evidence. 
That  issue  will  again  be 
reopened  by  the  Sri  lAnimnp 
in  Calcutta. 

Vi^  that  record,  if  the 
Bakistan-lndo-lemka  (Mmmit- 
tee  does  fiuw  the  ICC  an  in- 
side pass,  there  is  always  the 
posibUiW  that  the  ICC  will 
throw  it  back  ag*m  If  the 
cricket  is  cancdled.  at  least 
everyone  should  be  able  to 
manage  an  impromptu  gum^ 
crf'toucb  and  pass. 

Pilcom  teds  obliged  to  keep 
faith  with  Sri  Lanka  as  long 
as  the  government  insists  it 
nan  safely  stage  games  under 
heavy  security.  The  offer 
refused  by  the  Australians 
was  extraordinary:  a private 
flight  from  a rescheduled 
hoM  in  either  India  or  the 
Maidive  Islands,  transport  to 

and  from  *ha  Pramadaaa  gfa- 
dium  by  helicopter,  armed  se- 
curity for  all  players  at  all 
times,  the  banning  of  vehicles 
from  nearby  roads,  and  bo^ 
searches  for  everybody  in  the 
vicinity  the  stadium. 

Even  then,  safety  can  never 
be  guarmte^  But  when  the 
Australian  leg-spinner  Shane 
Wame  glibly  responded  that 
it  would  still  be  risky  to  go 
shopping,  it  was  little  sur- 
prise that  Sri  lenka's  foreign 


Boxing 


Hamed  )ias  title 
defence  in  hand 


John  Duncan 


NASBEM  HAMXD's  in- 
jured right  hand  is  back 
to  its  frightening  best  and 
will  help  somersanlt  the 
WBO  featherweight  cham- 
pion into  the  ring  for  the 
first  defence  of  his  title  In 
Glasgow  on  March  16,  the 
night  lYaok  Bnmo.  <tefends 
his  heavyweight  title 
against  Mike  Tysan  tn  liss 
Vegas.  His  opponent  will  be 
Said  Laval,  a Nigerian 
southpaw  ranked  Na  4 by 
the  WBO,  who  has  lost  once 
fn  19  frights. 

The  fight  is  another  visit 
to  the  Celtic  fringes  for  Na- 
seem,  who  won  the  title 
against  Steve  Robinson  In 
the  rain  at  Cardiff  on 
September  SO  last  year. 
**My  hand  will  be  fine  for 
March  16,  it  will  be  per- 
fect” said  Naseem.  **Some- 
bod^  win  be  knocked  out 
and  Ifs  not  gidiv  to  be  me.” 
There  bad  been  talk  of  an 
operation  after  the  post- 
ponement of  two  planned 
dMbnees  a^dnst  the  Mexi- 
can Amnlfb  CaspUIo  on  De- 
cember 9 and  Febmair  10, 
but  Naseem  vetoed  going 
under  the  knife-  decided 
against  a big  operation  be- 
canse  it  would  hurt  too 
much,”  he  said  laugh  tug. 
”so  I went  for  a cortisone 
injection  instead.” 


Ice  Hockey 

NNb  Cotorgdo  4.  Mantratl  £ Sm -lOM  A 
Toronto  4. 

Snooker 

ASlieON  AND  HCMBS  MASTCRS 
(wmblw):  SMond  raro*  J WUH  (Eng) 
bt  D Hiroid  (Eng)  9A  * Moko  (Eng)  H -I 
Wauna  (Thai)  5-4,- 

Swimming 

WOfttD  CUP  MEET  (Impgrla.  tl):  Hone 

son  tauMrflgi  1- M (OB)  23.e3MC; 

2,  O Pknankov  (Rus)  34A6;  A T Rupprath 
((3er)  24.7A 


Fixtures 


(7 JO  imloM  stated;  'splidi  Inapedioa) 

Soccer 

m CUPs  rufUi  I oil*  Charlton  v Brant, 
tord  (7A6):  Coronsy  V klan  C (7.4^  M* 
dlMbfouipt « wtRibisdon  (TAQ:  Noam  Fon- 
gat  V OKtord  (M  (7A5);  ‘Soutnanviw  v 
Craws;  Wiat-Hun  v Srfmaby  (8.0). 
awipn*  Shiswsbiiry  v Uvarpo^  ^ 
Sun.  Fob  n,  11^9:  Swindon  v Oldlwm 
(Mon;  Fob  12.  7.46).  Fowrth-ronnd 
tir‘~i^  ■WolwBrfuunpiDn  v TManham 
(746).  robiiiib  Pon  Valo  « Brorun  (now 
Wod.  Fob  U.  7A6).  ^ 

TENNENTS  SCOTTISH  CUPi  ThM 
rouB*  DwWonnline  v St  klirren.  Taw*, 
rorod  iMNaw  Ewt  PVp  v CaMoitian  T, 
■EU.«  geOTTWH  LBAttUn  lAowtM 
BMMom  Abwaoon  v RaUi. 

•ComSH  LEAMie  Hrat_Wi4iliI- 
rolpn*  AHrlo  v HaHKIUlkTIMDIii- 
WSM  Mpn*  AlbteA  V Etn  SdrNnp:  Cow. 
donboaSi-v  UwinoalBiL 
ten  LHACUEmae  Abingdon  Tn  w Tool. 
Ing  A MIINMUn  IM.  W**  HarlOH  Tn  « 
ClaplOK  WaaldaiDna  « Cambartagr  Tn. 


Rvaal  Qivan  R«i9  v Nawpon  (MV).  ^ 
■a^M  4iuiB  ThH  iMMi*  TrowbrUgo 

Tn  ¥ Salisbury  C.  

OIKAT  mua  I F«— ^imlor  Blv- 

iHbm  Tlv«13A  Tn  V BH*wen  utd. 

IkMmHS  LBAGUN  pj): 

Brain  V Laeds.  Soooo*  SirMlw  » Pra*. 
KK  HuddsrsDaM  v Bumiay:  Aothariiam  i 

Vtork.  -ndr*  DncoM*  Ogw^ai; 

AVON  insubahcb 

Plrab  Brighton  ¥ Ipawlnh^:  ^ 

Luton-  C Palana  v Oatord  t«d  (^. 

SMon*  Ba*  V Plyrnewth:  Boutiwno^  ¥ 

Ibrquay  (2J)).  Ciipi  BlrmUiipiaiii  ¥ Saair. 

liUMWOPWALSn  BrUBn/anyy  Injar 
CarM.  <b«i  Quaitoi  IMo*i  *>*  *** 

Caamailon  Tn  w Conwy-  - 

U41  BNPinsEirrATiVE  cwuiJMcn 
FAi  Nat  Los  SM  V Toitenhapi  (ToM  m 
— luTcib  ICS  FL  XI  ¥ 
CMRWnod  SoivieoB  (WortWng  FC). 

Rugby  Union 

I^MBNIininVE  HATCH:  CunbrMgo 
UnivvBP)r»lt|lBvy.p.m. 

RuglV  League 

SILK  CUT  CHALLENGN  CUP:  Borod 
lowt  Workington  V Wldnw 

Basketball  ^ 

BUBWeSNR  LEACUa  Latcestw  v SMT- 
(told  100) 


mibister  ijirahingTi  Eadfra- 
gamar  snspped  back  that 
"Upping  is  for  cissies”. 

K»Atr»g»mar  wOUld  baVE 

gained  a due  to  Wane's  jit- 
tery state  of  miad  had  he 
watched  news  footsge  oo  Aus- 
tralia’s Channel  7 yesterday 
ofa  Melbourne  party.  When  a 
balloon  was  popp^  behind 
him,  Warne  noticeably 
jumped  with  shock  while 
those  around  him  nmnni 
oblivious  to  the  incident 

Suggestions  by  one  anony- 
mous Truiiati  fiffiiHat  tiiok  or- 
ganisers might  sue  Australia 
and  West  Ixidies  for  breaking 
tbeir  contract  have  little  cre- 
dence, eqieeiaUy  as  a clause 
eovsi'lirg  “naturid  calamities'’ 
seems  an  obvious  get-ouL 

Peter  Short,  the  president 
ai  the  West  Indies  board,  did 
open,  one  area  of  conflict, 
however,  when  be  aigued 
that  Sri  Lanla  not  be 

automatically  awarded  two 
points  for  any  forfeited 
matches,  but  that  no  points 


should  be  given  to  either  side. 

The  Sri  t jmkaw  board  aiwio 
will  suffer  financially  from 
the  withdrawals.  It  is  very 
much  the  poor  relation 
anuxig  the  World  Cup  hosts, 
benefiting  aoLely  from  the 
gate  from  the  four 

TUfltrbatt  it  was  due  to  stage.  It 
Is  now  left  with  oz^  two  mod- 
est contests,  against  Zimba- 
bwe and  Kenya. 

But  it  is  the  damage  to  Sri 
Lanka's  tourist  industry  that 
most  concerns  its  govern- 
ment, with  an  estimated  50 
per  cent  o(  the  country's 
World  Cup  bnrtlring^  SO  fST 
cancelled. 


Rugby  Union 

Merle  axed 
by  France 


bn  Haifa 


^RANGE'S  selectors  have 
B reacted  ruthlessly  to  de- 
feat by  Scotland,  last  werisend. 
Ibe  lock  Olivier  Merle,  who 
was  shown  a yellow  card  at 
Murrayfidd,  has  now  been 
given  TfinTr-hTTig  orders 
alrag  with  the  prtv  Michel 
P6ri6,  the  centre  Alain  Fen- 
aud  and  the  scrum-half  Phi- 
lippe Carbanneau- 

Pranoe  have  also  made  four 
positional  changes  fbr  the 
visit  of  Ireland  on  Saturday 
week.  The  fly-half  Hiieny  La- 
croix switches  with  the  centre 
Thomas  CastaignMe.  Abdel 
Benaad  moves  from  the  back 
row  to  lock  and  Christian  Cal- 
tfeno  switches  from  loose- 
head  to  tl^t-head  prop. 

Guy  Accoceberry  has 
returned  at  scrum-half  and 
new  caps  go  to  the  prop 
Franck  Tournaire,  the 
flamiw  Richard  Castel 
the  Agen  ftill-back  Olivier 
Canipan,  who  Will  play  along- 
side Lacroix  in  the  centre. 

IWANCW  J L l4ily|  (Cotanun); 


fTeulouM),  T LmvSi  (Dug,  O 
C«np«B  (Ag«n),  W Satnl-AgerA 
(MonNgrrand.  upl):  T 
fToulaim*),  Q AuwuiwVrry  (BSglM- 
Bordeau):  c eiaiton  (TouNuaH.  J ■ 
QoiihIm  (Btyonna),  F Toanialr* 
(Mrbonna).  A <Ag«n).  O HohomI 

(Oaa).  L 0*wnw  (ftocUig).  R C—tol 
(Toulqugg).  F_  (0a«J. 

Bordeaus),  S eias  (BourgoInJ.  F 
CtoBBnuian  (ToutoUN).  S Dlagiipn 
(Toutoua*).  ■ e«  (Toiilgn),  ■ 

fTuuton). 


Sport  in  brief 


Athletics 

Mexico's  Dionicio  Ceron  — 
who  will  be  attempting  bis 
third  successive  victory  — 
and  Poland’s  Malgorzata  So- 
>MTiaVa  will  defend  ftieir  titles 
in  the  Londmi  Maratiion  on 
April  21  among  a record  entry 
of  39.000  runners,  WTites 
Stephen  Bterky. 

Diane  Modahl's  arbitration 
hearing  with  file  Interna- 
tional Amateur  Athletic  Fed- 
eration has  been  delayed  and 
will  not  take  place  until  Aprfi. 

Swimming 

England’s  Alex  Bennett,  19, 
who  won  a gedd  medal  in  the 

relsy  at  fiie  1994  Common- 
wealth Games,  has  had  her 
Olympic  hopes  wrecked  after 
breakiDg  both  her  legs  and 
ankles  in  a car  crash. 

Sailing 

Rod  Davis,  who  sklig)ered 
oneAustialia  in  the  Ameri- 
ca's Cup.  scored  five  wins  out 
of  five  on  the  first  day  of  the 
Eluros  Australia  (hv  in  Perth, 
file  Qpenii^  event  in  the  1996 
Grand  Prix  Match  Race 
Soies.  Britain's  Stuart  Chil- 
derl^  lost  fixree  races  and 
won  two,  writes  Bob  Fisher. 

Table  Tennis 

Ihe  International  Table  Ten- 
nis Federation  has  written  to 
the  associatjon  ex- 

pressing concern  after  the 
British  coach,  Chen  Kinhii* 
removed,  an  Austrian  um- 
pire's spectacles,  hung  them 
over  a barrier  and  allegedly 
insult^  him,  writes  Ridutrd 
Jago.  . 

Chen  had  been  givei  the 
red  card  during  an  Olympic 
qualifying  match  between 
England’s  Matthew  ^ed  and 
Hungary's  Zoltan  Batorfi  in 
Manchester  three  weeks  ago. 


S:viTV!  (5.  


Winter  quarters . . . Paul  NlchoHs  awJ  his  rst-towii  National  hope  Deep  Bramble  at  the  .trainer's  snow-bound  Somerset  yard  yesterda}'  photo-  paul  ashton 

Hustler  to  beat  National  hoodoo 


Chris  Hawkins  says  20-1  looks  value  aboutTwiston-Davies's 
two-time  loser  coming  good  in  this  year's  Aintree  marathon 


AGEING  a horse  that 

bwa  twice  tO 

get  roui^  in  the  Mar- 
tell  Grand  National 
may  not  seem  to  maVa  much 
sense,  but  the  2(^1  currently 
on  offer  by  Ladbrokes  and 
Hill's  about  Young  Hustler  in 
this  year's  race,  to  be  run  on 
March  30,  is  unlikely  to  last 
long. 

Young  Hustler  was  de- 
scribed by  his  trainer.  Nigel 
Twlston-Davles,  at  yester- 
day's Traights  hmcluon  in 
T ytriHnfi  as  *'inost  unlucky”  in 
previous  ^ars  and  this  ex- 
ceptionally tmigh  chaser,  who 
has  was  having  tbe  56th  race 
of  his  career  at  Sanclown  last 
Saturday,  does  zurt  look  at  all 
ba^  treated  with  lOst  I21b. 

Coral's  makp  him  fevouTite 
at  l&l,  as  do  the  Tote,  al- 
though they  have  Jenny  Pit- 
man’s pair  Supsfira*  Finish 
and  faith’s  Band  co- 
favourites. 

Apart  from  the  feet  that 
Young  HostlK'  finished  thud 
in  *hft  f^hAltanham  Goid  Cup 
two  years  and  has  a touch 
of  class,  his  Natumal  chanre 
s^Ams  to  hingp  mainly  oU  the 

way  be  jumped  round  the 
course  when  carrying  12 
stone  to  victory  at  Ahitree  in 
November. 

Chris  Maude  rode  him  on 
that  occasion  az^  ^ some 
superb  leaps  out  of  him.  no- 
tably at  the  formidable  Chair, 
which  he  cleared  with  feet  to 
spare. 

Young  Hustler  gave  $ir 
Peter  Lely  3Ub  and  beat  him 
by  sis  lengths  that  day.  In  the 
National  he  mmld  meet  that 


rival  on  Idlb  better  terms. 
Maude  took  over  from  Carl 
Llewellyn,  who  was  unseated 
(harsher  ertties  said  he  fell 
ofi)  at  the  third  last  year  and 
was  again  on  board  itben. 
Young  Hustler  finished  third 
to  Amtrak  Express  on 
Saturday. 

As  expected.  Master  Oats 
heads  the  weights  with  list 
lOlb,  but  with  file  race  w>mtng 
only  16  days  after  the  Chelten- 
ham Gold  Cup,  his  priority 
engagement,  he  is  unlikely  to 
run. 

Hie  trainer,  trim  Bailey, 
said:  “If  all  goes  well  in  the 
Gold  Cup  he  won't  go  to  Liv- 
erpool. but  if  he's  brought 
down  or  something  early  at 
Cheltenham  then  the 
Nstional  will  be  back  on  the 
agenda.” 

Master  Oats  ran  in  the 
National  last  year.  23  days 
after  winning  at  Cheltenham, 
anti,  on  ground  too  fest  for 
him  . performed  heroically 


until  weakening  at  the 
second-last  to  finish  seventh 
behind  Royal  Athlete. 

It  has  not  been  finally  de- 
cided whether  last  year's  win- 
ner. who  has  7lb  more  this 
time,  will  be  in  the  field 
again.  Royal  Athlete,  de- 
scribed by  his  owner,  Gerry* 
Johnson,  as  “an  old  boat  full 
of  holes”  is  now  13  years  old 
but,  having  been  plagued 
with  injuries,  the  gedling 
does  not  have  much  mileage 
on  the  clock. 

“I  had  htm  ready  to  run  a 
week  or  so  ago,  but  he  stood 
on  a shoe  and  hurt  his  foot,” 
said  Jenny  Pitman.  “He’s  got 
to  have  a run  before  foe 
National  and  that  will  tell  us 
bow  Is  is.” 

Mrs  P.  also  has  Lusty  L^t, 
Superior  Finish  and  Smith's 
Band  in  the  race,  the  latter 
pair  being  out  of  the  handicap 
apii  certain  to  carry  the  mini, 
mum  10  stone. 

She  believes  Ladbrokes  are 


being  particularly  stingy  in 
making  Smith's  Band  joint 
fevourite  at  16-1  with  Deep 
Bramble,  pointing  out  he  is 
an  inexperienced  chaser.  He 
jumi>s  like  an  old  hand,  how- 
ever. and  foe  bookmakers, 
having  great  respect  for  the 
Pitman  record  in  foe  race,  are 
taking  no  chances. 

Word  has  been  filtering  up 
from  the  West  Country  for 
some  tim&  that  Deep  Bramble, 
trained  by  Paul  NichoUs,  has 
been  laid  out  for  the  National 
and.  with  lOst  lOlb,  he  is  by  no 
means  over-burdened. 

Deep  Bramble’s  best  effort 
last  yw  was  when  he  gave 
Superior  Finish  171b  and  a 
five  lengths  beating  in  fire 
Agfa  Chase  at  Sandovm.  In 
foe  National  he  would  meet 
Superior  Finish  on  7lb  better 
terms. 

He  has  not  run  so  fer  this 
season,  but  is  said  to  be  flying 
at  home  and  was  strongly  fen- 
ded for  the  abandoned  Coral 
National  Trial  at  Chepstow 
last  weekend.  If  the  bad 
weather  prevents  NicholU 
from  running  Him  gpnm  fog 
Cheltenham  Gold  Cup  be- 


Grand  National  weights  (Aintree,  March  30) 


Master  Oats  10-11-10 
Srtw  Dvganl  T.4V10 
jeaanu  IMM 

Rastung  Siaei  1V11-4 
DuMM  F))tor  10-11-3 
Moctotour  La  Cura 

1011-2 

Vai  d’Alene 

0-11-0 

Reyel  AWeto  13-10-13 
Ygtmg  Kuettor  0-10-12 
LOeOIALert  1010-11 
CanrllTa  Wl  14-10-10 
Dwp  Brairtoto  0-10-10 
Uiirmanona  13-100 
Son  oMWar  D-10« 
Lusty  Uphl  10-104 


Pany  fpimes  12-102 

CdfnmarvtaJ  Antet 

1O1O0 

E«nh  SunnUl  02-13 

RmiHi  Ouaai  102-12 

NuaKa  112-11 

Lert  Relic  102-10 

Chaiaiti  1008 

Goto  Again  020 

Supwlor  FMtoi  102-7 

AaOaoCarres  022 

Rpyal  Uountorotme 

002 

SCaen  AMey  ii-08 

Sffliore  Band  024 

Pirer’a  Nap  1002 

Tanan  Tyrant  1022 

Topaham  Bay  13-02 


LoBse^e  1003 
CaptaJn  OlbblB  11-03 
Rust  Never  Stoega 

1002 

StaltopsHall 

Sheer  AbHv 
FraoraniDawn 
Wytoe  Hide 
Amonin 
niveraUe  Bey 
Datm  Dove 
Tipping  Tim 
Bavaid  Dtou 
FMthtoad  Gale 


1022 

1001 

1001 

02-13 

0012 

1S2-12 

0012 

11-011 

06-10 

001D 


Encore  Un  Peu  0-010 
The  Cracy  Blahop  082 
PnendeefCMto  10O8 


SrPMerLaly  007 

Qncnte'a  Tycoon  10-OT 
Wtol  BtMk)  OO-S 

BnitoianftoM  1004 

Toopeod  To  Be  True 


Scribbler 
taaage  Samp 
Silver  Snell 
Orange  Braho 
Over  Tlw  Deal 
Goto  Cap 
MenyMaitor 
Naarco  Bay 
Into  The  RM 
OreenhUI  Rafflaa 


1082 

082 

022 

1022 

1002 

1122 

12-00 

12-62 

1000 

107-13 


Bishops  iBland  107-13 
vicnapi  da  vaimont 

1V7-13 

Miracle  Man  0-7-ls 
Bnsvald  Storm  07-12 
PlasOc  Spacoape 

107.11 

ChrlBinias  Goraa 

107-11 

Over  TheSewvn 

107-11 

ThreaTBroimlao  07-11 
Nevada  Gold  107-11 
Repaai  The  Dose 

11-7.11 

Far  Senior  107-11 

Norman  Corauierar 

11-7-11 

Sira  Maial  i3-7-ii. 


Southwell  A.W.  Flat  (transferred  from  Wolverhampton) 
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Results 


LINGFIELD 

UO  (1M  4f)(  1,  ONE  (3FF  THN  RAa. 
Candy  MonU  (1  l^i;  1,  Nwar  So  Rile  (7-3 
lav):  a,  nepto  eqaiisalon  (1 1-21. 9 ran.  IX. 
& (A  Meora).  Ibw  C&40:  d .30.  teOO.  teoa 
Dual  P:  Cl  1S&  CSP;S34sg.  TricaecCIQLee. 
Tru!  eaSM.  NR.  Fplher  Dan. 

SLSO  (21):  1 , COFFER  BRIQIfr,  J Weaver 
(7-0;  B,  Tho  Frtofcy  Tbruiii  (11-2);  S, 
Hctotawdetata  ttaU(6-4  fat).  8 ran. )(.  SX.  (P 
Haaiain).  Tetoi  SLOG;  £2.10. 0.20.  Dual  P: 
E94.0  C6F:  B1.67.  NR  Effin  Oinen. 

S.50  (Ita  Bf):  1.  SWEET  SUPFOSM,  L 
DoM  (18-6);  S,  tomsH  (7-4  lav);  2,  0 
Ataavida  (20-1).  0 ran.  1X  4.  (C  Dwyv). 
Tote;  C3  40;  Cl  60.  C1.ia  G4.0.  Dual  F:  eSSa 
CSF:CU*.  Trie- £73.10  NRiHandclSvaw 


2.80  {Tm  1,  eORNUH  SNOW,  L OeCtori 
(1-4  lav);  Si  Nannew  (6-1):  8,  Don't  GM 
eao^  (20-1).  1 1 ran.  2X,X  iD  Lodaq.  Toto 
nso;  n.ia  euxl  C2.sa  di»i  f;  gs-oo.  csp: 

DS6.  Trie-  C37.oa  NR;  ShowtHhe  Btuea. 
8.S0  {2C  1|  ROBO  HAOK,  3 Sandora 
(21);  ^ Mol  CanarU  (S-1):  a,  UicUM  (5-2 
lavL  10  ran.  UL  2.  (L  Monugue  HNll.  Tola: 
E5SC6  C1.S0.  C&40,  C1.70.  Dual  P.  CT&ML 
CSF;  C3691.  Trleast  GS9.13.  Trn-  Cirm. 
NR:  Warm  Hearted. 

— r~'iV^ Tteirtrnnwnrjnii 

J Feilden  (21):  *,  ItanNw  Reta  (13-2);  2, 
Cmry  FMean  (ii-1)  u-4  lav  7rag« 
Hero  12  ran.  iX.  2E.  iD  Tnom).  TeiK  COSO; 
C2.oa  12.10.  £2.00.  Dual  ForacaM' 

CSF:  C89J1B.  Tricast  E53B23.  Trice  £297.9a 
JACKPOTS  0.101X00.  pan  wm.  £6.70  71 
caiTled  tanrard  to  Soinhwell  ndw. 
QUADFOtoCOOa 
PLACEPOT:  £61.60 


comes  an  option,  but  the 
National  is  the  big  objective. 

Martin  Pipe  is  mob-handed 
as  usual  with  seven  entries, 
including  Carvill’s  Hill,  but 
the  trainer  has  sad  news  (if 
his  former  star,  who  was 
making  good  progress  after 
being  off  foe  course  for  nearly 
four  years.  Apparently'  Car- 
vill's  Hill  has  broken  down 
again  and  has  finally  been 
retired. 

Pipe's  Miinnehoma  is  there 
again  with  the  same  weight  as 
when  he  won  in  1994.  The 
trainer  is  optimistic  that  the 
horse  is  as  good  as  ever,  but 
he  is  now  13  and  has  not 
shown  much  in  the  last  two 
seasons. 

Party  Politics,  the  peren- 
nial standing  dish  in  the 
National,  finished  second  to 
Royal  Athlete  last  year  and 
has  a 71b  pulL  The  1992  win- 
ner can  never  be  left  out  of 
calculations  and  Nidt  Gaselee  * 
says  he  is  more  forward  fiiat 
at  this  timp  last  year. 

Life  Of  A LortL  trained  by 
the  prolific  Aiden  O’Brien, 
Will  be  trying  to  end  a 20  year 
barren  spell  fbr  the  Irish  in 
foe  NationaL  Unbeaten  fois 
season,  be  is  due  to  take  on 
Master  Oats  at  levels  in  Sim- 
day's  Hennessy  Gold  Cup  at 
Leopaidstown  ~ a run  which 
chnnirt  be  highly  informative. 

Norman  Williamson  could 
ride  Master  Oats  in  Ireland, 
but  Bailey  wants  him  to  have 
a ride  or  two  bdbrehand  to 
prove  his  fitness  after  four 
mojifos  off  with  a broken 
thigh  Williamson  herpes  to 
ride  at  Clonmel  tomorrow, 
c Freedom  Cry.  runner-up  in 
both  the  Arc  and  Breeders' 
Cup  Turf,  has  sustained  an  in- 
jury and  win  not  contest  foe 
Dubai  World  Cup  next  month. 


Southwell  step 
in  to  prevent 
a blank  day 

ALLf'WEATBER  racing  is 
going  all  out  to  beat  the 
elements  with  today’s 
scheduled  Wolverhampton 
meeting  being  switched  to 
Southwell  owing  to  prob- 
lems with  snow  at  Dunstall 
Park. 

Southwell  is  also  on 
standby  to  stage  an  extra 
meeting  on  Saturday,  sub- 
ject to  the  propos^  six 
races  receiving  a sufTi- 
ciently  competitive  mitxy 
when  they  close  at  noon 
tomorrow. 

Today's  turf  meetings  at 
Ludlow  and  Ascot  were 
called  off  yesterday  morn- 
ing. but  the  valuable  Reynr 
oldstown  Chase  card  at  As- 
cot has  been  transferred  to 
Wednesday  of  next  week. 

With  the  weekend’s  New- 
bnry  fixture  under  threat, 
talks  are  under  way  on  a 
possible  re-scbednlmg  of 
Saturday's  Tote  Gold 
Trophy. 

The  Tote,  British  Horser- 

aiang  Board,  Levy  Board 

tmd  Newbury  racecourse 
are  joining  forces  to  pre- 
vent the  £100,000  hurdle 
bef^  lost  for  the  10th  time 
in  its  33-year  history.  An 
announcement  is  expected 
today. 

Tomorrow's  Huntingdon 
and  Wincanton  car^  look 
odds-ou  to  be  called  off 
after  inspections  this 
morning. 

Friday’s  meeting  at  Ban- 
gor is  sdso  snbject  to  an  in- 
spection this  morning,  with 
the  course  frozen  under 
nine  inches  of  snow. 

However,  long-term  fore- 
casts have  boosted  hopes 
that  racing  will  be  possible 
at  Catterick  and  Ayr  on 
Saturday. 
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SOCCER:  Police  and  clubs  in  dispute  over  fixture  pile-up,  page  1 4 


CRjCKETsaiibattled  World  Cup  organisers  appeal  to  ICC,  page  15 


5por/sGuardian 


Bumden 
white-out 
causes 
a pile-up 

The 'Wrong  kind  of  snow 
— the  deep  and  even  ! 
staff  that  sticks 
around  — retnmed  to  hit 
sport  across  the  conntzy 
yesterday,  cansing  wide- 
spread cancellations  in 
football,  mgby  and  radng 
and  sparking  the  obliga- 
tory rows  over  Qnite  un- 
suitable new  dates  and  hor^ 
rendons  fixture  plle-nps, 
uiriies  Chris  Curtain. 

Only  three  of  the  16 
scheduled  soccer  matches 
went  ahead  — ineladiiig  the 
FA  Cap  tie  in  balmy  Hud- 
dersfield — with  three  of 
tod^s  ties  already  ofil 
Leeds's  fonrtb-romid  tie 
at  Bolton  had  its  second 
whitoont  so  they  now 
play  next  Wednesday,  just 
three  das^s  after  Sunday's 
Coca-Coca  sami-final  first 
1^  at  Birmingham.  Shonld 
Leeds  beat  Bolton,  three 
da^  later  they  will  foce  the 
winner  of  last  night's  post- 
poned Port  Vale  ▼ Everton 
replay  in  the  fifth  round. 

Liverpool  flay,  page  14> 


stiff  upper  lip 
travels  but  is 
not  for  export 


;;p* 
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Frank  Keating 


Agreed,  the  English 
getinatizzatthe  - 
sli^test  of  snowy  cold 
r'snsips”.  but  it  to 
be  the  Australians,  didn’t  it, 
who  Oireaten  cricket's  World 
Cup  by  beginning  fhe  belly- 
ache about  playing  a match  in 
Sri  Lanka. 

Poordiddums.  Australians 
live  their  faraway  lives  down 
there — so  safe,  so  soft,  so 
sybaritic — that  when  the  big 
'Wide  world  intrudes  Ihey  run 
a mile.  That  is  not  the  English 
way.  Anglos  go  In  where  Aus- 
siesfbartotiiad. 

A dozen  winters  ago,  David 
Gower's  English  *eain  xvent  to 
a party  in  Bombay  hosted  by 
Qieir  ftiend,  the  British  dep- 
uty high  commissioner  Percy 
Norris.  They  left  the  do  just 
before  midxii^L  On  his  way 
to  work  next  morning,  Norris 
was  assassinated. 

The  Bn^and  players,  stoic 
in  their  grief  and  oblivUnis  to 
threats,  b^an  the  Test  match 
next  day.  Not  surprisin^y, 
they  lost  it.  Butfoey  tum^ 
up.  Australians  would  have 
long  been  back  home  hiding 
under  their  duvels  in  pad- 
locked bedrooms. 

Land  of  hope  and  glory -~ 
and  he-who-dares.  In  1973, 
Wales  and  Scotland  cancelled 
fiieir  Five  Nations  n%by 
matches  against  Ireland  for 
fear  (^'terrorist  threats.  Eng- 
land travelled-  The  Lans- 
downe  Road  throng  gave  foem 
a touchily  standing  ovation 
— then  the  Irish  team  gave 
them  a pasting.  At  the  post- 
match banquet,  the  En^and 
captain,  the  doughty  farmer 
John  PulUn  , made  a one-sen- 
tence speech:  *‘We  may  not  be 
much  good  at  rugby — but  at 
least  we  turn  up.” 

Four  years  eariier,  the 
England  cricketers  had 
toured  Pakistan  and  al- 
thou^  that  country 
was,  Wisden  noted,  "In  chaos 
[with]  political  upheaval,  stu- 
dents and  others  rioting,  law 
and  order  breaking  down, 
bloodshed  and  destruction", 
Colin  Cowdr^s  team  played 
on  through  it  ail. 

I When  foe  third  Test  in  Ea- 
I rachl  was  abandoned  through 
' riot^  with  England’s  first 
Innings  at 502 for  seven  widt- 
ets,  it  vras  foe  Pakistan  an- 
foorities  who  called  the  whole 
thing  ofiTand  booked  the 
flints  for  home. 


Cold  comfort  . . . under-soil  heating  may  save  Wolves'  FA  Cup  replay  s^ainst  Tottenham  famigh*  after  a one  o'clock  inspection  photograph:  mbs  sharp 


Copper  buys  Richmond 


Robert  Armstrong  and  Patrick  Donovan  on  why  an  RFU 

.founder  dub  is  to  receive  £2.5  million  from  a City  metals  trader 


ONE  of  Britain's : 
hi^iest-paid  busi- 
nessmen. whose 
former  company 
is  being  investi- 
gated in  connection  with  an ; 

alleged  multi-biUion-pound ; 
Chilean  civp^  scam,  is  to  ] 
plough  £2.5  Tninjnf)  into  Ridi- 
moud,  flrnnng  foe  country's 
oldest  and  most  traditional 
rugby  union  clubs. 

Ashley  Levett,  aged  35, 


made  his  fortune  as  a com- 
modities trado-.  During  foe 
booming  Eighties,  Levett 
leapfto^ed  from  job  to  job. 
eamiTig  ever  hi^ier  salaries 
within  fhe  specialised  world 
of  copp^  trading. 

His  big  break  came  late  in 
1969  whra  he  teamed  up  wifo 
Charlie  Vincent  — nick- 
named "Copperfingers”  — 
and  started  up  a fim  called 
Winchester  Commodities.  Le- 


vett left  foe  company  last 
year  but.  accordi^  to  foe 
compan3r*s  last  annual 
he  received  annual  fees  of  Just 
under  £15  mUlion.  And  that 
was  before  his  director's  sal- 
ary, whidi  runs  into  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  pounds. 

The  Securites  and  Futures 
Authority  is  investigating 
Winchester  altiiou^  the  firm 
has  insisted  font  aU  its  deals 
are  above  board. 


Outside  foe  arcane  world  of 
City  commodity  trading  little 
is  known  about  Levett  apart 
foom  his  love  of  rugby.  Even 
though  a tax  exile  in  Monaco, 
he  is  a regular  fixture  at  Win- 
chester n^by  club. 

His  cash  injection  means 
that  one  of  the  faded  aristo- 
crats of  British  rugby-— Ridi' 
mond  were  established  ta 
1361  and  played  a large  part 
in  the  founding  of  the  Ru^y 
Football  Uniim  10  years  later 
— 'Will  soon  be  chasing  top  in- 
ternationals to  i>lay  at  Qie 
ground  they  have  shared  with 
London  Scottish  for  100  years. 


GROLSCH  (UK)  LIMITED 

IMPORTANT  RECALL  ANNOUNCEMENT. 

Grolsch  Premium  Lager 
“Stubby”  25cl  ten  pack. 


This  announcement  only  applies  to  25cl  (stubby)  bottles 
of  Grolsch  Premium  Lager  purchased  before  today  - 7th 
February.  Any  other  size  bottles  or  cans  of  Grolsch  are  not 
affected  by  this  recall. 

There  is  a slight  risk  that  upon  opening,  you  may  find  that 
small  fragments  of  glass  are  present.  The  affected  bottles  are 
green  with  a white  and  green  label  and  are  all  25cl,  intended  to 
be  supplied  in  packs  of  10. 

As  a precautionary  measure,  please  take  any  un-opened 
bottles  bought  before  7th  February,  back  to  the  shop  from 
which  they  were  bought  for  a full  refund. 

We  apologise  for  any  inconvenience 
caused.  Grolsch  in  “stubbies”  will.be  back 
on  sale  at  your  normal  supplier  in  the  near 
future,  clearly  marked  as  “OK”  stock. 

In  case  of  difficulty,  please  contact 

^ PREMIUM  - 

our  Consumer  Help  Line  on  Freephone  ga-  ^ 
0800  371166.  Lines  open  8.00am -6.00pm, 

Monday-Friday. 


In  return,  Levett  win  take 
an  80  per  cent  share  of  the 
equity  once  foe  club  is  rois- 
tered as  a limited  company. 

Levetfs  business  associate. 
Symon  EUlott  who  win  be- 
come foe  club's  cMef  execu- 
tive, said  fo^  would  recruit 
atHroa4 . including  the  south- 
ern hemisphere  if  necessary, 
to  compete  wifo  the  best  clubs 
in  Europe. 

"We  have  made  unofficial 
approaches  to  members  of  foe 
England  squad  but  no  negoti- 
ations have  developed.  We  are 
top  of  Division  Thiiee  and  we 
need  to  gain  promotion  to 
Division  One  in  the  shortest 
passible  time.  Recruiting  inr 
temationals  should  act  as  a 
catalyst  in  the  next  few 
months." 

Yesterday's  unlikely  devel- 
opment completes  a hat-trick 
of  London  clubs  to  hit  foe 
jackpot  in  recent  months.  Le- 
vetfs  stake  matches  Nigel 
Wray’s  investment  in  Sara- 
cens and  tops  tiie  £1.5  million 
which  file  eleetrcMilcs  firm 
NEC  put  into  Harlequins. 
Two  Second  Division  dubs, 
Nortbampton  and  Newcastle 
Gosforfh,  have  also  found 
backers  in  the  game's  first 
professional  season. 

Richmond's  1,300  members 
will  be  able  to  participate  in  a 
rights  issue  worth  between 
£250,000  and  £500,000.  ex- 


O 

Whatisthat 
strange  noise 

— half-squawk, 
half-ululation 

— that  can  be 
heard  in 
Whitehall  and 
Westminster? 

Is  it  the  frost- 
bitten ducks 
in  St  James^ 
Parte?  Or  is  it 
the  sound  of 
ministers, 
ex-ministers 
and  senior 
civil  servants 
preparing 
themselves 
for  the  Scott 
report? 

Francis  Wheen 


plained  ElUotL  He  added  that 
the  club  would  pay  "market” 
salaries  to  secure  top-quality 
players.  In  some  cases  that  is 
lik^  to  mean  paying  £60.000 
to  £100,000  a year. 

All  of  whidi  is  a for  cry 
fitun  last  weekend  vfoen  foe 
rugby  director  - Vinny  Cod- 
rington  responded  to  reports 
linking  Richmond  with  Ben 
CUaite  by  saying:  "It's  not 
really  us,  is  it?” 

Yesterday  he  said:  “We  ex- 
pect to  announce  a number  of 
international  players  signing 
over  foe  next  few  months.” 


Levett  . . . mgby  lover 


It  has  alwaj's  boon  so.  Exact- 
ly a centun’  ago,  Lord 
Hawke’s  MCC  team  was  tour- 
Inga  South  .Africa  in  turnmil 
and  preparing  for  whf.  In  his 
report  to  Lord’s  on  his  return. 
Hawke  mentioned  only  in  a 
throwaway  line  that  the  possi- 
bility of  snipers  had  caused 
two  minor  up-country 
matches  to  be  cancelled:  "a 
thM  on  account  of  the  Jame- 
son Raid,  and  another  because 
of  the  fearful  explosion  in  Jo- 
hannesburg: the  general  situ- 
ation also  seriously  affected 
some  of  foe  attendances  at 
other  matches".  But  Eng- 
land's MCC  men  saw  foe  tour 
out.  Of  course  foey  (lid. 

EVENa  world  war  did 
notstop  English 
cricket  Refusing  to 
close  Lord's  in  the 
spring  of  1940.  MCC's  emi- 
nence Sir  Pelham  Warner  de- 
clared: "If  Herr  Goebbels 
c(^d  broadcast  to  the  world 
that  war  had  caused  cricket  at 
Lord's  to  cease  it  would  be  an 
invaluable  propaganda  tri- 
umph for  the  Hun. " 

Mind  you,  there  were  the 
occasional  difficulties.  In 
August  that  summer,  as  Wis- 
den reported,  "British  Empire 
XI V Buccaneers.  Match 
Drawn:  with  Buccaneers  go- 
ing for  victory,  match  called 
offowing  to  Battle  of  Britain”. 

Nor  did  Wisden  bat  an  e>'e 
right  through  to  1944;  "July  8: 
West  of  England  XI  were  origi- 
nally matched  against  AA 
Command,  but  owing  to  gun- 
ners being  engaged  with  flying 
bombs,  opposition  was 
chanffHlto'aLord'sXr 
And  so  it  went  on.  Once, 
when  I was  watehing  with  him 
a minor  riot  at  the  Test  ground 
in  Trinidad  In  1961,  only  a few 
weete  before  he  di^.  that 
master  of  malapropisms  Ken 
Barrington  sniffed  the  cordite 
and  proclaimed;  "This  Isnofo- 
ii^.  I was  batting  once  for  Eng- 
land in  Pakistan,  got  a hun- 
dred. andfor  file  whole  ofmy 
innings  fills  mqjor  riot  went 
on  wifo  the  whole  of  foe 
boundary  ringed  by  plain- 
clothes protectives  armed  to 
the  teeth  wifo  rifles  loaded 
wifo  high-philosophy  bullets”. 

Likewise,  Wame  and  his 
Aussie  wimps  should  just  get 
I out  there  and  play.  Like  the 
Er^lisfa  win.  Not  that  foe  Aus- 
tralian sybarites  should  think 
any  promise  of  "blanket  secu- 
rity’ will  make  them  bat  or 
bowl  any  easier. 

The  first  morning  of  that 
harrowing  Test  in  Bombay  on 
England’s  1984-85  tour,  foe  se- 
curity was  upped  to  massive 
proportions,  and  to  test  it  a 
pheito^pher  friend  went  to 
the  main  gate  and  announced ; 
"Pm  from  foe  IRA.  Could  you 
direct  me  to  the  Ekigland 
dressing-room?” 

“Yes,  sir,  certainly  sir.  Along 
here  and  up  those  steps,  sir." 


Guardian  Crossword  No  20,569 

Set  by  Arauf^aria 
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CROSSWORD  SOUmON  20,568 


I Across 

1 Fhm  that  has  to  employ  has 
shed. ..(3-5) 

• 5 ...  Jobb1bHowlng(asan 
afterthought)  with  charity  (8) 
9 1 refuse  to  teU  you  when  I 
cheated  on  my  wife  (2,6) 

10  Eastern  re^on,  among 
others,  Is  no  g^  (6) 

11  Ch(X}sea22firm.wimat 
oigan  expert  (8) 

12  ttputsanewcomplejdonon 
those  who  place  moles  in  a 
river  (6) 

14  To  get  one  up  wife  a lark,  put 
in  compere  some  place 

18,1dewn,%3  FooTish  about 
Rule  1 on  money  shared 
when  not  skating  in 
Whrtehan  (7,3,12,6) 

22,23 Former  1 down  2 3h 
eitowtsion  Of  power  has  a 
Stke  within  in  fee  Sta^  (6-S) 


24  Fly  from  India  via  Tehm(Q 

25  Boycott  punl^ment  by 
parliamentarian  (5.3) 

26  “A  ParticularPlace",  starring 
Chaney  and  Ameche  ^ 

27  Where  feey  cremated  poor 
Ame  artd  her  mountain 
ctog?(Q 

Down 

1A3Seel8 

4 hSfNiing  total  of  corns  of 
many  a project  (1()) 

6 IGd,  once  loveless,  pur- 
sidng  endless  aabbafe  (^ 

7 BaH  used  in  UIHards  turned 
up  on  a Stick  (8) 

8 Quench  one's  feirst, 
outside  the  pale,  for  ballet 
lAA) 

13  Esny  about  an  old  writer  in 
aquimway(10) 

15  Last  in  spits  of  evwything 
(5.3) 


16  What  might  turn  Simple 
ascent  Into  disaster?  (^ 

17  Words  set  in  orbit  and  let 

out^) 

19  Hat  worn  by  Merle  in  the 
garden?  (6) 

20  Puncture  support  forthe 
estabTishment  (6) 
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